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_ exiſting eſtabliſhment civil or eccleſiaſtical, beth in Great Britain 


duced the French Revolution, with all the miſeries and calamities 


REPORT. 


The COMMITTEE-of SECRECY, to whom the ſeveral 
Papers, which were preſented (ſealed up) to the Houſe, 
by Mr. Secretary DUnD As, upon the 23d Day of January 
1799, by His Majresty's Command, were referred; and 
who were directed to examine the matters thereof, and 
report the ſame, as they ſhall appear to them, to the 

Houſe; 


AVE proceeded, in obedience to the orders of the Houſe, to 
A the conſideration of the matters referred to them. They 
have been prevented from ſooner laying before the Houle the reſult 
of their examination, not only from the extent of the matters which 
came before them; but becauſe ſome of the recent circumſtances 
which they have to ſtate, could not, with propriety, have been 
diſcloſed at an earlier period. | "ER 2. 
In the whole courſe of their enquiry, your Committee have 
found the cleareſt proofs of a ſyſtematic deſign, long fince adopted 
and acted upon by France, in conjunction with domeſtic traitors, - 
and purſued up to the preſent moment with unabated perſeverance, 
to overturn the laws, conſtitution, and government, and every 


and Ireland; as well as to diffolve the connection between the 
two kingdoms, ſo neceffary to the ſecurity and proſperity of both. 

The chief hope of accompliſhing this defign, has reſted on the 
propagation of thoſe deſtructive principles, which originally pro- 


ſince experienced in France, and now extended over a large part 
of Europe. | | EO 5 SE 
The moſt effectual engine employed for this purpoſe, has been 
the inſtitution of political focieties, of a nature and deſcription _ 
before unknown in any country, and inconſiſtent with public 
tranquillity, and with the exiſtence of regular government. The. 
effects of this fatal cauſe, operating in its full extent, have been | 
unhappily felt and exemplified 1n the diſtractions and * . 
e e | | ME. a 
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of Ireland. The ſame cauſe is known to have prepared the way 
for all the different revolutions by which France has ſucceeded in 
fabverting ſo many of the governments of Europe, and reducing 
fo many independent ſtates to vaſſalage and ſubjection. In this 


country, ſimilar meaſures have been attempted; and although 


they have been hitherto defeated, by the precautions of the legiſla- 
ture, by the vigilance of his Majeſty's government, and ſtill more 
by the general good ſenſe and loyalty of the nation, the object is 
not abandoned. The utmoſt diligence is ſtill employed in en- 
deavouring, not only to ſuſtain and revive thoſe ſocieties whoſe ſe- 


clitious and treaſonable purpoſes long ſince attracted the notice of 
parliament, but to extend their correſpondence to every part of 


this kingdom, to Ireland, to France, and to thoſe places on the 
continent, where French emiflaries are eſtabliſhed ; and to inſti- 
tate new ſocieties, formed preciſely on the ſame plan, and directed 
by the ſame object, as thoſe whote influence in Ireland has pro- 
duced ſuch pernicious and formidable effects; and of which, the 


conſequences might have proved fatal to that kingdom, if they had 


not been averted, in a ſeaſon of the greateit difficulty, by the wiſ- 


dom, firmneſs, and exertion of his Majeſty's government, and 


the parliament of Ireland. The extent and uniformity of this 
ſyſtematic conſpiracy, are equally ſtriking. The formation and 

ructure of all theſe ſocieties, in this country, in Ireland, and on 
the continent, are fimilar; their views and principles are the ſame, 
as well as the means which they employ to extend their influence. 
A continued intercourſe and concert has been maintained from- 
their firlt origin to the preſent moment; fometimes between the 
ſocieties themſelves, ſometimes between their leading members; 


and a frequent communication has been kept up with the govern- 


ment of France; to which they appear to look as their protector 


and ally, and which has repeatedly furniſhed an aſylum to thoſe, 


who, on account of their principal ſhare in theſe criminal tranſac- 
tions, have become fugitives or outlaws from the Britiſh domi- 
LIONS. 


In ſtating the grounds of this opinion, although your Commit- 


tee will have much and important new matter to Jay before the 
Houſe; yet they will alſo be obliged to recall to the recollection 
of the Houſe, many particulars which have already been brought 
under the conſideration of parliament, but on which new lights 


have been thrown by the events which have ſince occurred, and 


by the ſubſequent intelligence which has been received. The in- 
formation which has been produced to your Committee, on the 
whole of this ſubject has been moſt ampl® and extenſive. The in- 
diſpenſable neceffity of ſecrecy, with reſpect to the ſources of many 


parts of that intelligence, mult be felt by the Houſe, as reſulting | 
from conſiderations of good faith as well as public ſafety. They _ 


are convinced, that the early and uniform defeat of all attempts 
to diſturb the public tranquillity of this kingdom, is, in a very 


great degree, to be aſcribed to the meritorious and laudable dili- 
gence of the perſons filling thoſe departments of his Majeſty's go- 


vernment to which this duty has peculiarly belonged, They ap- 
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pear, during a long period of time, to have obtained early and 
accurate information of the chief deſigns and meaſures of the con- 


ſpirators; and the ſtriking manner in which the moſt important 


particulars of the ſecret intelligence thus procured, have, in a great 


variety of inſtances, been completely confirmed by events now 


notorious to the world, and by the confeſſion of parties concerned, 

entitles, in the opinion of your Committee, the whole of the in- 

formation derived from the ſame ſources, to the fulleſt credit. 
SECT. I. 


View of the nature and fyftem of the fociety of United Triſhmen, as folly 
| eſtabliſhed in Ireland, | EE 


Your Committee are induced, in the firſt inftance, to ſtate the 


nature, extent, and influence, of the ſociety of United Iriſhmen ; 


becauſe this ſociety has proved the moſt powerful engine, in the 
hands of conſpirators, againſt the government of their country, 
which has ever yet been deviſed ; and becauſe its proceedings 

place, in the cleareſt view, the real object of all ſocieties of this 
deſcription, either in Ireland or Great Britain; the peculiar means 
by which they act; and the extreme danger which ſuch ſocieties 
muſt produce, whenever they are fully eftabliſhed. It is this 
which has given exertion, conſiſtency, ſolidity, and force to the 
Iriſh Rebellion; which has enabled the conſpirators to form 


themſelves, under the eye and in defiance of government, into one 


D 


body, compacted by one bond of union, under an oath of fidelity 
and ſecrecy; engaging themſelves, in the firſt inſtance, to miſ- 


priſion of treaſon, and, ſucceiſively, to the perpetration of the moſt 


atrocious crimes. This ſociety, thus united and combined, ex- 


tended itſelf, by its ſubdiviſions, through every part of the king- 


dom; and was enabled to involve, in one general confederacy, a 


very numerous deſcription of individuals of almoſt every claſs, 
connected with each other by a pledge of ſecrecy, by conſciouſneſs 


of guilt, and by the ſenſe of perſonal danger, either from the vio- 
lated laws of their country, or from the reſentment and power of 
their aſſociates. Theſe bonds of union were ſtrengthened by the 
uſe of ſecret figns, frequently changed, and applied to different 
Tanks in the conſpiracy ; for the purpoſe of preventing diſcovery. 

The ſyſtem, thus eſtabliſhed, gradually acquired the means of 
diſturbing the tranquillity of the country in all its parts; of im- 
peding the execution of juſtice, by forcible reſiſtance to the au- 
thority of the laws; by the protection of accuſed perſons ; by the 


reſcue of priſoners ; the ſeizure of arms; and, at length, by the 


aſſaſſination of informers, of witneſſes, of magiſtrates, and of jury- 


men; till, by the general terror which was diffuſed, the loyal in- 


habitants in different counties were ſucceſſively driven into towns; 
or compelled wholly to quit the kingdom. At the head of this 
extenſive conſpiracy was placed a Conynittee, terming itſelf * An 
Executive Dire@ory' extending its influence and power, over 


the diſaffected, through every part of the kingdom, by Provin- 


« cial and Baronial Committees; through whom, and by the 
. miſſion 
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miſſion of itinerant delegates over the country, an univerſal cor- 


reſpondence was eftabliſhed, between this Executive Directory and 
all the ſubordinate powers and members of this ſyſtem. An in- 
tercourſe was maintained, in the name of the whole, with indi- 
viduals and ſocieties in this country, as well as with the govern- 
ments of his Majeſty's enemies; and the conſpirators were thus 
enabled to conceal, or diſplay their numbers at will; and, conſe- 
quently, to magnify their power, or to hide their weakneſs; to 
cireulate, with rapidity and effect, the moſt atrocious calumnies 
againſt his Majeſty's perſon and government, and againit all de- 
fcriptions and bodies of men, whom they thought it their intereſt 


to vilify ; to raiſe contributions, extorted frequently even from 
| thoſe who had not become members of their union; to procure, 


diſperſe, and conceal arms, ammunition, and artillery ; to collect 
military information; and, finally, to raiſe an army, formed of all 


thoſe among them capable of bearing arms, and placed under the 


command of officers, in military diviſions correſponding with 
thoſe eſtabliſhed for the general purpoſes of the conſpiracy. | 
* It is material to ftate, in detail, the formation of the different 
branches of this ſyſtem, in order to compare it with the inſtitu- 
tions of a fimilar nature, which have been fince formed in Great 
Britain, and which will be hereafter mentioned. Each of the 


inferior ſocieties conſiſted, according to their original inſtitu- 


tion, of thirty-fix members; which number was afterwards re- 
daced to twelve. Theſe twelve chofe a fecretary and treaſurer 
and the ſercretaries of five of thete ſocieties formed what was 
called A Lower Baronial Committee; which had the imme- 
Gate direction and ſuperintendance of thoſe five ſocieties. From 
each lower baronial committee, thus conſtituted, one member 
was delegated to an Upper Baronial Committee; which, in 
bke manner, aſſumed and exerciſed the fuperintendance and di- 
rection of the lower baronial committees in their reſpective 
counties. The next ſuperior committees were, in populous 
towns, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Diſtrict Committees, and 


in counties, by the name of County Committees; and were 


compoſed of members delegated by the upper baronial commit- 
tees, each upper baronial committee delegating one of its mem- 


bers to the diſtrict or county committee; and the diſtriẽt or coun- 


ty committees had the ſuperintendance and direction of the upper 
baronial committees. Having thus organized” (as it is termed) 
the feveral counties and populous towns, a committee, called 
A Subordinate Directory, was erected in each of the four 
provinces of Ulſter, Leinſter, Munfter, and Connaught, compof- 
ed of two members or three, according to the extent and popu- 
lation of the diſtricts which they repreſented ; who were delegated 


to a provincial committee, which held the immediate direction 


and ſuperintendance of the ſeveral county and diftrict committees 


in each of the four provin( ss; and a General Executive Direc- 


| 3 of the Secret Committee of Houſe of Lords of Ireland, Auguft 17, 
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tory,” compoſed of five perſons, was elected by the provincial. 
directories; but the election of this directory was ſo managed, 
that none but the ſecretaries of the provincial directories knew 


on whom the election fell. It was made by ballot, but not re- 


ported to the electors; the appointment was notified only to thoſe 
on whom the election devolved; and the executive directory, 
thus compoſed, aſſumed and exerciſed the ſupreme and uncon- 
trouled command of the whole body of the union, which, by 


theſe ſecret modes of election, was kept utterly ignorant who were 


the perſons to whom this implicit obedience was paid. 


SECT. II. 5 

Hiſeitution of United Iriſhmen in 1791; and Riſe of different Societies 
| nu Great Britain. 8 
For the purpoſe of obtaining a comprehenſive view of the at- 
tempts which have been repeatedly made, in the courſe of the 
laſt eight years, for eſtabliſhing a ſimilar ſyſtem in this country, 
and of the means by which * have been hitherto defeated, as 


ouſe to judge fully of the perſe- 
verance with which the ſyſtem is purſued, and of the nature and 


tendency of the meaſures which are carrying on at the preſent 
moment, your Committee deem it neceſſary, before they advert 


to more recent tranſactions, to go back to that period, when ſo- 

cieties of this tendency firſt appeared in both kingdoms, and to 

trace, as ſhortly as they can, their progreſs and intercourſe to the 
preſent time. | | 

The ſocicty of United Iriſhmen, was eſtabliſhed in the 2 

on- 

ſtitutional Society (which had long exiſted, but about this time 


aſſumed a new character) The Correſponding Society (which was 


inſtituted in the ſpring of 1792) and the ſocieties of perſons in 


Scotland terming themſelves The H iends of the People, (which 
originated at nearly the ſame period) appear to have adopted, in 
their fulleſt extent, all the extravagant and violent principles of 
the French Revolution. The events which followed, in the 


courſe of that year and the year 1792, encouraged among the 


leading members of theſe ſocieties, and other perſons of ſimilar 
principles, a ſanguine hope of introducing, into both countries. 
(under pretence of the reform of abuſes) what they termed, a 
* new Order of Things,” founded on the principles of that revo- 
lution. The degree of bigotry and — with which they 


attached themſelves to theſe principles, was manifeſted, as well by 


the ſpeeches and writings of the members of theſe ſocieties, as by 


the zeal with which they laboured to propagate, among the lower 


claſſes of the community, a ſpirit of hatred and contempt for the 
exiſting laws and government of the country. ; 


It can hardly be neceſſary to recall to the recollection of the 


Houſe, the induſtry with which they endeavoured to diſſeminate 
theſe ſentiments, by the circulation of their own proceedings and 


reſolutions 


— 
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reſolutions ; uniformly directed to vilify the forms and principles 
of the Britin conſtitution; to repreſent the people of this country 
as groaning under intolerable oppreffion; to eradicate all religious 
principle ; ; "and to recommend a recurience to experiments of deſ- 
perate innovation, ſimilar to thoſe which were at that time adopted 
in France. For the ſame purpoſe, the works of Paine, and other 
ie<htious and impious publications, were diſtributed, throughout 
almoſt every part of the kingdom, with an activity and profuſion 
beyond all former example. 

So confident were the ſocieties of the efficacy of theſe meaſures, 
that they appear almoſt univerſally to have looked forward from 
the beginning, to the entire overthrow of every exiſting eſtabliſn- 
ment, in theſe kingdoms, and to the creation of ſome democra- 
tical form of government; either by uniting the whole of the Bri- 
tiſn empire into one republic, or by dividing it into two or more 
republies. The conſpirators in Ireland, unque eſtionably, always 
meditated the complete ſeparation of chat country from Great 
Britain: all, however, eres themſelves as engaged in one 
common cauſe, as far as related to the deſtruction of the exiſting 
conſtitution ; all looked to the ſucceſs of the diſaffected in each 
country, as award ng their common views ; and each was ready 
to ſupport the other in any reſiſtance to the lawful government; 

a frequent intercourſe among them was therefore conſidered as im- 
portant to or ends : and they all invited, or expected, the 
countenance and aid of France. 

The attempts made in the beginning of this conſpiracy, to 
diſtzuiſe the real objects under falſe pretences, which ought at no 
time to have impoſed even on ſuperficial obſervers, have long ſince 
been abandoned. Subſequent tranſactions have not merely thewn 
the extremes to which the nature and principles of theſe ſocieties 
naturally led, but have completely unveiled the original and ſettled 


deſigns of the pertons chiefly concerned in them. Your Com- 


mi itte beg leave, in this place, to refer the Houle to * his Ma- 


jeſty's proclamatic n of the year 1792, and the ſeveral addreſſes of 


both houſes of parliament thereupon ; to the reports of the Com- 
mittees of p; arliament in this kingdom and in Ireland; and to the 
different trials for treaton and ſedition in both Kingdoms. And 
they are confident, that an attentive examination of thoſe docu- 


* Proclamation and Addreſſes 3 — 1992. 
Lords Feport - - S bs 1794. 
Commons Report 3 2 6. EF $706 
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ments can leave no doubt in the opinion of the Houſe (even on the 
circumſtances known at that early period) reſpecting the real na- 
ture and extent of the original conſpiracy, 


-, SECT, UE 
Firſt open attempt in Scotland. 


The groundwork having been thus laid in each kingdom, the 
firſt public attempt, which was openly directed to the object of 
overthrowing the government and etfecting a revolution, was made 
in Scotland; under circumſtances, which even then evidently marked 
the connection between the diſaffected throughout his Majeſty's do- 
minions. An Aſſembly, ſtyling itſelf A General Convention of 
© Delegates from the ſocieties of the Friends of the People throughout 
„Scotland,“ met at Edinburgh on the 11th of December 1792. 
Thomas Muir, a leading member of this aſſembly, endeavoured to 
prevail upon its members, at one of their meetings, to receive, and 
anſwer a paper intituled, ** An Addreſs from the Society, of United 
Iriſhmen in Dublin, to the delegates for promoting a Reform in 
Scotland ;** dated the 23d of November 1792; and ſet ſorth in 
the Appendix, (No. I.) in which the United Iriſh addreſs the 
Scotch delegates, in what they term * the ſpirit of civic union, 
in the fellowſhip of a juſt and common cauſe; and rejoiced, 
<< that the Scotch did not conſider themſelves as merged and melt- 
* ed down into another country:“ but that in the great national 
queſtion to which the addreſs alluded, ** they were ſtill Scotland.“ 
They added, that the cauſe of the United Iriſh, was alſo the 
*© cauſe of the Scotch delegates ;*' that“ univerſal emancipation, 
«© with Repreſentative Legiſlature, was the polar principle which 
«© guided the Society of United Iriſhmen;'” that their end was 


a natioual legitlature, their means, an union of the whole peo- 


„ ple.” And they recommended aſſembling the people in each 
country in, what they term, ** peaceable and conſtitutional con- 
vention ;'' the object of which they attempted to ditguiſe by the 

retence of reform and petition to Parliament. Several members 
of the Scotch Convention appear to have been alarmed at the lan- 
guage of this addreſs, and notwithſtanding the efforts of Muir, 
no anſwer was ſent; and the meeting adjourned to April 1793, 


The conduct of Muir, in this aſſembly, formed part of the charge 
of ſedition, upon which he was afterwards tried and found guilty. 
His zeal, however, recommended him to the conſpirators in Ire- 
land; and on the 11th of January, 1793, he became a member of 
the Society of United Iriſhmeu.of Publin. 


He was abſent in France at the time of the ſecond meeting of 


the Scotch Convention, which aſſembled in April 1793, and again 


adjourned itſelf to the 29th of October following; when it met a 

third time at Edinburgh, after the trial of Muir, who was con- 

victed and ſentenced to tranſportation in Auguſt 1793. It is. well 

known that he afterwards eſcaped from the place of his tranfporta- 

tion, and has recently reſided in France, purſuing a conduct mark- 

£1 by the moſt inveterate hoſtility to his country. | 
| B 2 8 This 
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* This meeting of the Scotch Convention in October 1793, ap- 
pears to have been held in concert with ſeveral ſocieties in England, 
and particularly the Conſtitutional Society and the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, already mentioned. Theſe ſocieties after- 
wards ſent delegates to the Scotch Convention; the terms of whoſe 
inſtructions demonſtrate the dangerous views of thoſe who ſent 
them. 4 5 
Hamilton Rowan, a member of the ſociety of United Iriſhmen 

of Dublin (now a fugitive from Ireland, and attainted of high 
treaſon) and the honourable Simon Butler, (likewiſe a member 
of the ſociety of United Iriſhmen), attended this meeting; aud 
Hamilton Rowan had previouſly been ſolicited, by letter from 
Scotland, on the ſubject of ſending delegates,from Ireland to the 
Convention. It does not appear however that theſe perſons bore 
the diſtinct character of delegares, but they were received with 
marked attention; and the Convention reſolved, on the 5th of 
November, 1793, © that any of the members of the ſociety. of 
United Inſhmen of Dublin ſhould be admitted to ſpeak and 
% vote in the Convention. On the 22d of November, 1793, 
the Convention had changed its title to that of "The Britiſh 
& Convention of Delegates of the People, aſſociated to obtain Uni- 
« yverſal Suffrage and Annual Pariiaments.”” They aſſumed, in 
almoſt every particular, the ſtyle and mode of proceeding adopted 
by the National Convention of France; they divided themſelves 
into * ſections, committees of organization, inſtruction, finance, 
and ſecrecy ;* granted, ©* honours of ſitting ;* made ©* honourable 
mention” in their minutes of patriotic donations; entered their 
minutes in the firſt year of the Britiſh Convention; inſtituted 
primary ſocieties, proviſional aſſemblies and departments;* re- 
ecived from their ſections a variety of motions and reports, ſome 
of which, in their ſtudied affectation of French phraſes, had the 
words Vive la Convention'' prefixed to them, and ended with 
Ca ira;'' and ſome were dated “ firſt year of the Britiſh Con- 
vention one and indiviſible.'” NET: 

The views of this dangerous aſſembly, appear from the minutes 
of their proceedings, and from the correſpondence of Skirving 
their ſecretary, Margarot and Gerald, the delegates of the London 
Correſponding Society, and Hardy the ſecretary of that ſociety ; 
which are ſtated in the report of the Committee of this Houſe in 
1794, and in the appendix to that report, and were given in evi- 
dence on the trials above referred to. | | 5 

It is obſervable upon the face of theſe minutes, that the funds 

of this Convention were extremely low; ſo low, that perhaps at 
firſt ſight the aflembly itſelf may appear to have been rather an 
object of contempt, from the apparent inadequacy of its pecuniary 
means, than an object of alarm from the dangerous extravagance 
of its revolutionary deſigns. It is happy for the peace of this 
country, that the means of theſe ſocieties in their different ſhapes | 
and ſtages, have not been more equal to ſuch deſigns. But the 


Report of Secret Committee of Houſe of Commons, June 1794. 
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recent proceedings in Ireland too plainly ſhew, that though the 
want of money may retard the progreſs and cripple the exertions 
of ſuch conſpiracies, yet numbers thus leagued together for the 
total ſubverſion of the government and conititution of a coun- 
try, poſſeſs means (which if not ſeaſonably counteracted) may in- 
troduce ſcenes of the moſt horrid confuſion, rebellion, and blood. 
This Convention continued to hold its meetings in the city of 
Edinburgh, until the 4th of December 1793; when its objects 
evidently tended towards open rebellion, ſome of the leading mem- 
bers were arreſted, together with Skirving, their ſecretary ; and 
Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald, were afterwards tried in Scot- 
land for ſedition, and ſentenced to tranſportation. The mem- 
bers of this Convention, notwithſtanding the arreft of ſome of 
their body, aſſembled again on the 5th of December, and refuſed . 
to diſperſe till compelled by the magittrates ; but they continued 
for ſome time to meet privately, in different ſocieties, and to car- 
ry on a ſecret correſpondence with various parts of England and 
Scotland. _ 3 
The ſociety of United Iriſhmen of Dublin, who had already 
| ſhewn the intereſt they took in the meeting of this Convention, 
1 appear (as was to be expected) to have confidered its diſperſion as 
1 | hoſtile to their views, and declared their ſentiments, by a reſolu- 
tion of the 20th December, 1793; in which, after noticing what 
they called, the oppreffive attempt in Edinburgh, to ſtifle the 
voice of the people through the Britiſh Convention, and the 
ce truly patriotic reſiſtance to that attempt, they reſolved, << that 
all, or any, of the members of the Britiſh Convention, and the 
* patriotic ſocieties which delegated members to that Convention, 


D * = - 3% 
6 thould be received as brothers and members of their ſociety. 


SECT. IV. 
Attempts to aſſemble a Convention of the People in England, | 


The leading Engliſh Societies, which have been already ſtated 
to have ſent delegates to the Scotch Convention; had, during its 
ſittings, and for a conſiderable time previous thereto, been actively 

employed in meaſures directed to ſimilar objects. For the pur- 
pole of promotiug their ſeditious projects, they had carried on a 
conſtant correſpondence with all the numerous country ſocieties, 
which had been formed in many populous towns in different parts | 
of the kingdom. They had, as early as in May, 1792, preſented | 
an addreſs, ſufficiently expreſſive of their principles, to thoſe whom 
they ſtyled, ©* the Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris, known 
„ by the name of Jacobins.'' In the end of the fame year, after 
receiving a letter of approbation from perſons calling themſelves 
„Friends of Liberty and Equality in France, they inſtituted a 
regular Committee of Foreign Correſpondence; and they had 
even proceeded to preſent addreſſes to the National Convention in 
France, which had then aſſumed the whole legiſlative and execu- | 
tive power, and was aſſembled for the purpoſe of framing a new | 
sonſtitution, and proceeding to the trial of the King. In * of | 
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theſe addreſſes, particularly noticed in the report of 1794, but 
which your Committee think it material again to advert to, they 
ſtyled the Convention, << ſervants ofa ſovereign people, and be- 
nefactors of mankind. 'Jhey rejoice that the revolution had ar- 
rived at that point of perfection, which enabled them to addrefs 
them by ſuch a title. They extol the proceedings of the 10th of 
Auguſt as a glorious victory, and add The Benefits will in part 


be ours, but the glory will be all your own; and it is the re- 


ward of your perſeverance, the prize of virtue. In January 


following, at the eve of the murder of the French King, and of 


the commencement of- hoſtilities againſt this country, Barrere, 


Roland, and St. Andre, active members of the French Conven- 


tion, had been elected honorary members of the Conſtitutional 
Society: And two ſpeeches made by Barrere and St. Andre, de- 
hvered for the expreſs purpoſe of accelerating the condemnation 
and execution of the King, aſſerting the doctrines of the ſovereign- 
ty of the people, and deducing, as its conſequence, the unlimited 
rights of a National Convention, and the perſonal reſponſibility of 
the monarch, were entered on the books of the Conſtitutional 


Society; and the reſolution for this purpoſe was publiſhed in the 
news-papers. Actuated by theſe principles, the Engliſh ſocieties 


perſevered in their deſign; and notwithſtanding the diſperſion of 
the meeting at Edinburgh, which had aſſumed the appellation of 


the Britiſh Convention, proceeded on a plan, which they had 
long had in contemplation, for aſſembling in England; a ſimilar 


but more extenſive meeting, under the appellation of a Conven- 
tion of the people.“ | OE 

At a general meeting of the Correſponding Society, held at the 
Globe Tavern on the 20th January, 1794, a reſolution and ad- 
dreſs to the people of England were agreed to, and ordered to be 
publiſhed ; expreſsly directed to the object of aſſembling a gene- 
ral convention of the People. N | 

At another general meeting of the Society, held at Chalk Farm 
on the 14th of April, 1794, among a variety of inflammatory 


reſolutions, they declared that the whole proceedings of the late 


Britiſh Convention at Edinburgh claimed their approbation and 
applauſe. They at the ſame time returned thanks to Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan, priſoner in Newgate in the city of Dublin 
(who had in March 1794, been choſen an honorary member of 
rhe Conſtitutional Society) as well as to the Society of United 
Friſhmen in Dublin, whom they exhorted to perſevere in their ex- 
ertions, to cbtain juſtice for the people of Ireland. The language 
held on different occaſions evidently ſhewed their intention of en- 
deavouring to eſtabliſh by force, the authority of ſuch a conven- 
tion. They exhorted each other to prepare courageouſly for 
the ſtruggle which they meditated ;'' and openly avowed that 
they meant to obtain the redreſs, which they profeſſed to ſeek, 
not from parliament, not from the executive government, but 
« from themſelves, and from their own ſtrength and valour; from 
« their oavn laws, and not from the laws of thoſe, whom they 
% termed their * plunderers, enemies, and oppreſſors. For the 
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purpoſe of aſſembling ſuch a convention, and of preparing the 
people at large to look to its proceedings with reſpect, and to 
adopt and countenance the doctrine and practices which it might 
recommend, itinerant members of the ſocieties above-mentioned, 


diſperſed themſelves throughout different parts of the country, 


proceeding from town to town, and from village to village, en- 


deavouring to inculcate into the minds of thoſe with whom the 

converſed, the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure, as that which they had 
in contemplation, for the reform of the abuſes of the government, 
and the redreſs of the grievances of the people; and deſcribing, 


in language varied according to the paſſions or prejudices of dif- 
| ferent claſſes whom they addreſſed, the nature and extent of the 


different political purpoſes, which might be effected by a conven- 
tion, once aſſembled. The diſperſion of Paine's works, and other 


works of a ſimilar tendency, was at the ſame time continued with 


encreaſed induſtry; and the ſocieties flattered themſelves that they 
had, by theſe means, really made a progreſs towards preparing a 
large portion of the nation to favour their project. | 

The zeal indeed of many of the country ſocieties. appears to 
have outrun the inſtructions of the agents, and to have carried 
them into diſcuſſions, beyond thole limits which the perſons who 
planned and inſtigated the meaſure, thought it prudent in the firſt 
inſtance to preſcribe. The agents were inſtructed to confine the 
views of the ſeveral ſocieties to whom they were deputed, and to 
point the wiſhes of individuals, purely to the attainment of uni- 
verſal ſuffrage, from which, once eſtabliſhed, it was repreſented 
that all the reforms which could be defired would naturally flow; 
and it appears to have been the deſign of thoſe who directed the 
buſineſe, to prevent the premature diſcuſſion of any of thoſe pointe, 
which they repreſented as ſubordinate, until after the Convention 
ſhould have been aſſembled, and this primary object of univerſal 
ſuffrage obtained. No caution or prohibition however could pre- 
vent many of the country ſocieties from ſhewing how confidently 
they anticipated, as the reſult to which the deliberations of that 
Convention mult neceſſarily lead, the abolition of mcnarchy, of 
ariſtocracy, and of other eſtabliſhments, which they deemed 
equally oppreſſive; and the ſubſtitution of a repreſentative go- 
vernment, founded on the new doctrine of the Kights ef Man; 
and uniting, in one body, all the legitlative and executive powers 
of the ſtate, 55 . 
This intended Convention was prevented from aſſembling by 
the arreſt of the ſecretaries, and of ſeveral members of the two 
ſocieties, called The London Correſpending Society, and 
* The Conſtitutional Society. The ſecretaries and leading mem- 


bers of the ſocieties at Sheffield and Norwich, (which, together 


with ſeveral other ſubordinate ſocieties in different parts of the 
kingdom, were in conſtant correſpondence with them) were alſo 
taken into cuſtody. The attention of Parliament was at this period 
directed to theſe proceedings; and in conſequence of the evidence 
then laid before a Secret Committee of this Houſe, the power of 
detaining ſuſpected perſons was intruſted to his Majeſty, 8 
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The ſubſequent proceedings are ſufficiently known. Some of 
the perſons ſo arreſted were proſecuted for high {treaſon. A_ 
Grand Jury for the County of Middleſex found a Bill againſt 
Thomas Hardy, the Secretary of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, and eleven others. Three of the perſons ſo indicted, viz. - 
Thomas Hardy, John Horne Tooke, and John Thelwall, were 
tried, and on their trials were acquitted of the charge in the in- 
dictment. But the evidence given on thoſe trials eftabliſhed, in 
the cleareſt manner, the grounds on which the Committees of 
the two Houſes of Parliament had formed their Reports in 1794; 
and ſhewed, beyond a poſlibility of doubt, that the views of theſe 
perſons and their contederates, were in their nature completely 
hoſtile to the exiſtirg government and conſtitution of this king- 
dom, and went dire ctiy to the ſubyertion of every eſtabliſhed and 
legitimate authority. | | | 
After theſe acquittals Henry Redhead, alias Yorke, who had 
been committed at the ſame time on a charge of high treaſon, was 
brought to trial at York in July 1795, upon an indictment for a 
ſeditious conſpiracy ; in which Joſeph Gale, the printer of a 
newſpaper at Sheffield, and Richard Daviſon of Sheffield, both 
of whom had fled from juſtice, were included. Upon the trial 
of Yorke on this indictment, he was found guilty, and ſentenced 
to two years impriſonment. 


SECT. V. | 
Fur ther Preceedings ſubſequent to the Arreſts in 1794. 


The diſcloſures made upon theſe trials; the detentions alread 
mentioned; and the powers veſted in Government by the Act 
to empower his Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch'perſons as his 
« Majeliy ſhall ſuſpect are conſpiring againſt his perſon and ga- 
„ yernment,”” which received the royal aſſent on the 23d of 
May 1794; broke for a time all the meaſures which had been 
concerted by the difaffected, and obliged them to proceed with 
more caution and reſerve. But they never appear for a moment 
to have relinquiſhed their original deſign; and the nature and 
conſtitution of the Correſponding Society (which ſtill ſubſiſted) 
peculiarly qualified it ſecretly to continue its machinations, and 
to extend and diffuſe its pernicious: principles among the lower 
orders of the people. The plan of this conſtitution, as originally 
propoſed, not having been itated in the Reports before referred fo, - 
is inſerted in the Appendix (No. 2.) It is evident that the over- 
throw of every part of the government and conſtitution of this 
kingdom, was in the immediate contemplation of thoſe by whom 
this plan was formed; and that it was contrived with the view of 
being applied to the molt extenſive purpoſes, if they had ſucceed- 
ed in that object, and of enabling the conſpirators, after the 
overthrow of che exiſting government, to uſurp and exerciſe an 
uncontrouled authority over the whole kingdom. It does not 
appear that this plan was ever formally adopted; but ſo much of 
it as led to the eftabliſhment of a ſecret ſyſtem of direction, re- 
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ſembling that of the United Iriſhmen, was agreed to, and reduced 
to practice. | | 3 
Not contented with employing theſe means gradually to extend 
their influence through different parts of the kingdom, the lead- 

ing members of thele ſocieties, ſhortly before the opening of the 
. ſeffion of Parliament in October 1795, called together an unlaw=- 
ful meeting in a field near the metropolis, evidently with a view 


of trying the temper of the populace. Under the pretence of 


dehates, language of the moſt ſeditious and inflammatory na- 
ture was held to a large multitude, whom curioſity, or other mo- 
tives, had aſſembled there, and the moſt daring” libels were ut- 
tered againſt every part of the conſtitution of theſe realms. - 
The public tranquillity appears to your Committee to have 


been greatly endangered by this ſtep : ſo exactly reſembling that 


which afteen years before had nearly led to the deſtruction of the 
metropolis : and your Committee are decidedly of opinion, that 
the ſhameful and highly criminal outrages which ſoon after took 
place on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, are, in a great degree, to be 
aſcribed to the influence of theſe inflammatory proceedings, and 
of this public and open violation of the laws. It is not without 


regret that your Committee feel themſelves obliged to recall to 


the recollection of the Houſe, the horrid and ſacrilegious attempt 
againſt his Majeſty's perſon, with which thoſe outrages were ac- 
companied. | ON | 
This alarming proof of the dreadful and deſperate conſequences 
which meetings and proceedings of ſuch a deſcriptivn naturally 
tend to produce, made a deep impreſſion on the minds of the 
public, and neceſſarily engaged the attention of Parliament. On 
a full confideration of all the circnmſtances, the Legiſlature, by 
ſalutary laws, ſtrengthened the authority of the magiſtrate for the 
repreſſion of ſedition and tumult ; provided freſh checks againſt 
meetings of a dangerous tendency, and of a deſcription unkr. vn 
in the hiftory and conſtitution ef this country; encreaſed the 


penalties of obftinate and mpaned gar ; and added a freſh fafe- 


guard to the ſacred perſon of his Majetty. 

One of the immediate effects of theſe meaſures was, to put a 
flop to a practice, which had too long been ſuffered in the me- 
tropolis, to the diſgrace of all order and government the open 
and regular delivery of public lectures, inculcating the doctrines 
of ſedition and treaſon; inciting the hearers to follow the example 


. of France, and animating them to the commiſfion of the moſt 


atrocious crimes. This practice has not fince been revived in the 
fame ſhape ; but many of the debating focieties which ſubſiſt at 
the preſent time, appear, to your Committee, to be, in a great 


meaſure, directed to the ſame pernicious objects, and to require 


further animadverſion and correction. Some check was alſo 
iven ta the licentiouſneſs of the preſs, which had, till then, been 
in a great meaſure unreſtrained. That licentiouſneſs has fur- 
niſhed, in every part of Europe, ftone of the moſt dangerous in- 
ſtruments in the hands of conſpirators. The induftry with which 
every ſpecies of inflammatory and ſeditious libels had been diſ- 
| | C 2 ſeminated, 
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ſeminated, applying to the various paſſions and prejudices of 


every claſs of ſociety, but particularly of that which is the lea 
informed, and therefore the moſt open to ſeduction, is an unan- 
ſwerable proof, both of the extent and of the zeal of the conſpi 
racy in this country. 5 : I 
After the paſling of theſe Bills, the London Correſponding So- 


cieties fent their delegates into the country, to point out the me- 


thod of evading them, and for the purpoſe of feeling the diſpoti 


tion of the people. Two perſons, in this character, John Binns 
and John Gale Jones, were ſent, by the London Correſponding 


Society, to Birmingham, where they were arreſted. They were 
found addrefling a meeting of perlons in that town. Upon the 
perſon of Jones were found two papers; one a letter of credence 
from the ſociety, ſigned by John Aſhley their ſecretary, intro- 
ducing Binns and Jones as their accredited delegates ;' and the 


other, the inſtruction of the ſociety for the conduct of theſe De- 


legates ; both which papers. your Committee have inſerted in the 


Appendix, (Nos. 3 and 4.) They wiſh particularly to notice, 
that after directions given to the delegates, to perſuade the people 
whom they were to addreſs, that the fole object of the ſociety 


was parliamentary reform, and that the bills laſt referred to need 


not prevent their continuing to meet, the 7th article of the in- 
ſtructions is in theſe words, Ihe defign of the above articles is 


* to remove miſapprehenſions relative to the ſafety of our aſſocia- 


tion under the new laws. This part of your miſſion being 


effected, you are to ſtrain every power of your mind to awaken 


60 
o 


La 


citizens to be ready with us, to purſue our common object, if 
it muſt be, to the ſcaffold, or rather (if our enemies are def- 
perate enough to bar up every avenue to enquiry and diſcuſ- 
tion) to the field, at the hazard of extermination ; convinced 
that no temper leſs decided than this will ſuffice to regain li- 
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may ſucceed by the irreſiſtible voice of the people, you are to 


excite, in every ſociety, the defire which animates our bo- 
* ſoms to embrace the nation us brethren, and the reſolution to 
bear every repulle from pation and prejudice which fails to de- 
„ prive us of the ſure grounds of argument.“ And in the 13th 
Article are the following expreſſions: | 

In a word; you are always to reflect, that you are wreſtling 


60 


«* with the enemies of the human race, not for yourſelves merely, 


* for you may not ſee the full day of liberty, but for the child 
«© hanging at the breaſt ; and that the queſtion, whether the next 
*© generation ſhall be free, or not, may greatly depend on the 


*f wiſdom and integrity of your conduct in the generous miſ- 
© ftons which you ani your fellow deputies now take upon your- 


© 99 


« ſelyes. 


. Notwithſtanding this diſpoſition to reſiſt and evade the effect of 
theſe bills, yet the ſeaſonable and effectual check thus for a ſecond 


time given to the progreſs of ſedition and treaſon, averted imme- 
date danger; and if it did not extinguiſh the hopes of the con- 
| | ſpirators, 


ROI 


the ſleeping ſpirit of liberty; you are to call upon our fellow-_ 


berty from a bold uſurping faction. But, to the end that we 
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pirators, at leaſt deterred them from the public avow | and pur- 


ſuit of their projects. But the attempt to p üſon the minds of the 
lower orders of the people, and to prepare the means which might 
be reſorted to on any favourable occaſion, was purſued with un- 

During the remainder of the year 1796, the ſyſtem continued 
to operate ſilently and ſecretly, but, in the beginning of the fol- 
lowing year, its contagious influence was found to have extended 
to a quarter, where it was the leaſt to be ſuſpected, and produced 


effects, which ſuddenly threatened the deareſt intereſts and imme- 


diate ſafety of the country with the moſt imminent danger. 

The mutiny which took place in the fleet, if conſidered in all 
its circumſtances, will be traced to an intimate connection with 
the principles and practices deſcribed by your Committee, and 
furniſhes the moſt alarming proof of the etficacy of thoſe plans 
of ſecrecy and concert, 1o often referred to, and of the facility 
with which they are applied for inflaming and heightening dit- 
content {from whatever caule it proceeds) and for converting what 
might otherwiſe produce only a haſty and inconſiderate breach 
of ſubordination and diſcipline, into the molt ſettled and ſyſte- 
matic treaſon and rebellion. Theſe principles and this concert 
could alone have produced the wide extent of the mutiny, and 
the uniformity of its operation in ſo many and 1uck diſtant quar- 
ters. The perſons principally engaged in it, even in its early 
ſtages, were many of them United lriſhmen. The mutineers 
were bound by ſecret oaths to the perpetration of the greateſt 
crimes, An attempt was made to give to the ſhips in mutiny, the 


name of the Floating Republic, and this attempt was counte- 


nanced both by papers publiſhed in France, and by a paper here 
called the Courier, which has on many occaſions appeared al- 
moſt equally devoted to the French cauſe. In ſome inſtances a a 
diſpoſition was manifeſted to direct the efforts of the mutineers to 
the object of compelling the government of this country to con- 
clude a peace with the foreign enemy, and they at length even 
meditated betraying the ſhips of his Majeſty into the hands of that 
enemy. All theſe circumſtances combine to impreſs your Com- 
mittee with à firm perſuaſion, that whatever were the pretences 
and miſrepreſentations employed to teduce from their duty a brave 


and loyal body of men; yet a ſpirit, in itſelf ſo repugnant to the 


habits and diſpoſitions of Britiſh ſailors, muſt have had its origin 
in thoſe principles of foreign growth, which the ſocieties of the 
conſpirators have induſtriouſly introduced into this country, and 


which they have inceſſantly laboured to difleminate among all de- 


ſcriptions of men ; but eſpecially among thoſe whole fidelity and 
ſteadinels is moſt important to the public ſafety. A ſtriking in- 
ſtance of the deſperate extent to which theſe principles were ar- 
ried, appears in the proceedings of a court martial, held in the 
month of June 1797; an abſtract of which your Committee have 


thought it right to inſert in the Appendix (No. 17.) The opinion 


Rated by your Committee, will be {till more confirmed by the re- 
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peated and atrocious attempts (bearing ſtill more evidently the 
character of thoſe principles in which they originated) which 
have been made in a great number of inſtances ſince the great mu- 


tiny was ſuppreſſed; and of which it will be neceſſary for your 


Committee hereafter to take notice. At the period now referred 
to, theſe ſyſtematic attempts to ſeduce both the ſailors and ſol- 
diers from their duty and allegiance, to incite them to mutiny, 
and to engage them in plans for the ſubverſion of government, had 
become ſo apparent and frequent, as to attract the immediate no- 
tice of the legiſlature. Among theſe attempts, that made by a 
perſon of the name of Fellows, convicted at Maidſtone in July 
1797, deſerves particular attention. The ſeditious hand bill which 
he was proved to have diſtributed among the ſoldiers, is inſerted. 
in the Appendix, (No. 5.); and it appears from a letter (alſo 


there inſerted, No. 6.) written by him to Evans and Bone, two 
of the moſt active members of the London Correſponding So- 


ciety, and who have ſucceſſively filled the office of ſecretary to 
that ſociety, ſhortly before his arreſt, that he had gone to Maid- 


ſtone for the purpoſe of circulating ſeditious papers, as well as of 


making reports of the ſociety at Maidſtone. 


In conſequence of the prevalence of theſe dangerous practices, 
two acts of parliament were paſſed in the year 1797 *; one in- 
flicting ſevere penalties on any perſon guilty of inciting any of 
his Majeſty's forces by ſea or land to mutiny ; the other for more 


he propriety and neceſſity of both theſe acts, was far- 


Dan preventing the adminiſtering or taking of unlawful 


oaths. 


ther evinced ſhortly after. A perſon of the name of Fuller, was 


detected two days after the paſſing the firſt act, in attempting to 
ſeduce a ſoldier belonging to the Colditream Regiment of Guards, 


was found guilty at the following ſeſſions of the Old Bailey, and 


ſentenced to death; and one Charles Radcliffe, proſecuted under 
the ſecond act, at the laſt court of ſeſſion held for the county 
palatine of Cheſter, was found guilty of adminiſtering the oath | 


or teſt of the fociety of United Engliſhmen. The paper found 
upon Fuller, and which formed the chief ground of his convic- 
tion, is inſerted in the Appendix, (No. 7.) and deſerves particular 
attention. ES | | | | 

Your Committee have thus traced the chief tranſactions which 


_ took place in this country, connected with the general deſign of 
the conſpiracy, nearly to the period when its effects were mani- 


feſted in their moſt dreadful and formidable ſhape in Ireland, by 
the atrocious and unexampled rebellion which broke out in the 


| begining of the laſt ſuminer. About this time, either with a 


view to\ that very rebellion, or in conſequence of it, the ſocieties 


in this country entered into ſtill cloſer connection with the ſociety 


of United Iriſhmen, and aſſumed a ſhape, more ſimilar than be- 
fore, to that ex:traordinary combination, the nature and effects of 
which have been already fully defcribed. It will therefore be ne- 
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cefſary for your Committee, in this place, ſhortly to review the 


pragreſs of this ſociety, and of the ſteps by which it gradually 
prepared the way for the recent miſeries and calamities which 


have been experienced in Ireland. 


SECT. VI.” 


Propreſs of the Society of United Iriſhmen in Ireland, till the period f 


the Rebellion ; its intercourſe with France, and with leading Members 
of Societies in this Country, | | 


The tranſactions of the conſpirators in that country are ſo fully 


detailed in the different reports of the two Houſes of the Irifh Par- 


liament, that your Committee do not think it noe to ſtate 
them at length ; and will-only call the attention of the Houſe to 


ſuch parts of them as prove, from the ſubſequent conduct of the 


conſpirators, the falſchood of the early pretences by which my 
attempted to diſguiſe their real views, as well as the intercourſe 
kept up by them with the French Directory, chiefly through Eng- 
land, and the communication between leading members of the 


| ſociety of United Iriſhmen,-and thoſe of 1imilar ſocieties in Great 


Britain. 
As early as in the year 1793, hopes and expectations were held 


out of French affiſtance; prayers were 2 offered up, at Bel- 


faſt, from the pulpit, for the ſucceſs of the French arms; mili- 
tary aſſociations were entered into without any legal authority; 


and repeated attempts were made to ſeduce the foldiery from their 
duty. ; 


France, through England, into Ireland, for the purpoſe of car- 
Tying on a treaſonable correſpondence with a view to an invaſwn of 


both kingdoms. He was particularly recommended to ſome of 


the leading members of the Engliſh ſocieties ; and he tranſmitted 


to the French government, both from London and from Dublin, 


papers on the ſubject of his. miſſion, which had been previouſly 
communicated to other perſons in each kingdom“. 
In April 1794 he had many confidential converſations at Dublin, 
on this ſubje&t, with Hamilton Rowan, a leader of the United 
Iriſhmen, before-mentioned ; who was then, in priſon, and ſince 


his eſcape has been attainted for high treaſon ; with Wolfe Tone, 
alſo a leading member of the ſame ſociety, who was lately taken 


on board the French ſhip the Hoche, in the actual attempt to in- 

vade Ireland; and with Lewins, now the reſident envoy from the 

United Iriſh at Paris. | | | 
Although the trials of Jackſon and Stone, and the arreſt and 


| Bight of Hamilton Rowan and Tone, checked theſe projects for a 


time, the ſociety of United Iriſhmen purſued their meaſures with 


unabating activity. The government of Ireland acquired infor- 


mation reſpecting the conduct of particular perſons, whom they 


# Vide Jackſon gnd Stone's Trial and Report of Commons in as = | 
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had even at that time ſufficient ground to confider as chiefly en- 


gaged in this treaſonable conſpiracy ; particularly Lewins, above 

referred to; Henry and John Sheares, ſince convicted of high 
treaſon, and executed; Oliver Bond, and Wolfe Tone, convicted 
ot the ſame crime, and both ſince dead the latter by his own 
hands to eſcape the puniſhment due to his crimes; Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald, who died in priſon in conſequence of the wounds he 
received in reſiſting the officers of Juſtice, and has been fince at- 
tainted of high treaſon ; and Arthur O' Connor, M<Nevin, and 
Emmett, whoſe vida! guilt, as well as that of the whole 
confpiracy, 1s ſufficiently proved by their own confeſſions. 

It is ſtated, in the confeſſions of the three perſons laſt named, 
that the firſt communication which came to their knowledge be- 
tween the Iriſh and the French Directories, was an offer made by 
the latter, in the year 1796, to ſend a French army to Ireland to 
the aſſiſtance of the republicans: but the Committee of the Houſe 
of Lords in Ireland have ſtated it as their opinion, that Lewins 


had been diſpatched to France, in the ſummer of 1795, to requeſt | 


this aſſiſtance ; and your Committee are convinced, from ſecret 


intelligence which bas been laid before them, that this opinion 
Was well founded. 


The invaſion of Ireland, which was attempted in December 


1796, was arranged at an interview which took place on the fron- 
tier of France between Lord Edward F itzgerald, Arthur O“ Con- 


nor, and General Hoche, in the fummer of that year. After the 
failure of this attempt, the ſolicitations of the Iriſh Directory 


were renewed; a propoſal, which arrived from France early in 


1797, was accepted, and an anſwer tranſmitted, through Eng- 
land, by the means of Arthur O'Connor; Lewins Was diſpatched 
to Paris in April, and M Nevin in June. Both were employed 
in urging the invaſion of Ireland; and in counteracting the nego- 
ciation for peace with the F rench Republic; which his Majeſty's 
Miniſter was then carrying on at Lifle. A conference was held 
in the ſame ſuramer, in London, between Lord Edward Fitzge- 
rald and a French agent who came from Hamburgh, in which 
further arrangements were made for the intended invaſion. | 
The arreſt of ſeveral perſons in Ireland, and the flight of others; 
and the memorable defcut, by Lord Duncan, of the fleet intended 
to protect the expedition fitted out from Holland, again diſcon- 
certed the projects of the conſpirators. After this event, the 


French government appears to have repeatedly urged the leaders 


of the Iriſh Union to immediate inſurrection ; but the more cau- 
tious amongſt them were unwilling to aR, until the French ſhould 
actually have landed ; and their opinion for a time prevailed. 
The correſpondence was in the mean time continued: the pro- 
fects of rebellion and invaſion were ripening ; and at this period 
the hopes of the Inth conſpirators derived freſh encouragement from 
reports of the progreſs of new ſocietjes in Great Britain, formed 
on the ſame plan with themſelves. A regular communication was 


kept up between the Iriſh and Engliſh committees, through Ar- 


tkur O*Connor, who had © ome from Ireland to England car ly in 
January 
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: January 1798 ; and in the reports tranſmitted by the Engliſh ſo- 


Cieties to Ireland, the force of the United Engliſhmen (a ſociety 
which had been recently formed on the modet of the United Iriſh, 
and of which a more particular account will be given hereafter) 
was repreſented to be conſiderable, though your Committee have 
reaſon to believe that there was much exaggeration in theſe re- 
ports. Arthur O*Connor,* in a letter to his brother, dated Lon- 
don 13th February 1798, and feized in Lord Edward Fitzgerald's 


apartments at Leinſter Houle, ſtates, ** that Scotland is Iriſh all 


** over—that the people here give no opinion, though it is eaſy 
to learn they look for & change. =, 

At a provincial meeting in Ireland, held on the Iſt of February 
17 98, it was ttated to the meeting, by a perſon juſt arrived from 
Dublin, that “ the French were going on with the expedition, 
© and that it was in a greater ſtate of forwardneſs than was ex- 
„ pected; but what was more flattering, three delegates had been 


e {ent from the United Britons to the Irith National Committee, 


and from that moment the Iriſh were to conſider England, 


% Scotland, and Ireland, all as one people, acting for one common 
« cauſe.'* An addreſs was at the ſame time produced, which it 


Was ſtated the delegates of Britain had brought with them to the 


Iriſh National Committee. It was alfo ſtated, that the prieſt 


| OcCoigly was one of the delegates mentioned to have been then 


lately returned from France ; and it was added, that he, and 
another prieſt who had fled from Ireland, were the principal 


2 who had opened the communication with the United 
ritons. 1 | 


At another provincial meeting, held on the 27th February, 


1798, it appears to have been ſtated, „that a delegate had ar- 


< rived from France; that the French were uſing every cndeavour 
to have the expedition for Ireland completed; and that the 


„ Iriſh delegate came home to cauſe the United Irith to put them- 
« ſelves into a ſtate of organization to join them, as the Directory 


poſitively aſſured the Irifh delegates, that the expedition would 
jet out for Ireland the end of April or the beginning of May.“ 


It was alſo ſtated, that there had been a meeting of all the dele- 


gates in England and Scotland held in London; but that their 


reſolutions could not be obtained till the next provincial meeting, 


to be held on the 25th of March. | 


The addreſs, which the delegates of United Britons were ſa 
ſtated, at the provincial meeting of the lit of February 1798, to 
have brought with them to the Iriſh National Committee, your 
Committee have inferted in the Appendix (Nog8.) About the 
ſame time a moſt ſeditious paper, ſent from the London Corre- 
ra Society to the Society of United Iriſhmen, ſigned J. T. 

roſsfield, Preſident— Tho. Evans, Secretary dated 30th Ja- 
nuary 1798, (alfo inſerted in the Appendix, No. 9). was pub- 
Hſhed in Ireland, in a paper called“ The Preſs,” and the orginal 
ſeized in March 1798, in conſequence of the apprehenſion of Ar- 


thur O'Connor in England. 


* Vide Trial of O'Connor. 
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The prieſt O.Coigly, referred to in theſe tranſactions, and who 
has ſince been convicted and executed at Maidſtone, was a native 


of Ireland, and went from that country to Cuxhaven in 1797 
with another Iriſhman who was obliged to fly from Ireland, and 


paſſed into Holland at the time when the Dutch fleet under Ad- 
miral de Winter was about to ſail, with a large body of troops, 
on an expedition deſtined againſt Ireland. When the fleet had 
ſailed without the troops, O' Coigly and his companion went to 
Paris, where finding themſelves thwarted by the jealouſy of the 
reſident envoy from the Iriſh Union, O'Coigly returned to Eng- 
land about the middle of December 1797, and went to Ireland in 
January 1798. 1 . - 

Whilſt in Ireland he appears to have had interviews and corre- 


ſpondence with Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and others of the Iriſh 


conſpirators ; and he returned to England about the middle of 
February 1798. BY | „„ 

Intelligence was conveyed to Government of this man's deſigns, 
and particularly of his intention to paſs into France, for the pur- 
poles, which afterwards appeared to be the object of his miſſion; 
be was therefore narrowly watched; and on the 28th of February 
1798, he was, together with Arthur O'Connor, John Binns, Al- 
len and Leary, taken into cuſtody at Margate, in the attempt to 
obtain a paſſage to France. The particular circumſtane2s attend- 
ing theſe attempts, are detailed in the evidence on his trial. One 


4 


of the papers ſeized by the officers who apprehended him, was an 


addreſs from the Secret Committee of England to the Executive 
Directory of France, ſet forth in the Appendix; (No. 10.) 
clearly demonſtrating the traitorous views of thoſe who formed 


the addreſs, and were inſtrumental in the attempt to tranſmit it 
to France. | 5 


It appears alſo to your Committee, both from previous and ſub- 
ſequent information, that Arthur O. Connor, woo had been, to the 
moinent of leaving Ireland, one of the members of the Iriſh Direc- 
tory, was not only going to France in the confidence that, when 


| there, he ſhonld be conſidered and received as an accredited agent, 


but was confidentially employed by the remaining members of 
that Directory, who were at that time diſſatisfied with the conduct 
of Lewins. LEI | 


SECT. VII. 


Further Intercourſe between the United Triſhmen, the French Govern- 


ment, and the Britiſh Societies; Formation of new Societies, and their 


| Proceedings. : : | 
At the meetings of the London Correſponding Society, for 
above two years before this time, it had been avowed, that the 
object of the ſociety was to form a republic, by the affiftance of 


France. Reform in Parliament, or even annual elections, or uni- 
verſal ſuffrage, were therefore no longer mentioned. Your Com- 


mittee have abundant reaſon to believe, from the information laid 
before them, that a perſon of the name of Aſhley, (one of the wa 
wy | ons 
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ons arreſted in 1794) and who had, for à long time, beeri ſecre- 


tary to this ſociety, was now acting as their agent at Paris, and 


had recently given them hopes of the ſucconr of a French army. 


Meetings were held, to contrive the means of precuritig arms, to 
Enable them to co-operate with a French force, in caſe of an inyas 
fion. The leading members of the diſaffected ſocieties were alſo 

g an occaſional meeting, which was held 
at a cellar in Furnival's Inn, and was firſt formed for the purpoſe 


of reading the libellous and treaſonable publication, called The . 


Prefs.” This place gradually became the reſort of all thoſe who 
were engaged the moſt deeply in the confpitacy. It was particu- 
larly attended by Arthur O'Conhor and O'Coigly, previous to 
their attempt to go over to France; and by the perſons chiefly 
inſtrumental in carrying on correſpondence with the Iriſh conſpi- 
rators ; and ſecret conſultations were repeatedly held there, with 
a view to projects, which were thought too dangerous and deſpe- 
rate to he brought forward in any of the larger ſocieties. Among 
theſe plans, was that of effecting a general inſurrection, at the 


fame moment, in the metropolis and throughout the country, and 


of directing it to the object of ſeizing or aſſaſſinating the King, 


the Royal Family, and many of the members of both Houſes of 


Parliament. An officer, of ſome experience in his Majeſty's ſer- 


vice, was ſelected as their military leader; and ſanguine hopes 
were entertained, that they could command a ſufficient force to 


effect their deſperate purpoſe, in the firſt inftance, by ſurprize. 


But although the apprehenſion that they could not as yet collect 


ſufficient numbers to maintain and ſecure their advantage, appears, 
for the time, to have deterred them from the attempt ; yet the 
general language held among theſe perſons, at this period, prov- 
ed, that they had brought themſelves to the opinion that matters 
were nearly ripe for meaſures of open violence. | 

Attempts were at the ſame time made to form in London, upon 
the plan of the United Iriſnmen, the ſociety of United Engliſh» 
men or United Britons ; before referred to: and O'Coigly and 
John Binns appear to have been leading perſons in that defign. 
It was propoſed to divide this ſociety into four diſtricts, including 


a large part of the coaſts of this kingdom the moſt expoſed to in- 


vaſion: and it was alſo in contemplation to combine the opera- 


tions of this ſociety with thoſe of a ſociety of United Iriſhmen 3. 


of which your Committee will find it neceſſary ſeparately to take 
notice. | < | 

Moſt of the ſocieties through England, which had uſed to cor- 
reſpond with the London-Correſponding Society, had alfo about 
this time adopted the ſame plan of forming ſocieties of United 


Engliſhmen ; and finding their communications by writing to be 


hazardous, they avoided, as far as poffible, the keeping any pa- 


pers; uſed cyphers, or myſterious words, in the few writings that 


pafſed between them, and principally carried on their intercourſe 
by agents, who went from place to place, and were recognized 
by ſigns, which were frequently changed. Many ignorant or in- 
conſiderate perſons, throughont —_ country, were gradually in- 
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volved in theſe criminal tranſa&ions : and the influence of the de- 
ſtructive principles from which they proceeded, was ſtill further 
extended by the eſtabliſhment of clubs, among the loweſt clafſes 
of the community, which were open to all perſons paying one 
penny, and in which ſongs were ſung, toaſts given, and language 
Held, of the moſt ſeditions nature. —. 
Information having been received of a meeting of United Eng- 
liſhmen, to be held at a houſe in Clerkenwell, warrants of arreſt 


were iſſued, and perſons were apprehended. on the 18th of April 


1798. There was found upon the ſecretary of the London Cor- 


reſponding Society (ho appears to have officiated as preſident at 


that meeting) the oath propoſed for the United Engliſhmen, ſet 
forth in the Appendix (No. II.); another oath, of the ſame na- 
ture, was found under the table ; and allo a printed conſtitution. 
of the Society of United Engliſhmen, ſet forth in the Appendix, 
(Nos. 12 and 13.) Lo | 
Information having alſo been received of an extraordinary 
meeting of the delegates and ſecretary of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, intended to be aſſembled at a large room in Wych- 
Street, on the 19th of April 1798, the perſons there aſſembled 
were likewiſe arreſted ; and from the diſcoveries made in conſe- 
quence of theſe arreſts, the connection between the London Cor- 
reſponding, Society and the London Society of United Engliſhmen 
was clearly eſtabliſhed. 353 | 5 
It appeared, that about forty diviſions ef United Engliſhmen 
had been formed in London ; about twenty of which had their 
regular places and days of meeting; and that many ſimilar ſocie- 
ties were forming in different parts of the eountry. With reſpect 
to theſe latter, it was intended that the different counties in Great 
Britain ſhould, reſpectively, be divided into diſtricts; in each of 
which a central ſociety was to be eſtabliſned in the principal 
town, and was to carry on a conſtant correſpondence, both with. 
the ſmaller ſocieties in that diſtrict and with the general ſociety in 
London. And this ſyſtem was ſo conſtructed, as to admit of ſtill 
further ſub-diviſion, if the increaſe of numbers had been ſuch as 
the leaders hoped. - | 


It appears to your Committee, that the chief progreſs made in 


the formation of ſocieties, of United Engliſhmen, was in London 
and the parts adjacent; and in Lancaſhire, and ſome parts of the 
weſt of England and of Wales, more immediately communicating 
with Ireland, and in which there were many United Iriſhmen, 
either as reſidents or as fugitives from their country. 

At Mancheſter, and in the adjacent country in particular, the 
plan of theſe conſpiracies was extending itſelf in the moſt alarming 
manner; and they were much promoted by the activity of the 
United Iriſhmen, of whom there are very large numbers reſident 
in that neighbourhood. Great numbers of printed copies of the 
« Conſtitution of United Engliſhmen,” have been diſcovered in 


| Mancheſter and the neighbourhood ; and it is evident that the ſo- 


ciety was making great progreſs, when it was checked by the ar- 
reſt of ſeveral of its leaders in 17.98. | | 
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A ſociety of United Engliſhmen had been eſtabliſhed in and 


about Mancheſter before the year 1797. In the beginning of that 
Fear, it conſiſted of about fifty diviſions, and in the year 1798 
had extended to about eighty. Each of theſe diviſions conſiſted 
of not leſs than fifteen members, and was again ſubdivided when 
the number of its members exceeded thirty-ſix. This ſociety has 
been particularly active in the moſt wicked attempts to ſecace 
the ſoldiers in different regiments; for which purpoſe they adopt- 
ed a ſyſtem of more particular ſecrecy, and it has therefore been 
difficult to diſcover the extent of theſe crimes; but the general 
good conduct of his Majeſty's forces, of every deſcription in this 
kingdom, affords the moſt ſatisfactory proof that theſe diabolical 
practices have not been ſucceſsful in any conſiderable degree. The 
teſt uſed for the ſoldiers is ſet forth in the Appendix (No. 14.). 


In other reſpects the ſociety has followed the United Iriſh and the 


United Engliſh formed in London, in their conſtitution, their teſt, 
and their ſigns of ſecrecy ; and its operations have been conducted 
with the ſame myſtery, and under the ſame direction; the whole 
being governed by the perſons who form the committee of United 


Engliſhmen, ſtyled << The National Committee of England, 


who are, apparently, unknown to the reſt of the members of the 
ſociety, though their dictates are implicitly obeyed. They were 
the more induced to acquieſce in this ſyſtem, and ro obey impli- 


cCitly the directions of their leaders, from the perſuation with 


which they appear to have been univerſally imprefſed, that per- 
{ons of higher ſituations in life afforded them countenance and 
pecuniary aid; though from circumſtances of caution, thoſe per- 
{ons had not become actually members of the ſociety ; or if they 
were members, concealed the fact with conſiderable care, and did 


not attend the meetings. In ſome degree this perſuaſion may have 


been well founded ; but your Committee are induced to think, 
that ſome art was uſed to ſtrengthen this impreſſion, for the pur- 


poſe of giving greater encouragement to the members in their 
hopes of final ſucceſs. WE 


Ihe ſocieties in the country connected with Mancheſter have 
been formed into twelve diſtricts, each of which ſent a delegate 
to the committee, called, the county committee ; whick appears 
to have correſponded, not only with the national committee of 


England, but alſo with the national committee of ireland. 


The intercourſe between the United Engliſhmen in theſe parts 
and the United Iriſh, appears indeed to have been continual z 
many of the United Iriſh frequently paſſing and repaſſing between 
Cheſhire or Lancaſhire, and Ireland, and frequenily viſiting the 
Engliſh ſocieties. Among the perſons who have been thus tra- 


velling from one country to the other, your Commitice have re- 


marked O' Coigly, who repeatedly viſited Manchetter, Stockport, 
and other places in the neighbourhood ; and, particularly in the 
year 1797, when he was received with marked attention. He 
came there. again in 1798, on his return from Ireland after his 
journey into Franee before- mentioned. ble then wore a mi- 
litary dreſs, and paſſed by the name of Captain Jones, the ſame 
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appellation by which he was introduced by Arthur O'Connor to 


Mr. H. Bell, of Charter Houſe- ſquare, from whoſe houſe O' Con- 


nor took his departure, previous to his arreſt at Deal. The ac- 
counts which have been obtained of his converſation and conduct 
at Mancheſter, leave no room to doubt the objects of his different 
journies between Great Britain, Ireland, and France, and parti- 
cularly of his intended journey to France, which was prevented 
by his arreſt, and there appears alſo little reaſon to doubt that 
many, both of the United Engliſhmen and United Iriſh, at Man- 
cheſter and in its neighbourhood, were aware of the general pur- 
port, at leaſt, of his miſſion, and anxioufly expected that aſſiſt- 
ance from France, of which they received, from him, very ſtrong 
aſſurances. | Es +. | 

The ſociety at Mancheſter ſeems to have been the central ſocie- 
ty of an extenſive diſtrict; and to have been managed by a very 
zealous and active committee. It frequently ſent delegates to 
__ in the neighbourhood, and to various parts of Yorkſhire, 


Jerbyſhire, Nottinghamſhire, and Cheſhire. Their correſpon- 


dence appears to have extended to the moſt diſtant parts of Eng- 
land, as well as to Edinburgh and Glaſgow. 5 | 
Liverpool alſo became the teat of another central ſocicty, preſid- 
ing over a ſurrounding diſtrict, and correſponding with other 
parts of England, and with Scotland and Ireland ; and different 
emiſſaries, ſome of whom were foreigners, about this time, were 
ſent through various parts of the kingdom, for the purpoſe of af- 
certaining the numbers and diſpoſitions of the ſocieties of United 
Engliſh and United Iriſh. 


Whilſt the ſocieties in England were thus endeavouring to form 


a ſociety of United Engliſhmen, or of United Britons, on the 


model ef the Iriſh ſociety, attempts, were made in Scotland to 


form a diſtinct ſociety of United Scotſmen' on the ſame plan. 
And your Committee cannot forbear to remark the induſtry with 
which it has been attempted in this inſtance, as well as in others, 


to ſeparate Scotland as well as Ireland from England, and to 
found, on the ruins of the eſtabliſhed government, three diſtinct 


republics of England, Scotland, and Ircland. 

The attempts to form a ſociety of United Scotſmen had made 
little progrels till the Spring of 1797 ; but from the month of 
April 1797 until November following (when a diſcovery was 
made in the county of Fife, on which George Mealmaker was 
brought to trial, and convicted of ſedition) theſe attempts appear 


to have been attended with more tuccets, and particularly in the 


neighbourhood of Glaſgow, and in the counties of Ayr, Ren- 


frew, Lanerk, Dumbarton, Fife, and Perth. Glaſgow, and the 


county of Ayr, were the places in which this ſpirit firſt manifeſted 
itſelf, and from which emiſſaries were ſent., into different parts of 
the country, for the purpole of increafing the numbers of the ſo- 
ciety, and diſſeminating what they termed, political know- 
ledge.” + ON | | | | 
The ſocieties thus formed in Scotland, appear to have been re- 
duced to a ſyſtem almoſt as regular and complete as that which 
5 | | 8 | WAS 
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was cabliſhed in Ireland; the outlines of the plan were the 
Came, and the ſtudied ſecrecy of the proceedings, and the grada» 
tions of internal arrangement, formeg its great characteriſtic. 
By a general rule of ther aſſociation, no ſociety was to conſiſt of 
more than ſixteen members, and when any ſociety had obtained 
a number of members exceeding ſixteen, it was to divide itſelf in+ 
to two ſacietics. In ſome ſmall towns there were three or more 
ſuch ſocieties, all of which were ſometimes afſembled, by their in- 
dividual members, or by a committee from each ſociety; and ſuch 


aflemblies were termed * parochial meetings.” Each of theſe pa- 


rochial meetings had a ſecretary, who was alſo treaturer ; and one 


or two delegates were choſen to repreſent the parochial at the 


county meeting, which was compoled of delegates fram all the 
parochial meetings within the county or diſtrict, and was held 


every ſix weeks. The delegates were elected by ballot ; but 


the ballot was ſo conducted, that no perſon knew on whom the 
choice fell, except the ſecretary and the perſon choſen. This 
election was ſometimes made, by each member whiſpering in the 


_ ear of the ſecretary the name of the perſon for whom he gave his 


vote; and as there could be no material check on the declaration 
of the ſecretary, it is evident that the election of delegates might 
be managed in any manner moſt agreeable to the leaders of the 


| ſociety. The meetings called © County Meetings“ were not re- 


Uricted to the known diviſions of the counties, but were com,-2ſ- 
ed of delegates from parochial meetings, within either larger or 
{maller diſtricts, according to the number of United Scotſmen in 
each neighbourhood. At the county meetings delegates were 
elected, to repreſent the ſocieties at a national meeting, in the 
ſame ſecret manner as was uſed in the election of the delegates to 
the county meetings; and the place of that meeting was not gene- 
rally diſcloſed. The ſecretary of the county meeting gave the 
delegate, when choſen, a {mall flip of paper, containing the name 
of a perſon to whom he was to apply, and who was to take him to 


the place of the national meeting. This perſon was called * he 
intermediate. The counties alſo were diſtinguiſhed by numbers, 


and not by their names; and the delegate received, on another li 


of paper, the numher of his county, and the time appointed for 
the national meeting. | 


The meeting aſſuming this name was a committee formed of 
delegates from the county meetings, and aſſembled every ſeven 
weeks; and there the moſt important buſineſs of the ſociety was 
tranſacted This meeting received reports from a ſecret com- 
mittee and nominally directed its conduct, but the ſecret com- 
mittee really had the chief management. This committee wag 
elected, from amongſt the delegates at the national meeting, in the 
ſame ſècret manner as thoſe delegates had been choſen at the 
county meeting, the perſons elected being only known to the 
ſecretary ; and the committee, thus ſecretly formed, did not dif- 
cloſe itſelf in the tranſaction of buſineſs; all of which was con- 
ducted through the intervention of a perſon (already noticed} 


the 


near Glaſgow ; and from reports of what paſſed at thoſe meeting 


Bo © Report from the 


called the intermediate; who delivered their orders, and who was 
the ſame perſon to whom the delegates had been directed to apply 


for information reſpecting the place of afſembly of the national 


meeting. Except therefore to the intermediate, to the ſecretary, 
and to each other, the perfons compoſing the ſecret committee re- 


mained wholly unknown. | 
Every proceeding was involved in the ſame myſterious ſecrecy ; 


and though this ſyſtem of blind obedience had the effect of diſ- 


guſting and alar ming ſome of the delegates, who perceived them- 
{Elves to be inftrumeats 3 in the hands 'of an unknown authority, 


for purpotes, of which the extent was never fully diſcloſed to them; 


yet the committee, thus formed, continued to preſerve its general 
influence; diſburſing at its pleaſure the money collected; giving 
all orders for the places of the national meetings ; ſending mif⸗ 
ſionaries, diſſeminating papers, receiving information, and con- 
ducting every part of the buſineſs without controul. 

The national meeting was generally, if not always, held in or 


it appears ; that they correſponded with the ſociety of United Bri- 


tons, and ſent delegates to England, and received delegates from 


thence. When the meeting broke up, each delegate received a 


note of the time appointed for the next meeting, which he was 
to deliver to the ſecretary of his own county meeting, when the 


new delegate was elected. 

Their communications with different parts, and particularly 
with England, were ſeldom carried on in writing: ſome papers, 
however, have been diſcovered, which clearly ſhew that the lociety 
had the moſt dangerous objects in view; and that ſome of its 
members were ſanguine enough to profeſs an opinion, that if 
the flattering accounts which they received from London were 
4 real, the emancipation of the country was at no great diftance, 
5 when they ſhould rally round the ſtandard of liberty.“ 


This ſyſtem of union, as well as that of the United Englithmen, 


was evidently borrowed from Ireland ; and there 1s reaſon to be- 
lieve that it was introduced by delegates from that country. Signs 


were adopted for the purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing the members, as 


was practiſed in Ireland ; but the knowledge of the ſigns ſeems to 


have been only imperfect] y diffuſed, they never have been gene- 


rally underſtood, or having been altered at different times in diffe- 
rent places, without concert, were never uniform in all parts of 
the country. 


In their ſanguine expectation of ſucceſs, theſe conſpirators 


formed wild and extravagant plans of ſeizing, in the ſame night, 
all the leading people over the whole ifland. If theſe perſons 


could reſiſt, they were to be put to death; if they ſubmitted 


quietly, cheir lives and property were to be ſpared, but they were 


to be kept in cuſtody till a new conſtitution ſhould be formed; 


which was clearly meant to be conformable to French principles. 
An oath or teſt was formally adminiſtered, and. printed papers 


were 1 under the title of Reſolutions and Conſtitution. 
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: * of the Society of United Scotſmen ;?* a copy of which is ſet 


— - , 


forth in the Appendix (No. 15.) 


The meaſures of this conſpiracy were diſconcerted by the arreſt 
of Mealmaker, of Dyer, and of Archibald Gray, the latter of 


whom, after his indi&tment, eſcaped to the continent, and has be- 


come a member of a ſociety at Hamburgh, which will hereafter 


be noticed, by the name of * the Philanthropic Society.” 

In addition to this view of the proceedings of the ſocieties both 
in England and Scotland, at this period, it is material to remark, 
that whilſt the rebellion was at its height in Ireland, there were 
found individuals in this country, who ſo ſtrongly manifeſted 
their deſire to ſupport the cauſe of the rebels, that they became 
the objects of criminal proſecution. Among theſe, a man of the 
name of Martin Dunnovan, was indicted for diſtributing, at Goſ- 
port, the addreſs ſtated in the Appendix, (No. 16.) intituled, 
An Iriſhman's Addreſs to his Countrymen in England; the 


contents of which perhaps might have warranted a proſecution 


for a higher crime, and are ſo ſtriking a ſpecimen of the inten- 


tions of the diſaffected, that although the particular inſtance re- 


lates only to the conduct of one individual, your Committee have 


thought it highly delerving of notice. This man was convicted 
at the laſt ſummer aſſizes at Wincheſter, and ſentenced to two 
years impriſonment. N | 


In purſuance of the ſame plan, the United. Iriſhmen in this 


country have been inceſſantly labouring to difleminate their prin- 
ciples, both by means of ſecret combinations among ſuch of them 
as have found their way into the naval fervice, and by extending 
their ſocieties both in the metropolis, and in different parts of the 
kingdom. The extent to which theſe practices have prevailed, 
and (notwithſtanding repeated inſtances of detection and puniſh= 


ment) are ſtill carried on in the fleet, has been too fully demon- 


ſtrated by the evidence which has appeared in a variety of courts 
martial, the proceedings of which have been laid before your 
Committee, and which contain matter ſo ſerious and important, 


that your Committee have thought it right to inſert an abſtract of 


them in the Appendix (Nos. 17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22.). It appears 
that oaths have been tendered by the mutineers to the crew, ** ta 
*© be United Iriſhmen, equal to their brethren in Ireland, and to 
„have nothing to do with the King or his government.“ That 
they have acted in the profeſſed expectation of aſſiſtance from 
France; with the expreſs view of co-operating, for the expulſion 
af the Proteſtants from Ireland, and the erection of a Roman Ca- 
tholic 2 and it has been part of their plan to murder 


their officers, to ſeize on the ſhip, and carry her to France or Ire- 


land. * 8 
On another occaſion, the oath has been as follows: I ſwear to 
© be true to the Free and United Iriſh, who are now fighting our 
< cauſe againſt tyrants and oppreſſors, and to defend their rights. 
56 to the laſt drop of my blood, and to keep all ſecret; and 1 do 
| VVV | | « agree 
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(e agree to carry the ſhip into Breft the next time the ſhip looks 


& out a-head at ſea, and to kill every officer and man that 
© ſhall hinder us, except the maſter; and to hoiſt a green en- 


“ ſign with a harp ih it, and afterwards to kill and deſtroy the 
„ Proteſtants. '? . 


The mutineers on board one of his Majeſty's ſhips appear to 


have been engaged in the plan of carrying the ſhip to France, 


m expectation that they would there be promoted in proportion 
to their crimes ; that one of their ringleaders was to be appointed 
captain, and that they were then to proceed with the French 
againſt Ireland; and this deep laid villainy was diſguiſed and 
aggravated by a degree of hypocrily and 1mpoſture, ſcarcely to be 
paralleled; the particulars are ftated in the Appendix. (No. 20.) 
The mutineers in another ſhip were proved to be connected 
with correſponding ſocieties at Nottingham. The oath which 
they attempted to adminiſter was, „to carry the ſhip into an 
« enemy's port, either French, Dutch, or Iriſh ;'* and they 
meant, in the event of being brought into action with an ene- 
my's ſhip, to ſhoot their own officers on the quarter deck, 
While theſe proceedings of the United Iriſhmen in the fleet ex- 
hibit jo dreadful a picture of their ſanguinary deſigns, and of 
the {ſimilarity of their views and principles to thoſe which have 
produced fo much calamity and bloodſhed in Ireland, their con- 
duct on ſhore has not been leſs deferving of the molt ferious at- 
tention. Your Committee have no heſitation in ſtating, on the 
cleareſt proof, ſtrongly confirmed by recent circumſtances, that 
among the various bodies enliſted, in any part of Great Britain, 
for the purpoſes of ſedition and treaſon, the ſocieties which have 
been formed by the United Iriſhmen in this country, are in all 
reſpects the moſt formidable, particularly at the preſent moment; 
whether conſidered with a view to their combination, their ac- 
tua] numbers, or the atrocious nature of the defigns of which 
they are preparing, in a very ſhort time, to attempt the execution 
m direct co-operation with France. | 
The danger to be apprehended from theſe ſocieties is much in- 
creaſed, frem the conſtant communication which they maintain 
with the ſocieties in Ireland; their mutual confidence in each 
other; and the alarming circumſtance of their being, at this mo- 
ment, ſubject to the ſame ſecret direction, and the ſame chiefs. 
Theſe ſocieties have been inſtituted, not only in London, but 
in different parts of the country, and have formed themſelves into 
fubdiviſions. In the Appendix (Nos. 23 and 24) are inſerted 
printed forms of certificates of election to the ſociety, which were 
feized among the papers of a perſon long engaged in this conſpi- 
Tacy. One of theſe forms has been framed for a London Socie- 
ty. The other appears to relate to a fociety called an External 
Society. The impreſſion of the ſeal on the former of them is the 
lame with that of the ſeal found in the cuſtody of Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald, when he was apprehended, The reference in theſe 
| _ = certificates 
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e.erxtificates to the conſtitution and the teſt, confirm the unqueſ- 
tionable information which your Committee have received, that 
theſe ſocieties form a part of the dreadful ſyſtem which was un- 
happily eſtabliſned in Ireland. The conſtitution of the United 
Iriſhmen, ſuch as it was acted upon in Ireland, appears to regu- 
late their proceedings; and copies of this conſtitution have been 
found in the poſſefſion of perſons principally concerned in pro- 
moting theſe meetings. The views which they entertain at this 
moment, and the ſanguine hopes with which they look to their 
accompliſhment, are apparent in an inflammatory and treaſona- 
ble paper recently found at one of theſe meetings, of which Go» 
vernment had received intelligence, and the perſons preſent at 
which were conſequently apprehended. This paper is inſerted in 
the Appendix (No. 25). Other papers, ſeized at the fame meet- 
ing, ſtrongly confirm the account which your Committee have 
received, that a mode has lately been adopted by theſe ſocieties 
(ſimilar to that practiſed both in Ireland and Scotland) of keep- 
Ing the accounts of the ſociety, by ſubſtituting different numbers 
for the names of the members. Your Committee think it alſo 
not immaterial to inſert in the Appendix (No. 26), copy of a 
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printed card, which has been found in the poſſeſſion of different | 
perſons, and particularly among other ſeditious papers, in that of þ 
a perſon recently apprehended, who, there is reaſon to believe, has 9 
been very lately choſen to act as general ſecretary to the different } 
ſocieties of United Iriſhmen now in London. The perſon named 
in this card, and the tranſaction to which it relates, are ſuch as — 4 
$ to require no comment. z | ! 
y Your Committee have received different accounts of the num- a 


J bers of this ſociety ; but, though their force is probably exagge- | 
3 rated by themſelves, for evident reaſons, there 1s ſufficient ground h 
| for believing that their numbers have been long conſiderable. _ | 
Many Iriſh, ordinarily reſident here, chiefly among the loweſt i 
claſſes of the community, have been gradually induced to become 
1 members of this ſociety. But the moſt active part conſiſts of thoſe 
1 | Iriſh rebels who have fled to this country ; rendered deſperate b 
1 their crimes, not daring to return to Ireland, and either * 
. 1 to make their way to the countries ſubject to France, or not re- 
| 3 ceiving ſufficient encouragement to attempt it, they remain here, 
waiting for the opportunity of executing thoſe violent and deſpe» | 
rate projects, to which they have become familiar. And they TY 
appear to be under the direction of ſome perſons of a higher claſs, | 
who ſometimes furniſh pecuniary aid, and form the committee, 
by means of which, a conſtant correſpondence is carried on, 
through Hamburgh, with France. 
1 Among theſe plans, there is good reaſon to believe, that early 
a in 1798, it was ſeriouſly in agitation among the conſpirators in 
Ireland, to convey, in ſmall veſſels, from Ireland to Fogland, a 
reat number of United Iriſhmen; and to land them on different 
Parts of the coaſt, with inſtructions to divide themſetves into ſmall 
bodies, and to endeavour to make their way to the capital in the 
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manner leaſt liable to ſuſpicion, under the diſguiſe of thoſe trades | 


and occupations in which the -Iriſh, commonly reſorting hither, 
are principally engaged. Their object! is repreſented to have been 
that of co-operating With the Corref ponding Society, in effecting 
an inſurrection in E ondon, at the time of the rebellion breaking 

out in Ireland, for the purpoſe of diſtracting the military force, 
and preventing reinforcements being ſent to that country ; and the 
plan i is ſaid to have failed from the Correſponding Society ſhrink- 
ing from the execution of it. About the ſame period, another 
project was ſecretly formed (of which your Committee have re- 


ceived more diſtinct information) for collecting at one point, a 


choſen body of the moſt determined from among the United Iriſh 


employed on the river 'Thames, to whom a new oath of ſecrecy, 


ebedience, and hdelity was to be adminiſtered. Large rewards | 


were to be promiſed. They were to be kept wholly ignorant of 


the preciſe ſervice they were intended to perform, till the moment 
of its execution, which was to take place as ſoon as an attack on 


ſome part of the coaſt was announced on the part of the French. 
They were then to be privately armed with daggers, to be put 


under leaders of known talents and courage, and” formed into 


three diviſions, and were to make an attack, by ſurpriſe, at the 
ſame moment, on both Houſes of Parliament, on the Tower, and 
on the Bank. 

The intelligence obtained from time to time by R ent, 
reſpecting the proceedings and plans of the conſpirators, the ſei- 
zure and detenſion of ſome of the intended leaders, and perl:aps 
the timidity or reluctance, of ſome of the parties concerned, pre- 


vented any open attempt to realiſe theſe e deſigns, When 
they were firſt in contemplation. 


But, notwithſtanding the continuance of every precaution, and. 


; although theſe conſpirators cannot be ignorant of the prepared 
and formidable force, and the determined ſpirit and general loy- 
alty with which ſuch an enterpriſe would be immediately reſiſted, 
your Committee have received undoubted proof that plans of this 
nature are now, more than ever, in agitation. Attempts are ac- 
tually making, by agents from Ireland, to concert with the French 
Government the time for a freſh and general infurrection in [re- 
land. Intelligence has been received, that in the ports of France 
the utmoſt diligence is uſed in preparing another expedition to co- 
operate with the rebels in that kingdom. The time for making 
this attempt ſeems to be, in a great meaſure, fixed. The expec- 
tation which appears to be generally entertained among the trai- 
tors in Ireland tallies, in this reſpect, with the intelligence which 
| has been laid before your Committee: and this expectation has 
been particularly communicated from thence to their confederates 
in this country. It ſeems to be intended, at the ſame time, to 


attempt a diverſion by another French force on different parts of 


the coaſts of this kingdom. The manner in which ſuch expedi- 
tions are likely to. be calculated to advance the ends of the con- 


ſpirators, both in Great Britain and Ireland, and the ſpecies of 
7 Warfare | 
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wakes which the French have had in contemplation, will. be 
ſufficiently evident from a reference to the inſtructions of Tate, 


_ who was made priſoner in Wales (which are printed in the Ap- 


pendix to the Report made laſt Seſſion, on the Treatment of Pri- 
ſoners of War) and to thoſe of Humbert, who commanded the 
force which landed laſt year in Ireland, and who had alſo been deſ- 
tined o command an expedition againſt Cornwall, which are inſert- 


ed in the Appendix (Nos.27 & 23) to this Report.. For the purpoſe 


of co-operating with theſe attempts, and particularly with the ſame 
view as that to which the e e before enumerated were di- 
rected in the beginning of 17*< bat of preventing, if poſſible, 
reinforcements being ſent from ce to ireland. It is alſo part 
of the plan, that an \ effort ould be made to create an inſurrece 
tion in the metropolis, - and in ſome other parts of.the kingdom 
where theſe ſocieties are moſt numerous) Your Committee are 


fully confident, that while plans of this nature continue to be 


traced and known, and while Government retains the means 
which it at preſent poſſeſſes, ſuch wild and deſperate projects may 
be expected to lead only to conſequences deſtructive to their. au- 
thors. But your Committee are at the ſame time ſo forcibly 
ſtruck with the view they have had of this part of the ſyſtem, and 
with the peculiar danger continually ariſing from the ſociety of 
United Iriſkmen, which they deem to be; 32 its nature incompa- 
tible with the ſecure maintenance of public tranquillity, that they 
have thought it neceffary to bring it thus diftinctly under the 1 um- 
mediate conſideration os the Houle. 


SECT. VIII. 
Societies at Hamburgh. 
In addition to this maſs of treaſon, in Great Britain and in Ire- 
lagd, your Committee find; that, for the purpoſe ot more conve- 
nient comniunication between France and ireland, a committee of 
United Iriſhmen has been fc.med at Hamburgh. That place has 
long been the receptacle of thoſe diſaffected perſons who have fled 
from Great Britain or Ireland, either froni apprehention of the 
conſequences of the treaſonable practices in winch they have been 
engaged, or for the purpoſe of aflifting the conſpiracies carried on 
acainſt their reſpective countries; and with the latter view it has 
been the centre of a corr-ſpondence, which has. long ſubſiſted 
among the Britiſh and Iriſh Societies eſtabliſhed at that place, as 
well as in London and Paris; and this correſpondence with Great 
Britain and Ireland has frequently been covered by the pretence 
of commercial tranſactions, or of communicating intelligence for 
the public newſpapers. 
Hamburgh has alſo been the reſort of the diſaff-ted of every 
other country, whoſe intrigues are conſtantly directed to the ob- 
ject of ſpr eading the principles of jacobiniſm in? Holſtein and the 


north of Germany, and generally inall the northern parts of Eu- 
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fuecels of the meaſures which have been employed for detecting 
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rope. Many emiſſaries, Engliſh, Scotch, and Triſh, have been 
diſpatched from time to time from Hamburgh to Great Britain 


and Ireland, and to various parts of the continent, as circumſtances 
required. There has recently been eſtabliſhed at Hamburgh, Al- 


tona, and the neighbourhood,-a ſociety called * The Philanthropic 


Seciety,” for the purpoſe of correſpondence with the republicans of 
all countries, upon the plan of the Correſponding Societies eftab- 
liſhed in Great Britain and Ireland; whoſe avowed object is the 


reform of all kingdoms and ſtates. The leading members of this 


ſociety, who direct all the reſt, compoſe a committee of about 


twenty perſons, Britiſh, French, Dutch, and Germans, The 


membeis of the ſubordinate ſocieties at Hamburgh and Altona are 


all under the controut of the committee or principal ſociety before 


mentioned. This committee conſtantly correſponds with Great 
Britain and Ireland, and all parts of Germany. It has ſecretaries 
{killed in different languages, and correſponding agents in different 
towns, particularly in London. It may become a formidable en- 


gine in the hands of the French Directory, and it appears to be | 


making conſiderable progreſs; but there is reaſon to hope that it 
has at length attracted the notice of the governments of thoſe places. 


CONCLUSION. 


UPON a review of all the circumſtances which have come 
under the conſideration of your Committee, they are deeply im- 
preſſed with the conviction, —That the ſafety and tranquillity of 


theſe kingdoms have, at different periods from the year 1791 to | 


the prefent time, been brought into imminent hazard, by the 
traitorous plans and practices of ſocieties, acting upon the prin- 
ciples, and devoted to the views, of our inveterate foreign 
enemy: = . 

That, although the ſociety of United Iriſhmen in Ireland, has 
alone been enabled to attain its full ſtrength and maturity; yet 
the ſocieties inſtituted on ſimilar principles in this country, had all 
an undoubted tendency to produce ſimilar effects, if they had not 


been checked by the general demonſtrations of the zeal and ſpirit 
of his Majeſty's faithful fubjects, and by the timely and judieious 


uſe of thoſe extraordinary powers, which Parliament has, in its 


wiſdom, from time to time confided to his Majeſty's govern» 
ment : | | | 


That, either directly or indirectly, a continual intercourſe and 


connection has been maintained between all thele ſocicties in 
Great Britain and Ireland, and that the real objects of the inſtiga- 
tors of theſe proceedings, in both kingdoms, were no other than 
the entire overthrow of the Britiſh conftitution, the general con- 
{ {cation of property, and the ercction of a democratic republic, 
icanded on the ruins of all religion, and of all political and civil 
ſociety, and framed after the model of France. : 


"The vigorous reſiſtance oppoſed to the rebellion in Ireland, the 
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and defeating the deſigns of the conſpirators here, and the gene- 


ral and ardent ſpirit of loyalty and attachment.to the laws and 
conſtitution, ' have hitherto counteracted the progreſs of the miſ- 
chief, and averted impending danger; but even theſe circum- 


ſtances By no means appear to your Committee to juſtify the hope 

that the miſchief is eradicated, or the danger paſſed. p 
The prigciples and views of the confpirators remain unchanged. 

Their reliance on the aſſiſtance and co-operation of France, by 


which they expect ultimately to effect their purpoſes, continues 
undiminiſhed. And the ſyſtem of thoſe fecret ſocieties, which are 
at once the inſtruments of ſeditious conſpiracy at home, and the 
channel of treaſonable correſpondence with France, though in 


many parts broken and interrupted, is by no means deſtroyed. 
Your Committee have already referred to the poſitive informa- 


tion laid before them,- ſtating that hoſtile preparations are now 
making, with extraordinary vigour and exertion, in ſome of the 
ports of France, for the invaſion of 'this country, or of Ireland. 
The activity of ſeditious and treaſonable ſocieties, in their cor- 
reſpondence with France, and in their endeavours to gain pro- 


ſelytes here, keeps pace with the preparations of the enemy; and 
the principle of ſecrecy, generally enforced by unlawful oaths, 
which is the great characteriſtic of theſe ſocieties, peculiarly fits 


them for the moſt deſperate enterprizes, and by holding out a 
proſpect of fecurity, increaſes the means of ſeduction. It has, 


at the ſame time an obvious tendency to elude deteCtion in the firſt 


inſtance, and to defeat legal enquiry in the next. To this prin- 


ciple therefore, in the opinion of your Committee, ſuch further 
meaſures as Parliament in its wiſdom may think fit to adopt for 
the public ſafety, ſhould be more immediately and deciſively 
pointed. | 


Your Committee have ſeen, with ſatisfaction, the powers which 
in conformity to the ancient practice and true principles of the 
_ conſtitution, have from time to time, as the urgency required, 
been confided to his Majeſty's Government; and they feel it their 


duty particularly to remark, that the power of arretting and de- 


taining ſuſpected perſons (a remedy ſo conftantly reſorted to by 


our anceſtors in all caſes of temporary and extraordinary danger) 
has, under the pretent new and unprecedented circumſtances, 
been found particularly efficient. It has greatly interrupted and 
impeded the correſpondence with the enemy, and has checked, 
from time to time, the progreſs and communication of ſedition 
and treaſon at home. But from particular circumſtances which 
have come under the obſervation of your Committee in the courſe 


of their enquiry, they feel it their duty to remark, that the good 


effects of this meaſure would be rendered more compleat, and the 


public tranquillity better ſecured, if the leading perſons who have 
been, or may he, hereafter detained on ſuſpieion of treaſonable 


practices, ſhall hereafter be kept in cuftodyyin places ſufficiently 
diſtant from the metropols. s | ” 


The whole of the ſecret information which has been laid before 
ISS 6 : N | your 
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your Committee, has ſtrongly confirmed them in their opinion of 
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the neceſſity of confiding theſe extraordinary powers to his Ma- 
jeſty's government; and the very circumſtances which created 
this neceſſity, and which continue at this time to operate more 
powerfully than ever, have rendered it their peculiar duty to ab- 
ſtain from diſcloſing, in its full extent, the particular information, 
of which they have ſtated to the Houſe the general reſult, and on 
which their judgment is founded; but they truſt that they haye 


laid before the Houſe ſufficient grounds to juſtify their perſuaſion, 


that the multiplied. and various attempts, by which the enemies 


to their country carry on their dangerous conſpiracies, can only 
be defeated by a correſponding vigilance on the part of govern- 


ment, and by the exerciſe of ſuch additional powers, as ma 
from time to time be entruſted to it by Parliament, and may be 
beſt adapted. to the peculiar exigency of the moment. And al- 


though your Committee do not think it any part of their pro- 


vince to ſuggeſt particular meaſures, the confideration of which 


muſt be lefr to the wiſdom of Parliament ; they cannot forbear 


particularly and earneſtly preſſing their unanimous opinion, that 


the ſyſtem of ſecret ſocieties, the eftabliſhment of which has, in 
other countries, uniformly preceded the aggreſſion of France, and, 
by facilitating the progreſs of her principles, has prepared the 
way for her arms, cannot be ſuffered to exiſt in thele kingdoms, 
compatibly with the ſafety of their government and conſtitu— 
tion, and with their ſecurity againſt foreign force and domeſtic 
treaſon. | | | 


Your Committee have great ſatisfaction in adding, that if this 
growing and formidable evil can be effectually repreſſed, and if 
the ſame ſyſtem of vigilance and precaution which has been ſuc-. 


ceſsfully adopted for ſome years paſt, is adbered to, there is every 
reaſon to look forward with confidence to the ultimate diſappoint- 
ment and defeat of the projects which have been fo long purſued 
by our foreign and domeſtic enemies. Impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe 
of the bleſfings enjoyed under our happy conſtitution, which 


_ diſtinguiſh this country from every nation in Europe, all ranks 


and conditions of ſociety have ſhewn their determination to pre- 


ſerve thoſe bleſſings entire, and have ſtood forward with a bes- 
coming ardour and alacrity in their defence. While this laudable 


ſpirit continues te pervade every part of the kingdom, and while 


the wiſdom of the legiilature encourages and directs its exertions 


for the public ſafety, your Committee entertain a full conviction 


that the religion, the laws, and the conſtitution of Great BI 


tain, and with them the intereſts and happineſs of all claſſes of his 


Majeſty's ſubjects, will, in the midſt of ſurrounding danger and 
calamity, and in ſpite of every machination at home or abroad, 


reſt under the protection of Divine Providence, on the ſurett baſis; 
ſecured by the energy and firmneſs of the government, and by 
he courage, the patriotiſm, and the virtue, of the nation. 
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93 | 4 
| 1 ADDRESS from the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin, to 
A the Delegates for promoting a Reform 1n Scotland, OE 
RE 5 5 5 November 23d, 1792. 
9 XE take the Liberty of addreſſing you in the Spirit of Civic Union, 
3 in the Fellowſhip of a juſt and common Cauſe. We greatly re- 
. Joice that the Spirit of Freedom moves over the Face of Scotland; that 
5 3 Light ſeems to break from the Chaos of her internal Government; and 
4.95 1 that a Country ſo reſpectable for her Attainments in Science, in Arts, and 
| 3 in Arms, for Men of literary Eminence, for the Intelligence and Morality 
2 of her People, now acts from a Conviction of the Union between Virtue, 
| 93 | » Letters, and Liberty, and now riſes to Diſtinction; not by a calm, con- 
5 A tented, ſecret Wiſh for a Reform in Parliament, but by openly, actively. 
97 1 and urgently willing it, with the Unity and Energy of an embodied Na- 
92 1 tion. We rejoice that you do not confider yourſelves as merged and 


melted down into another Country, but that in this great national Queſ- 
tion you are ſtill Scotland—the Land where Buchanan wrote, and Fletcher 
| I ſpoke, and Wallace fought. 
Ic 3 Away from us and from our Children, thoſe puerile Antipathiſts ſo un- 
| I worthy of the Manhood of Nations, which inſulate Individuals as well as 


Countries, and drive the Citizen back to the Savage. We eſteem and we 


reſpect you. We pay merited Honour to a Nation in general well educate 
and well informed, becauſe we know that the Ignorance of the People is 


the Cauſe and Effect of all civil and religious Deſpotiſm. We honour a 


; Nation regular in their Lives and ſtrict in their Manners, becauſe we con- 
E ceive private Morality to be the only ſecure Foundation of public Policy. 
We honour a Nation eminent for Men of Genius, and we truſt that they 
will now exert themſelves, not ſo much in peruſing and penning the Hiſ- 
tories of other Countries, as in making their own a Subject for the -Hiſ- 


retroſpective, canonized Antiquity, and undervalued themſelves, Man has 
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| . f Liberty, or at moſt amuſed himſelf in pacing the Meaſurement of the 
DIX, . 7 Edifice, and nicely limiting its Proportions ; not reflecting that this 
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torian. May we venture to obſerve to them that Mankind have been too 


—_ on Ruins, and reſted his Head on ſome Fragments of the Temple 
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Temple is truly Catholic, the ample Earth its Area, and the Arch of 
Heaven its Dome. | | 


We will lay open to you our Hearts ;—our Cauſe is your Cauſe, If _ 


ther is to be a Struggle between us, let it be which Nation ſhall be fore- 
meſt in the Race of Mind; let this be the noble Animoſity kindled between 
us, who ſhall firſt attain that free Conſtitution, from which both are equi- 
diſtant, who ſhall firſt be the Saviour of the Empire. 3 

In this Society and its affiliated Societies, the Catholic and the Preſby- 
terian are at this Inſtant holding out their Hands and opening their Hearts 
to each other; agreeing in Principles, concurring in Practice. We unite 
for immediate, ample, and ſubſtantial Juſtice to the Catholics, and when 
that is attained, a combined Exertion for a Reform in Parliament is the 
Condition of our Compact, and the Seal of our Communion. 

Univerſal Emancipation with Repreſentative Legiſlature is the polar Prin- 


| _ which guides our Society, and ſhall guide it through all the Tumult 
O 


Factions and Fluctuations of Parties. It is not upon a Coalition of 
Oppoſition with Miniſtry that we depend, but upon a Coalition of Iriſh. 
men with Iriſhmen, and in that Coalition alone we find an Object worthy 
of Reform, and at the ſame Jime the Strength and Sinew both to attain 
and ſecure it It is not upon external Circumſtances, upon the Pledge of 


Man or Miniſter, we depend, but upon the internal Energy of the Iriſh. 
Nation. We will not buy or borrow Liberty from America or from 


France, but manufacture it ourſelves, and work it up with thoſe Materials 
which the Hear's of Iriſhmen turniſh them with at Home. We do not 
worſhip the Britiſh, far leſs the Iriſh Conſtitution, as ſent down from 
Heaven, but we conſider it as human Workmanſhip, which Man has 
made, and Man can mend. An unalterable Conſtitution, whatever be 
its Nature, muit be Deſpotiſm. It is not the Conſtjtution, but the People 
which ought to be inviolable, and it is Time to recognize and renovate 
the Rights of the Engliſh, the Scotch, and the Iriſh Nations —Rights 
which can neither be bought or ſold, granted by Charter, or foreſtalled 
by Monopoly, but which Nature dictates as the Birthright of all, and 


which it is the Bulineſs of a Conſtitution to define, to enforce, and to eſta- 


bliſh. It Government has a ſincere Regard for the Satety of the Conſti- 
tution, let them coincide with the People in the ſpeedy Reform of its 


Republicaniſm. 

We have told you what our Situation was, what it is, what it ought to 
be; our End, a National Legiſlature; our Means, an Union of the whole 
People, Let il.is Union extend throughout the Empire. Pet all unite 


for all, or each Man fuffer for all. In each Country let the People afſem- 


Abuſes, and not by an obſtinate Adherence to them, drive that People into 


ble in peaceful and conſtitutional Convention, Let Delegates from each 


Country digeii a Plan of Reform, beſt adapted to the Situation and Cir- 
cumſtances of their reſpective Nations, and let the Legiſlatures be peti- 


tioned at once by the urgent and unanimous Voice of England, Scotland, 


and Ireland. | | | 

You have our Ideas. Anſwer us, and that quickly. This is not a 
Time to procratiinate, Your iliuft:itous Fletcher has ſaid, that the Li- 
berties of a Ceople are not to be ſecured without paſſing through great 
Difficuſties, and wo Tout or Labours ought to be declined to preſerve a 
Nation om vlavery. He ſpoke well; and we add, that it is incumbent 
on every Nation who adventures into a Conflict tor Freedom, to remem- 
ber 11 1s on the Event (however ab'urdly) depends the Eftimation of pub- 
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and Oblivion. Let this check the Raſhneſs that ruſhes unadviſedly into 
the Committal of national Character, or, if that be already made, let the 


ſame. Conſideration impel us all to advance with active, not paſſive Perſe- 


verance, with manly Confidence and calm Determination, ſmiling with 


equal Scorn at the Bluſter of official Arrogance, and the Whiſper of pri- 
vate Malevolence, until we hade planted the Flag of Freedom cu the Summit, 


and are at once victorious and ſecure. | 


(Signed) William Drenuan, Chairman, 
| | Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Secretary, 


Appendix (N* 2.) 


The REPORT of the Committee of Conſtitution, of the London 
Correſponding Society. [Printed for the Uſe of the Mem- 

bers.] Sold by Thomas S; ence, No. 8, Little Turnſtile, High 
Holborn. | | 


Fellow Citizens, | 


NOWING from Experience, that thoſe who (through the depraved 
IX State of what ſhould be the Repreſentative Body) are ſuffered to prey 
on the Vitals of our Country, derive the principal Part of their Succeſs, in 
oppoſing an equal Repreſentation from the active Circulation of Falſehoods, 
reſpecting this and other ſimilar Societies; we think it adviſeable, that you 
ſhould give an explicit. Declaration of your PRINCIPLES and WISHES, 
which we would conceive to be us follow: 
1. That all Men are by Nature free, equal, and independent of each 
2, That to enjoy all the Advantages of Civil Society, it is not neceſſary 
that Individuals ſhould relinquiſh more of their natural Independence than 
is required to tulfil this Injunction, «© Let the Minority yield a friendly 
Submiſſion to the Majority.” . | 
3- That no Majority, however great, can juſtly deprive the Minority of 
any Part of their civil Rights; wherever it is attempted, the ſocial Bond is 


broken, and the Minority have a Right to reſiſt. 


4. The civil Rights of every Individual are Equality of Voice, in the 
making of Laws, and in the Choice of Perſons by whom thoſe Laws are to 


be adminiſtered, —Equality before the Law, whether in claiming its Pro- 


tection or ſubmitting to its Sentence. Freedom to publiſh his Opinion, 


to exerciſe his religious Worſhip without Moleſtation or Reſtriction; and 


to enjoy his Property, ſubje& only to ſuch Contributions as may be im- 
partially levied for the public Service. 1 
F. Submiſlion to any Meaſure, does not imply Silence as to the Propriety 
or Impropriety thereof. 2 | | 
6. Every Power entruſted to a Magiſtrate, implies a Reſponſibility for 
the Exc:ciſe of that Power. 25 | 
7. The foregoing are not new, but are the original Principles of Engliſh 
Government. : | 1 
8. Ihe 


— 
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8. The total Departure from the Principle of Equality in the Election 
of the Legiſlative Body, commonly called the Houſe of Commons, is 
the chief Cauſe why the People of Britain are now deprived of the Bene- 
fit of the foregoing Principles; and in place thereof labour under a con- 
tinued Syſtem of Extortion and Monopoly =: 

9. The Corn Aft—is a Grievance immediately reſulting from the Re- 
ſtriction of the Choice of Repreſentatives to Men of landed Property; 
by it the Price of Bread in general is doubled, and ſometimes much more 
than doubled; ſor whenever this Country happens to be bleſſed with an 


abundant Seaſon, a Part of the Taxes under which we groan is applied 


to encourage the Exportation, and advance the Price of Corn. Thus we 
pay one 'l ax to Government, to give the landed Man an Opportunity of 
laying on another, The hackneyed Pretence for this Act is, © the Wel- 
fare ot the Farmer.” Ihe real Intention of it is, to enable the Mono- 


polizers of Farms to pay enormous Rents. 


10. Game Laus. — Though too evidently calculated to diſarm the 
Nation, may in general be attributed to the ſame Reſtriction; by them, 
even the Farmer, on whoſe Property the Game is fed, is robbed of every 


conttitutional Right of a Briton' and ſubjected to the Brutality of a 


Baſhaw in the Form of a Country Juitice, from whom there is no 
Appeal. | | | 
11. Exciſe Laws and Stamp Duties (and the conſequent Syſtem ot 
3 and Informers) equally repugnant to the profeſſed Principles of the 
onſtitution, and moſt extenſive in their Oppreſſion; are often intro- 


dnced merely as Engines of Corporation Influence; for, in ſome Inſtances, 


the Produce of the ax does not pay the Expence of Collection; were 
the Senſe of the Nation fairly taken, it is impoſſible to believe but that 


whatever Sum might be neceſſary for the public Service, it would be 


raifed by Means leſs obnoxious and lefs expenſive. _ | 
12. The Mutiny 44—which would never have exiſted, had not the 

Bulk of the People been excluded from Repreſentation. It reflects a 

Charge of Hypocriſy on thoſe who affect to bewail the late Events in 


France, yet calmly view the Defenders of their own Country ſubjected to 


every Species of Fraud, Inſult, and Cruelty, The military Excellence 
of true Republicans, in all Ages, proves it to be unneceſſary. Convince 
a Briton, that he is about to fight for a Country in which his Rights are 
duly conſulted, and the Cat of Nine Tails may be burnt by the Hands 
of the common Hangman, | p 
13. The Impreſs Service—equally cruel with the foregoing, is another 
Effect of partial Reprefentation : It has lately been proved, that the Ex- 
pence of this Service, if applied to increaſe the Seaman's Pay, would 
render impreſſing unneceſſary ; but it is more conſiſtent with the Govern- 
. of à Faction, to diſtribute the Sum among the Officers of Corpora- 
ons. | | | 
14. The ill EffeRs of partial Repreſentation are not confined to Men 
in private Stations: We challenge Contradiction when we aſſert, that, in 
general, Promotion, whether .in the Army, Navy, or Church, is the 
Effect of parliamentary Connection, and the Reward of parliamentary 
Proftitution. EE: on 3 
15. We cannot entertain a Doubt, that the foregoing Statement of 
Grievances will be admitted as juſt by our Countrymen at large, and 
alſo that an equal Repreſentation, by univerſal and annual Suffrage, would 
tend immediately to redreſs them, It remains to prove, that the _ 
culticg 
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> gultiesſaid to attend ſuch a Scheme are merely the chimerical Inventions 
3 of intereſted Men. . | 


16. Let us ſuppoſe all partial Corporations {thoſe Badges of Slavery) 
aboliſhed, and conſider the whole Iſland as One Corporation, divided 
into Counties or Cities, for the Purpoſes of embodying and exerciſing 
Militia, &c. and for electing Repreſentatives, ſubdivided into Dit: icts 
or Townſhips, as nearly as convenient, in equal Proportion to the Num- 
ber of Inhabitants _ | 
17. Allow to each Diſtrict or Townſhip One Repreſentative, and let it 
be ſubdivided into Pariſhes, and every Man entitled to a Vote be re- 
giſtered in the Pariſh in which he reſides. Large Pariſhes may be. ſubdi- 
vided into Wards or Hamlets. | 8 

18. Let every Voter give his Vote in the Pariſh in which he reſides; 
let the Votes be brought in Writing, and called for in Succeſſion, either 


alphabetically, by the Names of the Voters, or numerically, by the 
Wards and Numbers of Houſes ;—either of theſe Methods would pre- 


vent that Source of Riot, the Practice of voting in Party Groups. 
19. The Truth of Entry of every individual Vote in each Pariſh would 
eaſily be examined, and the Totals of the ſeveral Pariſhes in each Diſ- 
trict ſo eaſily collected, that we ſcruple not to aſſert, a general Election 
might be decided, with indiſputable Certainty, in Twelve Hours. 
20. In ſaying the whole Iſland ſhould be conſidered as one Corpora- 
tion, we do not wiſh to be underſtood as recommending that Pilkrict⸗ | 
ſhould chuſe their Repreſentatives from diſtant Parts, On the contrary, 


we think the Repreſentative ſhould always be a Reſident of the Diſtrict, 


as his Character would be better known to his Conſtituents. Hearſay 
Characters are ſeldom any other than the Blazonings of Faction. 

21. It is indiſpenſible to good Govenyment, that Repreſentatives ſhould 
be paid for their Service to the Public. The Want of open and honoug- 
able Reward retards the Exertion of laudable Characters, and ſubjects the 
Nation to the fraudulent and deluſive Practices of mock Patriots. 

22. To thoſe who are convinced of the Propriety of the foregoin 
Ideas, and only aſk, How ſhall we attain the Practice of them ? We 


anſwer, afſoeciate. By ſo doing you will better correct and ſtrengthen 


each other's Opinions on the Subject of Liberty, and eventually abaſh the 
Tools of corrupt Influence and lawleſs Power. Effects which are not to 
be expected from the vague and deſultory Exertion of individual Opj- 
nions. | 

Having thus ſtated what we conceive to be the Sentiments of the So- 
ciety, we recommend, that the Members ſhall meet in Diviſions, con- 
ſiting, as nearly as convenient, of Thirty Members each; and that the 
Management of its Affairs be veſted in One COMMITTEE OF DELE- 
GATES, One SELECT COMMITTEE, and One COUNCIL, ſub- 
je& to REFERENCE TO THE DIVISIONS and TRIAL BY JURY, 


as more particularly defined in the following Sections. 


SECT. 70 J. Form ef Admiſſion and Duty of a Member. 


1. Each Candidate for Admiſſion into this Society ſhall be propofed 
dy a Member, who ſhall either belong to the Diviſion in which the Pro- 


; pub is made, or be perſonally known as a Member of this Society to 


wo Members of ſuch Diviſion, 
2. The Secretary ſhall enter the Name, Reſidence, and Occupation of 


me Candidate, together with the Propoſer's Name and Number in the 


Minutz 


6. 
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Minute Book of the Diviſion, and the Preſident ſhall put the following 
Queſtion to the Propoſer : | 5 * 
1 Are you ewell acquainted with the Candidate you propoſe, with his Means f 
1 L., and his political Principles, and are you well aſſured that his general Cha- 
ae racter is ſuch as will not be diſgraceful to this Society? - | 
* 3. If the Propoſer ſhall anſwer the foregoing Queſtion in the Affirma- 
11 tive, the Preſident ſhall demand of the Diviſion, whether any Member has 
lt any Oojection to the Candidate. | 6 3 
4. If no Objection ſatis factory to the Diviſion ſhall be made, the Preſi- 
dent ſhall put the following Queſtions to the Candidate. | 5 
hiv} Are you convinced, that every Man who has attained to Years of Diſeretion, 
1 is in Poſſifion of his Reaſon, and not diſqualified by Crimes, ought to have a Vote 
| for a Kepreſentative, and not more than One Vote? | | 
Are you convinced, that the Repreſentation ought to be divided as nearly as pof- 
fible in Proportion to the Number of Electors? | | 
Are you convinced, that the Election of Repreſentatives of the People ought te 
be Annual ? LO” „ | | | 
Will yau by all juſtifiable Means endeavour to promote a Reform in the Par- 
liament of this Country, agreeable to the Principles which you have now pro- 
ed? | 
* The Candidate having anſwered the foregoing Queſtions in the affir- 
mative, ſhall be declared a Member, and ſhall receive a Ticket, on which 
ſhall be indorſed his Name, and the Time, to which his Contribution is 
paid; and another Ticket, on which ſhall be written in large Figures the 
Number of his Diviſion; and beneath that, his own Number in the Dividon. 
6, It ſhall be at his Option to wear the latter Ticket in a viſible Situa- 
tion in any Meeting of this Society; and it is particularly adviſeable that 
he ſhould wear it in General Meetings, and keep with the Members of his 
o vn Diviſion, UE „ | 
| 7. Every Member ſhall pay 6d. at the Meeting of his Diviſion, next 
| betore the firſt Thurſday in each Calendar Month, or after that Rate for fo 
„ long as he ſhall think proper to renew his Ticket, to defray the Expences 
of this Society, and of the Room in which his Div iſion meets, ng. 
8. The laſt Article fhall not preclude any Member from furniſhing a 
| larger Contribution, as he may judge proper, either periodically or occa- 
| fionally ; but ſuch extra Contribution ſhall not give the Member any addi- 
| tional Power, © 
1 It is the Duty of every Member to ſtudy Concord, and for that Pur- 
474 poſe to moderate his own Paſſions, particularly his perſonal Attachments 
1-9 | and Averſiens. | 7 | | 
| 0 hos 4 10. To make himſelf well acquainted with the; Principles, Conſtitution, 
| and Laws of this Society, and to circulate a Knowledge of the ſame to the 
utmoſt of his Ability. | | LY 1 
Ba 11. To attend his own Divifionas conſtantly as poflible, and particularly 
ea the Meeting next before the firſt Thurſday in each Calendar Month. 
N 12. During the Diſcuſſion of any Queſtion, it is the Duty of every 
A Member to give a cloſe and candid Attention to the Opinions which are 
1 given on it, and alſo to give his own Opinion freely, unleſs it ſhall correſ- 


14 pond exactly with one already given. | 3 

| | 13. In giving his Vote, which is the Declaration of his final Opinion, 
RE he ought to be guided ſolely by his own ConviRtic n, totally diſregarding the 
Whit | | N of his being in a Minority or Majority, even though he ould ſtand 
In alone. 5 
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Attempt, he may then join any Diviſion which may perſevere in matting. 


14. When Deciſion is taken by a Shew of Hands, every Member ſhall 
give his Vote filently, by ſhewing one Hand: The Practice of ſhewing 
both Hands, or of calling all! all! or other ſuch Exclamations, are tu- 
multuous, indecent, and utterly unwarrantable. | 


25. In caſe his Diviſion ſhall be diſperſed by Perſecution, he ſhall uſe 
every Endeavour to rally the Members of it; but if unſucceſsful in this 


16. To habituate himſelf, both in and out of this Society, to an orderly 


and amicable Manner of reaſoning, but eſpecially to obſerve the following 
Rules of 85 | | | 


ORDER. 1: 
1. That no Member ought. to be interrupted while ſpeaking, unleſs for 
the Purpoſe of calling him to Order. 1 
2. All Noiſe is Interruption, whether intended to expreſs Applauſe or 
Cenſure; Approbation may be expreſſed by holding up a Hand. 


3. To attribute the Conduct or Opinion of any Member to factious 
Combination, or other improper Motive, is diſorderly; as are alſo all In- 


vecti ves and declamatory Remarks. 


4. The foregoing is not intended to curtail the Power of Accuſation, 
agreeably to the XIth Section of this Conſtitution, but only that ſuch Ac- 


cuſation ſhall not interfere with any other Queſtion. 


5. No Member ſhall be allowed to ſpeak longer chan Ten Minutes at 


One Time, nor more than Twice to One Queſtion, except to explain or 
retract. | 


6. No Member ſhall be allowed to ſtile himſelf, or any other, by any 
Party Name, whether intended to convey Reſpect or DiſreſpeR. | 
7. All political Appellations, which do not in their immediate Inter- 
retation convey an Idea of political Sentiment or Situation, are Party 
— The following do not fall under this Objection, as will appear 
by their Explanations. SD | | | 
Republicay—One who wiſhes to promote the general Welfare of his 
Country. N | | | 
od Supporter of the Rights and Power of the People. 
Ariſtocra. One who wiſhes to promote the Intereſt of a few at the Ex- 
pence of many. | | | 


Reyaliſ.— Among the ignorant Part of Mankind ſignifies a Perſon at- 


tached to regal Government: Among artful Courtiers it is a Veil for their 
own Ariftocracy, | 5 

Leyali.— A Supporter of the Conſtitution of his Country. _ | 

Citizen—The ancient Appellation given to the Members of free States. 

Subject can only with Propriety be applied to a Member of a State, 
whoſe Government has been inſtituted by Foreign Conqueſt, or the Preva- 
lence of a domeſtic Faction. „ 

17. Perſons attempting to treſpaſs on Order, under Pretence of ſhewing 
Zeal, Courage, or any other Motive, are to be ſuſpected. M noiſy Diſpo- 
ſition is ſeldom a Sign of Courage; and Extreme Zeal is often a Cloak of 
Treachery. | | | | n 


SECTION II;—The Organization and Power of @a Diviſion. 
1. Each Diviſion ſhall meet once in a Week, on any Evening in the 
Week except Thurſday and Sunday. 


2. The Hour and Place of Meeting ſhall be at the Convenience of each 
Divifion, but muſt be announced to the conſtituted Bodies. p 
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3. Each Diviſion ſhall elect, from its own Members, a Preſident, Vice 
Preſident, Secretary, Aſſiſtant: Secretary, Delegate, and Sub- delegate. 

. Each Diviſion ſhall be furniſhed with T ree Books, (viz.) One to 
bear the Number of the Divifion ; a fimilar Book, to be called the Super- 
numerary Bock of the ſame Diviſion; and a Third, for entering Minutes. 

5. No Diviſion Book ſhall contain more than 30 effective Names; ſub- 
ject to Variation as hereafter mentioned. 

6, Members admitted after the Diviſion ſhall amount to 30, ſhall be en- 
tered into the Supernumerary Book, but not before, 

7. As ſoon as the Members entered in the Supernumerary Book, ſhall 
| amount to 16, they ſhall be entitled to a Number as a new Diviſion; 
100 they ſhall determine the Time and Place of their future Meeting; they 
ſhall receive a Supernumerary Book, and a Minute Book, and a new 
Supernumetrary Book ſhall be delivered to the ori iginal Divition. 

8. Members entered into any Supernumeraty Book while leſs than 16, 
ſhall be entitled to vote, and in every Reſpect to be conſidered as Members 
of the Diviſion to which ſuch Supernumerary Book ſhall belong. 

9. No new Member ſhall have a Vote the ſame Sitting in which he is 
= nor transferred Member the ſame Sitting i in which he 1 is tranſl. 
erre 


10. Each Diridon mall be allowed One Shilling and Six Pence per 
Week, for Rent, Furniture, &c. | 
11. Every Member ſhall have Liberty to introduce One Stranger, pro- 
vided ſuch Member ſhall anſwer that the Sentiments of the Stranger are 
fimilar to ours; and the ſame Stranger ſhall not be introduced more than 
Twice, except for the Purpoſe of Admitlion as a Member. 
12. It Two or more Diviſions ſhall agree to meet at the ſame Time and 
Fes the following Rules ſhall be obſerved : 
One Supernumerary Book ſhall ſerve the whole Meeting,. which 
mall be kept by the Secretary of the oldeſt Diviſion preſent. | 

k 14. Nonew Member ſhall be entered in the Supernumerary Book, while 

11 any Diviſion preſent is ſhort of 30 Members. 
135. One Preſident and Vice Preſident ſhall ſerve the whole Meeting. 
N 16. Each Diviſion alternately ſhall ele&, from its own Members, the 
Preſident and Vice Preſident ; and the Afſſiſlant Secretary of each Diviſion 
alternately, ſhall act as Doorkeeper. 

17. They ſhall not intermix their Election of Delegates or Sub-dele- 
gates, Secretaries, or Afſiftant-Secretaries, nor the Reports of their Opi- 
nions, on referred Queſtions, 

18. Membersentered in the Supernumerary Book ſhall be entitled to vote, 

- and in every Reſpect conſidered as Members of the oldeſt Diviſion preſent. 
1 10. In all Elections, and Deciſions of referred Queſtions, the Preſident ; 
'' hall take the Deciſion of the oldeſt Diviſion firſt, 

20. The Term oldeſt Diviſion is not meant to convey any Idea of Pre- 
cedency: it 25 to be underſtood, that Diviſion which ſhall bear the ſmallett | 
Number, though it may have been formed later than one bearir g a 

reater. 
| | N 21. The Delegates and Secretaries of Diviſions ſo meeting, ſhall not ſit 
1 together, but diſperſed as nearly as convenient at equal Diſtances, 
| 22, Over the — of the Preſident in each Meeting of this Society, ſhall : 
be ſuſpended a Label with theſe Words, BEWARE OF ORATORS. 
1 In caſe of Perſecution, and that the Means provided by the VIlth, 
111 VI, and IXth Sections of this Conflitution, ſnould not produce the 
7 Effect of re- eſtabliſhing a Repreſentative Body of this Society for Two 
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Weeks ſueceſſively, every Diviſion ſhall have Power to ele Four Perſons, 


whoſe Powers ſhall be the ſame as the Four Officers of the Committee of 
Delegates, - | | 
24. The ſole Object of thoſe Four Perſons, ſhall be the . Re-eſtabliſh. 


ment of the Repreſentative Body, and they ſhall report Progreſs weekly, 


and be weekly ſubject to Revocation. | | | 
25. If Two or more Diviſions ſhall make the above-mentioned Election 
at the ſame Time, the Perſons ſo choſen ſhall act in Conjunction. 


SECTION 111,—Mode of Election. 


I. The ordinary Election of Delegate and Sub-delegate ſhall be on the 
$itting next before the firſt Thurſday in each Calendar Month, at which 


Sitting no Viſitor ſhall be admitted. ; =. 

2. No Member ſhall be allowed to offer himſelf as a Candidate, nor to 
2 any other, nor ſolicit- Votes for himſelf or another on Pain of 
Ex pulſion. 


* 
3. Every Member, except ſuch as have ſerved as Delegates for the Two 
preceding Months, ſuch as have not been admitted a Fortnight, and ſuch | 


as are Members of any conſtituted Body, or excuſed by a previous Coriſent 


ol the Diviſion, ſhall be conſidered as eligible. 


4. On the Evening of Election, each Member ſhall bring with him a 


Piece of Paper, on which ſhall he written the Name of the Member whom ] 


he wiſhes to be the Delegate, and beneath that the Name and Number of 
the Voter. Fa Þ | | 

5. Such Vote ſhall be given to the Preſident, without previous Commu- 
nication to any other Member. 

6. Preciſely at Nine o' Clock, after which no Vote ſhall be received, the 


Preſident ſhall read the Votes aloud; the Secretary ſhall enter in the Mi- | 


nute Book the Names of all the Members nominated, and againſt each the 


Numbers of the Members who have voted for him. 


7. The Preſident ſhall read the Secretary's Entry aloud, and if no Error 
he diſcovered in it, ſhall declare whichever of the nominated Perſons ſhall 
have the greateſt Number of Votes to be the Delegate, and the next greateſt 

8. Upon any Equality of Votes, the Deciſion ſhall be by Lot. 

9. The Election of Secretary and Aſſiſtant Secretary, ſhall be on the 
ſame Night, and conducted in the ſame Manner. | 

10. Every Member, except the Delegate and Sub-delegate, is eligible 
as Secretary or Aſſiſtant Secretary. | 

11. The Election of Preſident and Vice-Prefident, may be by open No« 
mination and Shew of Hands, 9 | : 


SECTION IV.—Duty of Preſident and Vice-Prefident. 


1. The Preſervation of Order, though a Duty of every Member, is par- 
ticularly ſo of the Preſident, : | L: 
2. He ſhall take eſpecial Care to protect any Member from Interruption 
while ſpeaking, provided ſuch Member ſhall confine his Diſcourſe to the 
Matter in queſtion, and not exceed Ten Minutes in delivering it. 

3. If any Member (thinking the Preſident remiſs} ſhall call another to 
Order, that Call ſhall not be repeated by any other Member. The Preſi- 
dent, if aware of the Reaſon of ſuch Call, ſhall give his Opinion on the 

Point of Order; if not aware of any ſufficient Reaſon for the Intex» 
| TOC © G 2 | ruption, 


| 
ants, 
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ruption, he ſhall require the Member calling to Order to explain his 
Reaſons. 

4. The general Call of Silence is the excluſive Duty of the PreſtJent ; 
any other Member calling Silence is diſorderly. 


5. If he ſhall' find it convenient, he may, previous to putting any 
ueſtion, recapitulate impartially the Arguments which haye been 


offered on it; at which Time, and not before, he may give his own 
Opinion. 


6. He ſhall take efpecial Care that the Members be ſatisfied, that the 
Monthly Account.of the principal Treaſurer contains a Receipt for as 
much Money as has been raiſed 1n the Diviſion or Diviſions preſent, 

7. Previous to quitting the Chair, he ſhall read the Minutes as entered 
by the Secretary, and ſign them. | 
8. If any Part of them ſhall appear to him to be erroneouſly entered, he 
mall notice the Impropriety in the Minute Book. 

„He ſhall, on no Account, continue in the Chair later than Eleven 
o'Clock, P. M. ; after that Hour the Perſons preſent are a private Com- 
pany, and not a Diviſion of this Society. 

10. The Vice-Preſident ſhall be placed in that Part of the Room which 


| is oppoſite to the Preſident. 


11. His Duty is to take Care that Members ſhall not be imperfectly a ac- 
quainted with the Buſineſs in Agitation, in conſequence of their being re- 
mote from the Preſident, and that they ſhall not fall into private and — 
orderly Converſations. 


SECTION V.—Secretary and Affſtant Secretary. 


1. The Secretary of each Diviſion ſhall alſo be Treaſurer of the ſame, 
He — remain in Office (Miſconduct excepted) One Month, and be re- 
eligible. 

4 He ſhall open the Buſineſs of each Meeting, by taking Election of a 
Preſident and Vice-Preſident, for which Purpoſe he — not wait longer 
than 15 Minutes after the appointed Time. 

3. He ſhall then give the Minutes of the laſt Meeting to the Preſident 
to be read, including the former Preſident's Objections, if any, and they 


ſhall then be adjuſted. 


4. He ſhall enter in the Minute Book every Motion which ſhall be made 
and ſeconded; alſo the Deciſion on it, with the Numbers of Votes both 
for and againft. | 
5. He ſhall keep the Diviſion and Supernumerary-Books, and re» 
ceive the Monthly Payments. 

6. If any Member default in Payment; he ſhall give Notice of the 
ſame, at the firſt Meeting after the firſt Thurſday in each Calendar 
Month; and if no other Member is willing to call on the Defaulter, 
it ſhall be his Buſineſs. 

7. After the Preſident he ſhall fign all Reſolutions of the Diviſion, 
and all Certificates of Election. 

8. All Certificates ſhall ſpecify the Number of Votes as given. The 


word unanimous ſhall never be uſed. 


. At the Meeting next before the Election of Delegate, the Secre- 


tary ſhall read a Lift of the Names of ſuch Members as are ineligible by 
this Conſtitution; to which ſhall be added the Names of ſuch Members 


1 Reaſons ſatisfactory to the Diviſion for wiſhing to be ex- 
cuſed ſerving that Office. | . | 
10. 
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10. If any Member ſhall default in Payment for One Month ſacceſ- 
fively, without a Cauſe ſatisfactory to the Diviſion be aſſigned, the Se- 
cretary ſhall notice the Default oppoſite to his Name in the Minute 
Book, and his Number ſhall be given to the next admitted Member. 

f1, If he cannot attend his Duty in his Diviſion, he ſhall give No- 
tice to the Aſſiſtant Secretary, and ſend the Books to him or to the 


= Diviſion. 5 


% 


$4 
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to the Members of a new Place and Time of Meeting. 


12. The Aſſiſtant Secretary ſhall, to the utmoſt of his Power, aſũſt 
the Secretary in his Duty, particularly in calling on Defaulters. 


13. When the Secretary is preſent in a Diviſion, the Aſſiſtant Secre- 


tary ſhall act as Doorkeeper ; the, Duty of that Station is explained by 
Sect. II. Art. XI. Ry Fo | 


14. In the abſence of Secretary or Aſſiſtant Secretary, the Meeting 


ſhall appoint another Doorkeeper. | 
15. In caſe of a Removal or violent Diſperſion of a Diviſion, it ſhall 


be the Buſineſs of the Secretary and Aſſiſtant Secretary to give Notice 


£ . | ; + | 
SECTION VI. Delegate and Sub-delegate. 
1. Every individual Delegate is the immediate Servant of the Di- 


2 viſion which he repreſents, and his Functions cannot be annulled or ſuſ- 
pended but by their Conſent, unleſs expelled the Society by Trial of 


Jury, agreeably to the XIth Section. 


2. While a Delegate he is not eligible to any other Station or Office, | 


either by his Diviſion or any conſtituted Body. | 
3. His Duty is to attend the Meeting of Delegates, and aſſiſt in the 
Performance of their collective Duty, as hereafter deſcribed. ; 
4. To attend his own Diviſion duly, and faithfully to report Proceed- 
ings of the Committee of Delegates. 1 | | 
5. To compare the Account of the principal Treaſurer with that of 
the Treaſurer of his own Diviſion, and to remark to his Diviſion whe- 
ther they agree or no. 
6. On all Queſtions which may occur in the Committee of Delegates, 
he ſhall vote according to the Inſtructions of his Conſtituents. | 


7. On any Queſtion which has not been diſcuſſed and decided by his 


Conſtituents, he ſhall vote according to his own Judgment for the Inte- 


reſt of the Society. | | 

8. If on any Queſtion which his Conftitnents have decided, new Ar- 
guments ſhould ariſe, which he may think likely to change their 
Opinion, he ſhall have Liberty to vote for an Adjournment of .One 
Week; ſubje& however to the Judgment of the Diviſion, whether his 
Doubts were real or fictitious. | | | 

9. If he cannot attend the Meeting of Delegates, he ſhall give No- 
tice as early as poſſible to the Sub-delegate. . 

10. The Sub-delegate having received ſuch Notice, ſhall act as De- 
legate. . | 


P 


1. The Sub-delegate ſhall always be admiſfible in the Committee 
f of Delegates as a Viſitor. 1 


- 


* 
w 


though 


| 12. While preſent as a Viſitor he muſt be ſilent, but may take 
z. The Sub-delegate attending the Committee before the Delegate, 
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though without Notice, ſhall act as Delegate for that Sitting, whenever Þ 


= | the Delegate is more than ten Minutes later than the appointed Y 
KY Time. | „ 5 | 4 
ol 14. If the Delegate ſhould vacate his Seat, the e N ſhall 4 | 
W ſucceed him for the Remainder of the Month, aud another Sub-dele- 7 
= | _ gate ſhall be choſen. = 4 


SECTION VII.—The Committee of Delegates. 


1. The Committee of Delegates is the Repreſentative and Legiſ- 
"Uh lative Body of this Society. | 3 
2. Their Duty is indiviſible, and the Repreſentation ſhall not be im- 
paired by any Appointment, either of themſelves collectively or of any 
other conſtituted Body, which may ſubje& the Members thereof to be 
abſent from their Meeting, or to be Parties concerned in any Subject 
under their Diſcuſſion. „„ | | 
3. Not leſs than Three Fourths of their whole Number ſhall be a 
Quorum, except in caſe of Perſecution. 


4. There ſhall be no Diſparity or Diſſimilitude between the Mem- 
bers by Offices of Preſidency or Secretaryſhip. 


5. Every Committee of Delegates ſhall on the laſt Thurſday in each 
Calendar Month, ele& Four Perſons to ſerve the Offices of Preſident, 
Vice Preſident, Secretary, and Aſſiſtant Secretary in the next enſuing 
Committee, | | | =. 3 
6. Members of the electing Committee are eligible as Officers of 
the enſuing, and Officers of electing ſhall be re-eligible. _ ol 
| 7. Tins Election is their final Act collectively; individually they 
i muſt report at the enſuing Meetings of their Conſtituents, which done, | 
in they invariably ceaſe to be Delegates, and ſhall not be re-eligible for i 
| Two ſucceeding Months. 535 8 NY 
| 14 8. The Duty of the Four Officers above-mentioned, is ſimilar to 
WE if thoſe bearing the ſame Names in a Diviſion ; but they ſhall have no 
"6 Vote in the Committee, nor give any Opinion, unleſs requeſted, ex- 
BY; | cept on Queſtions of Order. | | 
| 9. After forming the Committee, by receiving and entering their 
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5 Certificates, they ſhall each be ſubje& to Diſmiſſion, if the then pre- 

ht ſent Committee ſhoald think proper to appoint others. 

N 10. The Entries in the Minute-book ſhall be ſigned at leaſt by Two 
| 


of them, and the Minutes of each Meeting ſhall be read in the enſuing 
4 Meeting, and open to the Inſpection of every individual Delegate. 7 
Lo - 11. In caſe of any Perſecution which may be brought on this Society, 
14 they ſhall provide a Place for the Meeting of Delegates, and give 


9 r 0 
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| Notice thereof to as many Delegates as poſſible. g 
bk 12. Such Meeting, not being fewer than One Third of the Dele- i 
| | | gates, ſhall have all the Power of a Committee of Delegates ; but ſhall 
I on no Pretence enlarge the Term of their Delegation. | 4 
4 | 13. The eſpecial Object of ſuch Meeting ſhall be to ſee that the 


i NAG. Executive Powers are not negligent or dilatory in rallying the diſ- 
| i perſed Diviſions, and renewing a complete Repreſentative Body. Y 
BH 14. The Duty of the Committee of Delegates, is to direct the Con- 
WK! duct of the Executive Powers, in all Matters which do not require 
; 0 Secrecy or Expedition. TD 85 3 
1 | 15. To f 
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15. To examine the Conduct of the Executive Powers, whether it 
be agreeable to their own Directions, or the Directions of any former 
Committee of Delegates. | | | 
16. If the Executive Power ſhall have done any Thing without 
Conſent of a Committee of Delegates, it ſhall, on Diſcovery, be the 
Buſineſs of the then Committee of Delegates to examine whether the 
Act was proper, and whether the Want of ſuch Authority was juſtl- 


| fable by the Neceſſity of Secrecy or Diſpatch. 
Legiſ- | 


17. Their Conſent to any Thing propoſed to be done, or their Ap- 
probation of any Thing which has been done by the Executive Powers, 
ſhall) be to the latter a com plete Juſtification, except ſuch Conſent or 
Approbation ſhall be obtained by Miſrepreſentation of Facts. 

18. They ſhall take ſpecial Notice of the Conduct of every indi- 
vidual Member, both of the Select Committee and the Council; and 
if they ſhall perceive any perſonal Oppoſition to prevail between any 
Two Members of thoſe Bodies, they ſhall take the firſt Opportunity ta 
remove them both, rather than endanger the ſpreading of Diſcord. 

19. For the Purpoſe of electing Members of the Select Committee 
and Special Committees, they ſhall always have a complete Lift of the 
Names and Numbers of the Select Committee then exiſting. 

20. They may enter in their Minute Book Remarks on the Conduct, 
whether moral or political, of any Member of the Select Committee, 
or of the Council, or any Perſon eligible to thoſe Stations. | 

21. If the Executive Powers, for the Purpoſe of obtaining their Ap- 
e, ſhall communicate any Thing which a Majority of the De- 

egates ſhall approve as neceſlary to be ſecretly done, the whole Com- 
mittee of Delegates are bound to Secrecy. 2 | 

22. Their Election of One Third of the Council, and of the Select 


Committee, ſhall be conducted in the ſame Manner as the Election of a 
Delegate, | 25 | 


SECTION VIII. Ze Sele Committee, 


1. Shall not exceed the Whole, nor be leſs than Half the Number 
of the Committee of Delegates. | 1 | 
2. Every in lividual Member of this Committee is the Servant of the 
whole Society, and not reſponſible to any particular Diviſion. 3 
3. They ſhall, at their firſt Inſtitution, be numbered by Lot, from 

One to the Number of their Total. | e 
4. On the laſt Thurſday in each Month One Third of them ſhall be 
put to the Vote of the Committee of Delegates, either to be re- elected 


"Via. 1. Month, No. i, 45; 7-10 =. <6 
| Ry 2d. Ditto, No. 2, a a > Cand ſo on, adding 3 to 
| 3d. Ditto, No. 3, 05:9, 12. the laſt Number. 
5. No Perſon ſhall be eligible who has not been a Member of this 
Society Three Months, . | | 
6. No Member ſhall be allowed to change his Number. 
7. Their Appointments of Preſidency or Secretaryſhip ſhall be from 
their own Members, and at their own Diſcretion as to Permanence. 
8. No Member of this Committee ſhall be admitted until he has an- 


ſwered in the Affirmative the following Queſtion, which ſhall be put 


by the Officers of the Committee of Delegates : | 
| 18 800 5 
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Do you promiſe that you will not relinquiſh the & 1 cohich you are about 


to take in this Society, on Account of any Perſecution æubich may be brought 


on it. That you will perſevere in meeting the Sele& Committee, and to the 
utms/? of your Power encourage every other Member of this Society to fulfil 
the Duty of his reſpetive Station? | | 


. THEIR OFFICE: ITS, 


1. Preparatory, as they may be directed, either collectively, parti- 


ally, or individually, by the Committee of Delegates or the Council. 
2. Referential, as to any Matter adopted by the Committee of Dele- 
gates, or the Council, or by both, which they may judge improper. 


3. All intended Publications of this Society ſhall, previous to being 7 


printed, undergo their collective Examination. c 
4. One Third of their whole Number ſhall be a Quorum. 


SECTION IX.—The Couneil, 


1. Shall be compoſed of One Treaſurer, One principal Secretary, 


and not leſs than Four Aſſiſtant Secretaries. | 
2. They ſhall be numbered from One to their Total, and re-eligible | 


at the ſame Time and in the-fime Manner as the Select Committee. 


3. The Treaſurer ſhall, on the laſt Thurſday in each Calendar Month, 6 
give to the Committee of Delegates a Monthly Account of the total 
Sum which he ſhall have received from each Diviſion in the Courſe of | 


the Inſtant Month. | 5 | 
4. He ſhall alſo give to the Select Committee, at their Meeting next 


before the laſt 'Thurſday in March, June, September, and December, 
a Quarterly Account of all Monies received by him on Account of | 
_ this Society, and all Diſburſements. . | | 

5. His Quarterly Account, with the Remarks of the Select Com- 
mittee, if any, ſhall be laid before the Committee of Delegates on the 
laſt Thurſday in March, June, September, and December, to be by | 


them examined, and reported to the Diviſions. 


6. The principal Secretary ſhall record all Laws which ſhall be made 


by this Society, which ſhall be printed annually. _ . 
7. He ſhall prepare all miſcellaneous Correſpondence ; namely, all 
ſuch as does not fall within the Department of one or other of. the 


Aſſiſtant Secretaries, and all Copies of ſuch Correſpondence, for the Uſe | 


of the Diviſions. | 


8. Each Aſſiſtant Secretary ſhall have his particular Department of 

Correſpondence aſſigned to him. | _—_ 
9. As ſoon as any Letter is received, it ſhall be the Buſineſs of 
the Secretary, to whoſe Department it ſhall belong, to prepare an 


Anſwer. 


10. The Draught of the Anſwer ſhall be firſt ſubmitted to the Select 


Committee. 
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11. It ſhall next, with, the Objections and propoſed Amendments 


of the Select Committee, if any, be laid before the Committee of 


Delegates. 


1312. If the Committee of Delegates ſhall think neceſſary to order any | 1 
Alterations, they ſhall Ggnify the ſame in Writing, ſigned by Two of | 


their Officers. 
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Ro Every Member of the Council ſhall be really acquainted with 


every Tranſaction of this Society, however ſecret. : | 
14: Each Member of the Council ſhall have a complete Liſt of 


the Members of every Diviſion of this Society, with their Reſidences, 


which Lift he ſhall depoſit, to the beſt of his Judgment, in a Place 
of Safety. | | E | | 
15. Collectively, the Councils ſhall have a Power of Reference to 
the Diviſions, as to any Propoſal adopted by the Committee of Delegates, 
or Select Committee. 3 | | 
16. It ſhall be the Buſineſs of the Council to make Enquiry for pro- 


| per Places for Diviſions to meet, and to recommend Transfers of Meni- 


bers for the Purpoſe of forming new Diviſions, or ſtrengthening ſuch as 
may decay. OI” 


17. All Letters of this Sotiety-ſhall be ſigned at leaſt by Two of the 


Council, who ſhall alſo ſign the Copy kept. 


18. All Letters ſent with the Conſent of the Delegates and Sele& 
Committee, ſhall be ſigned - for the London Correſponding Society.” 
All Letters ſent without ſuch Conſent ſhall be ſigned “ for the Council 
“ of the London Correſponding Society.“ | bo 
19. No Letter ſhall be ſent without previous Conſent of the Council 


collectively, and not leſs than Two Thirds ſhall be a Quorum. 


20. For any ſpecial Purpoſe they may require the Aſſiſtande of any 
Member of this Society, not being a Delegate or Sub-delegate. | 


SECTION Xx. General Articles including Reference. 


1. Every Propoſal which ſhall be ſeverally approved by a Majority | 
of the Delegates, of the Select Committee, and of the Council, ſhall 
be adopted and conſidered as an Act of this Society, and remain in 


Force as ſuch, until reſcinded either by the Concurrence of fimilar Ma- 


2. The Concurrence of ſuch Majorities ſhall be ſufficient to degrade 


any Member of the Sele& Committee or of the Council, previous to the 


ordinary Period of Election; as ſhall alſo a Reference of the Diviſions ; 
provided always, that the Party objected to, ſhall have full Opportunity 
of exculpating himſelf. 2 | | | | | 
3. The Concurrence of à Majority of each of the Three conſtituted 

Bodies, ſhall be ſufficient to alter the Vth Article of the IId Section, by 
making the Number of Members required to form a Diviſion more 
or leſs, provided there fhall always be a Number aſcertained, beyond 


which no Member ſhall be entered in a Diviſion Book, and provided 


that the Number required for inſtituting a Diviſion, ſhall always be 
One more than Half the Number at which a Diviſton ſhall be ac- 
counted full.” 8 1 | | 5 
4. If it ſhall appear beneficial to the Society, to inſtitute a new Di- 
viſion in a Place where a ſufficient Number of Members cannot at firſt 
be obtained, or to continue an old Diviſion which may have decreaſed 
below the Number required, the conſtituted Bodies ſhall have Power, 
notwithſtanding the Deficiency of Number, to make the uſual Allow- 
ance for Rent, &c. but not longer than Three Months, unleſs ſpeciall 
authorized by Reference to the Diviſions ; and provided there ſhall 
never be more than One Third of the whole Number of Diviſions of this 
Deſcription. | | I 
H „ 5, Not 
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Not more than One Half of the Select Committee ſhall at any Time 
be detached on Special Committees, either by the Council or the Dele- 
ates. 
6. Referred Queſtions ſhall never be accompanied by Deputations ; 
they ſhall come in the ſame Form before each Diviſion; namely, a 
Copy of the Queſtion, and of ſuch Remarks as the Parties concerned 


ſhall think proper to make on it. 


7. The Remarks ſhall be in numbered 1 free from Declama- 
tion or Panegyric. 


8. On all Queſtions intended for Reference, each of the conſtituted 


Bodies ſhall have an Opportunity of ſending out its Remarks; but for 


this Purpoſe the Whole of them ſhall not be allowed longer than One 
Week. 

9. If a Queſtion be referred, at the Inſtance of an Individual, be ſhall 
provide as many Copies of the Queſtion, and of his own Remarks, as 
may be neceſlary to ſupply all the Diviſions. 


10. Any Individual providing ſuch Copies, and demanding a Refe- 
rence, ſhall not be denied. 


11. If a Queſtion be referred at the Inſtance of a Diviſion, or by one 


or more of the conſtituted Bodies, the Copies ſhall be provided by the 
reſpective Secretaries. 


12. The Report on a referred Queſtion ſhall not be required JS 
leſs than 'Two Weeks, from the Thurſday on which the Copies of 
Queſtion. and Remarks, complete, ſhall have been given to the De- 
legates. 

of 3. The Delegates having received ſuch Copies, ſhall communicate 
them in the next Meeting of their reſpective Diviſions. Each Divifion 
may then diſcuſs the Queſtion, but ſhall not decide it until the next 
Meeting at ſooneſt. 
14. No Member ſhall be allowed to ſpeak on a referred Queſtion, ex- 
cept in the Diviſion of which he is a Member. 

15. The Expences of all the conſtituted Bodies ſhall be paid from the 

— Stock. 


8 20 TI ON *I. , Accuſation and Trial. 


1. If any Member ſhall think another unworthy of being a Member of 
this Society, or that he has acted in any Degree improperly, he ſhall 


offer his Accuſation in Writing, figned by himſelf, in the Diviſion of | 


which the Accuſed is a Member. 

2. Every Accuſation ſhall ſtate the Law on which it is led. 
3. If the Deciſion of the Diviſion ſhall be in favour of the Accuſed, 
the Trial ſhall go no farther; if not, the Accuſer ſhall give a Statement 
of the Caſe in Writing to the Delegate of his own Diviſion, to be laid 
before the Committee of Delegates. 

4. No Vote or Reſolution touching any Matter of Accuſation ſhall 
paſs in any Diviſion, except that of the Accuſed (as mentioned i in the 


laſt Article) nor in any of the conſtituted Bodies. 


5. The Delegates having received the Caſe, ſhall ele& Four Porſans, 
not of their own Body, nor of the Diviſion or Diviſions concerned, to 
act as Preſident, Secretary, and Vice Preſident, and Aſſiſtant Secretary 
In the enſuing Trial. 
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6. They ſhall alſo iſſue Notices to each Diviſien, except thoſe of 
which the Accuſer or Accuſed are Members, mentioning the Time and 
Place of Trial, and the four Perſons whom they have appointed to ſu- 
perintend it, and requiring each of them to return One Juryman. 

7. Each Diviſion ſhall return of its own Members One Juryman b 


Lot; but none of the Four Perſons appointed to ſuperintend the Trial, 


nor any Member of any conſtituted Body, ſhall be returnable. 

8. Every Juryman ſo drawn, and failing to attend at the appointed 
Time, ſhall forfeit Two Shillings and Six Pence, except in Caſe of 
Sickneſs ; as ſhall-alſo each Superintendant. _ | | 

9. The Superintendants ſhall, by Lot, take Twelve Names out of 
the whole Number preſent, who ſhall be the Jury for that Trial, unleſs 
the accuſed Object, which he may do to Four of them, but not more. 

10. The Accuſer and Accuſed ſhall each be allowed One Aſſiſtant, at 
their own Choice. | | | | 
11. The Preſident ſhall read the Accuſation, and call on the Accuſer 
to produce his Evidence. 5 | 

12. The Evidence on the Part of the Accuſer being cloſed, the Ac- 
cuſed may call his Evidence. | 

13. During the Time each Witneſs is giving his Evidence, he may 
be croſs examined by the Jury, the Preſident, the Accuſed, the Accuſer 
or either of their Aſiſtants. > ES 

14. The Evidence being cloſed, the Accuſed and his Aſſiſtant ſhall 


be allowed to comment on it, and make his Defence; but the Croſs 


Examination ſhall be deemed ſufficient on the Part of the Accuſer. 
15. If the Preſident ſhall think proper, he may recapitulate the prin- 


cipal Points of the Evidence, and comment on them. 


16. The Jury ſhall give their Verdict in Writing, ſigned by all their 
Names. | 

17. If the Jury ſhall not, within Two Hours, agree that the Accuſed 
is guilty, he ſhall be acquitted. 152 | * 

18. The Iſſue of the Trial ſhall be reported to the Committee of 


Delegates, and by them to the Diviſions. 
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LETTER for introducing Citizens Bi ans and JohN Gate 
 Jonzs; dated Committee Room, March 1796; and ſigned 
J. As RLE Y, Secretary, | | 


 _Crr1zens, Committee Room, March 1796. 


| HIS Letter is to introduce Citizens Binns and John Gale Jones to 


you, they being deputed by us to viſit your Society. They will 


lay before you the Inſtructions we have given them for their Conduct, 
by which you will ſee the principal Parts of our View of the common 
Obje& which unites us to you and the other Societies .in the Country. 
We hope they accord with your Sentiments, for we are perſuaded that 
3 „ H 2 4 nothing 
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nothing is wanting to obtain ſuch a Reform in Parliament as we de- 
mand, but a ſtrict Union among thoſe who are already convinced of its 


Neceflity. We are not, however, to contemn or neglect thoſe whoſe 


| Intereſt, whoſe Paſſions, or whoſe Ignorance, have ſet them in Oppoſi- 


tion to us. For the latter, thoſe who are ſeparated from us only by 


their poſitive Ignorance, we ſhall gain them daily to our Side by a clear 
Statement of our Claims. The Propoſition we maintain is ſo ſimple, 


that no one can re ject it who poſſeſſes eyen an ordinary ſhare of Under- 


ſtanding. The political Creeds which People are taught during their 


Childhood frequently warp their Minds; but in Britain, the firſt Article 
of the political Creed is, that every Individual who is ſubject to Govern- 
ment is repreſented, and has a Right to be repreſented in the Legiſlature. 
We aſſert no more than that the Practice does not at preſent correſpond 
with the Theory, and we claim no more than the Reſtitution of theſe 
our Rights; and it is this Fact of which we have to convince the Igno- 


rant; for thoſe who have partial Intereſts and Paſſions to gratify in the 
Continuauce of Abuſe, we muft contend with them firmly. If we can 


ſoften their Oppoſition, it is our Duty; and if we cannot, on their own 
Heads be the Guilt and the Effect. Citizens, let us redouble our Zeal. 
Indifference in any Cauſe belonging to Humanity is baſe, in this. it is 
nothing leſs than Inſanity. We recommend our Deputies to your Cons 
dence, for we believe they are worthy of it. 7 | 


585 Signed, 
By Order of the Executive Committee, 


— 
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INSTRUCTIONS of the London Correſponding Society to Citi- 
zen JOHN GALE Jones, deputed to viſit the Societies of Bir- 
mingham, &c. A T 

CiT1zEn, 


1 'HIS Society having reſolved that Deputies be ſent to the ſeveral 


Societies in Correſpondence with us, in order to inform them ac- 


curately of the preſent State of the important Queſtion agitated by them 
and us, and to. conſult with them on the moſt effectual Means of con- 
vincing the People of this Country of the Neceſſity of a Reform in thę 
Commons Houſe of Parliament, we have choſen you to be among the 
Number of ſuch Deputies, having a firm Confidence that you will con- 
duct yourſelf ſo as to bring no juſt. reproach upon us your Conſtituents. 
To acquit ourſelves, however, before the whale Nation in this momen- 


tous Concern, as well as the better to enable you to proſecute our legal 
and virtuous Purpoſe, we furniſh you with the following Inſtructions: 


iſt, On 
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iſt. On your Admiſſion to a Society in Union with us, you ſhall 
deliver the Letter of Introduction given you herewith, and ſubmit 
theſe Inſtructions to their Peruſal, in order that no improper Perſon, 
being either an ignorant Advocate of our Cauſe, or a baſe Pretender 
of, 2 miſchievous Purpoſes, may intrude himſelf upon ſuch Society in 
our Name. | . : | 

2dly. You ſhall preciſely ſtate to ſuch Society, that the ſole Object 
of our Aſſociation is a Reform of the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 
_ 3dly, You ſhall infiſt that the only effectual, as well as only legiti- 


mate Mode of obtaining our common Object, is by convincing our 


Fellow Citizens of our natural and conſtitutional Right to ſuch Reform, 


and of the Neceſſity of our — it, to 2 the Nation from 


falling under the Yoke of an abſolute Deſpotiſm; in ſo doing you 


Enemies of Reform narrowed to the Circle of corrupt Miniſters, and 


their rapacious Dependants. 


4thly. You ſhall ſhew that the new Treaſon and Seditious Acts, 
whatever be the Character that will be ſtamped upon them by Poſterity, 


have not taken away the Means of enlightening our Fellow Citizens on 


the above Subject, fince under theſe Acts Citizens may aſſemble to the 
Number of Forty-nine in One Place, to converſe in an orderly Manner 
on their conſtitutional Rights, and therefore cannot be diſturbed with- 


out a Violation of Law even as it ſtands at preſent. | 


5thly. As the ſubtle Malice of our Enemies will endeavour to lead 
our Fellow Citizens from the peaceable Courſe which it yet becomes us 
to. purſue, you ſhall invite the Society to guard agatait all Perſons who 


would introduce violent Propoſitions, or any illegal Meaſures. 


6thly. It behoves you notwithſtanding to convince the timid, that 


no Fears are to be entertained reſpecting the legal Conſequences of the 


Information of Spies, fince the Security of the Friends of Reform is in 
the Legality of their Object and Proceedings. | 
7thly. TheDeſign of the above Articles is to remove Miſapprehen- 


ſions relative to the Safety of our Aſſociation under the new Laws. 


This Part of your Miſſion being affected, you are to ſtrain every Power 
of your Mind to awaken the ſleeping Spirit of Liberty ; you are to call 


upon our Fellow Citizens to be ready with us to purſue our common Ob- 
jeR, if it muſt be to the Scaffold, or rather (if our Enemies are deſ- 


perate enough to bar up every Avenue to Enquiry and Diſcuſſion) to 


leſs decided than this, will ſuffice to regain Liberty from a bold uſurp- 
ing Faction; but to the End that we may ſucceed by the irreſiſtible 


Voice of the People, you are to excite in every Society the Deſire 


which animates our Boſoms to embrace the Nation as Brethren, and 


the Reſolution to bear every Repulſe from Paſſion and Prejudice which 


fails to deprive us of the ſure Grounds of Argument. , 
8thly. As the Whig Club have called upon the People to aſſociate 


for the Repeal of the new Treaſon and Sedition Bills, without making 


any explicit Declaration of their Principles, we recommend you to 


caution the Society you viſit, againſt every Attempt to divert their 
Thoughts from our ultimate Object to ſuch temporary and ſubordinate 
_ Conſiderations. | | | 


gthly. You ſhall, if called upon, 'aid the Society with your Advice 
in forming their internal Regulations, but by no Means ſhall attempt 
55 3 to 
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to impoſe any Rule upon them, much leſs to intrude the particular 
Parts of our Conſtitution, where * Conſiderations may make it 
prudent to adopt others. 

iothly. You ſhall invite the Society to a cloſe Correſpondence with 
us, and to tranſmit to us a Monthly Report, containing their Numbers, 
and a conciſe Account of their leading Tranſactions. 

11thly. You ſhall invite the Society to take the Name of the United | 
Correſponding Society of Birmingham, and to adopt our Regulations 


as far as may be conſiſtent with their particular Convenience or Situ- 


ation. 
12thly. This Society being involved in you Expences, and being 
in actual Arrear, you ſhall in an open and manly Manner invite the 


Society to contribute to the Expence of the Deputation according to 


their Ability, and to tranſmit their Contributions through your Hands 


to our Secretary. 


13thly. You ſhall write to us immediately after your firſt view 
with the Society, and at leaſt Once a Week afterwards, and if any 
Thing ſhould occur to which theſe inſtructions do not apply, you ſhall 
write to us ſpecially on the Subject. In a Word, you are always to 
reflect, that you are wreſtling with the Enemies 3 the human Race, 
not for yourſelf merely, for you may not ſee the full Day of Liberty, 
but for the Child hanging at the Breaſt; and that the Queſtion whether 
the next Generation Mall be free or not, may greatly depend on the. 
Wiſdom and Integrity of your Conduct in the generous Miflion which 
you and your fellow Deputies now take upon yourſelves. 

14thly. The Society of Birmingham, &c. being numerous, you ſhall 
concert Meaſures with the Secretary for convening the Members, in 
Diviſions, conſiſting of Forty-nine each; and you ſhall on no Account 
meet more than Forty-nine Members at One Time. | 

t5thly. As our Letters have been frequently intercepted by our 
Enemies, before your Departure from London you ſhall learn of the: 
Citizen Secretary the Place to which you ſhall direct your Letters, and 
3 eſtabliſh with the Society a proper Channel for correſponding 
With us. 

16thly. You mall keep a Journal of your Proceedings i in the Diſ- 
charge of this yy, and ſhall preſent the ſame to this Committee on 
your Return, 


Crriz Es, 


While you recommend a ** Conduct to PRA Society, we ſolemnly 
call upon you to be yourſelf the Example of Sobriety in Converſation | 
and Manners. | 


By Order of the Executive Committtee, 
John Aſhley, Sec. 
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Copy of a Haxd BII. diſtributed by HN RT FeLLOws, at 
- Maidſtone. „ 


| | To the Britiſh Army. 


Comp s. are we not men? Is it not high Time we ſhould prove | 


we know ourſelves to be ſuch? Are we any where reſpected as 
Men ? and why arewe not? Have not wrong Notions of Diſcipline led 


-us to our preſent deſpiſed Condition? Is there a man among us who 


does not wiſh to defend his Country, and who would not willingly do it 
without being ſubje& to the Inſolence and Cruelty of effeminate Pup- 
pies? Were not the Sailors like us mocked for want of Thought, 
though not ſo much deſpiſed for Poverty as we are? Have they not 
proved that they can think and a& for themſelves, and preſerve every 


uſeful Point of Diſcipline full as well or better than when under the 
Tyranny of their Officers? What makes this Difference between a 


Commiſſioned Officer and a Private or Non-commiſſiened ? Are they 
better Men? You muſt laugh at the Thought: Do they know Diſ- 


cipline half ſo well as our Serjeants? Don't they owe their Promotions 


to their Connections with Placemen and Penſioners, and a mock Parlia- 
ment which pretends to repreſent the, People? When we think of the 


People, ought not each of us to think of a Father or a Brother as Part 


of them? Can you think a Parliament ſpeaking like Fathers and 
Brothers would treat us as we are treated? Would they mock us with 
a pretended Addition to our Pay, and then lock us up in Barracks to 
cheat us and keep us in Ignorance? Would they not rather, conſiderin 

the Price of every Thing wanting for our Families, at leaſt double our 


Pay? Why is every Regiment harraſſed with long Marches from one 


End of the Country to the other, but to keep them Strangers to the 
People and to each other? Are we fo well cloathed as Soldiers uſed to 
be? Aſk the old Penſioners of Chelſea College, whether Horſe or 


Foot: Aſk them too if it was uſual, when there were fewer Regiments, 
for Colonels to make a Profit out of Soldiers* Cloaths? Don't Colonels 


now draw Half their Income from what we ought to have, but of 
which we are robbed? THESE, COMRADES, are a few. of our 
Grievances, and but a few, WHAT SHALL WE DO? The Ty- 
ranny of what is falſely called Diſcipline prevents us from acting like 
other Men. We cannot join in a Petition for that which common Ho- 
neſty would freely have given us long ago. WE HAVE ONLY 
TWO CHOICES; either to ſubmit to the preſent Impoſitions, or 
demand the Treatment proper for Men. THE POWER IS ALL 


OUR OWN. The Regiments which ſend you this are willing to do 


their Part: They will ſhew their Countrymen they can be Soldiers 
without being Slaves, and will make their Demands as ſoon as they 
know you will not draw the Trigger againſt them. Of this we will 
judge, when we know you have diſtributed this Bill not only among 


your Comrades, but to every Soldier whom you know in every Part of 
the Country, BE SOBER, BE READY, 
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Appendix, (Ne 6.) 
Copy of LETTER taken amongſt JohN BONE“s Papers, 
| [Direction obliterated, ] 
CITIZEN, | 


I Received your Parcel with Regulations, &c. and am obliged to you 
for ſending the Ulſter Addreſs, as I think it will be productive to 
our Cauſe, for they ſeem to meet the Approbation of the Cit"* here, 
particularly the Iriſh Soldiers in this Town. I have diſpoſed of them 
all, and ſhall be glad of 100 more, with 50 Boniparte's Addreſs, and 
50 Duke of Richmond's Letter, with ſome Tickets, and charge the 
Publications to me, and I will ſee you paid or return them, but I will 
do my Endeavours to ſell them. Cit®, I mentioned in my laſt Week's 
Report for you to charge Regulations, Tickets, and Mag” to the 

Maidſtone Society, but you have put them in Wratten's Bill, wich I 
requeſted you to ſend to get rhe Money for; likewiſe the Society's 
Bill, wich I hope will be able to do next Week. Cit®, with reſpect to 
Payne's Agrarian Juſtice, it met the Approbation of thoſe I have con- 
verſed with about it, and think it does win them to our Cauſe. . You 
may ſend 50 of them if you pleaſe, and I will diſpoſe of them if I can 
or ſend them back. With reſpect to the 7 Dozen of Mag", I forgot to 
mention in the laſt Week's, but it is a Miſtake in Beck's Letter, for we 


do not want any, for they do not go of here, that is the Reaſon we ſend 
7 Dozen back. | | | | | 


Report of the Diviſions: 


Divn 39.—20 preſent: No new Members. 
Div® 38.—40 preſent : Do). TR 


The refer“ Motion in the Report, Negative. 


P. S. Direct in future to H. Fellows, at Mr. Bennet's Stone St, and 
not as before, for they will not come to Hand if you do. 

Nothing particular ſince our laſt, With reſpect to other Div, we 
have not been able to furniſh them with Tieſts, &c. but you ſhall here 


when we do, | 


Maidſtone, 5 : - Health and F raternity, 
Monday Night. 55 H. Fellows. 
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| Copy of PAPERS found upon Ricyary FuLLes, for the Seduction 


of the Soldiery. 


5 # . 5 
Ne 1.— Soldiers of Great Britain. 


- Brothers, and Fellow Citizens, 


E the People of Great Britain, your Friends, your Countrymen, 


and your Fellow Creatures, deſire you for One Minute to lay 
aſide the Bayonet and the Muſquet, and to behave like Men. Sheathe 


the Sword of Murder! Ceaſe to be Aſſaſſins of your Kind! Embrace us 


as your Brethren! and let the Tranquillity of Reaſon ſucceed the Hurri- 
cane of War. | | | 

We require you to conſider us as your Friends, and then you will 
liſten with Attention. Our Country is bleeding at every Pore! Already 
ſcourged by the Furies of Ambition, ſhe faints with the Anguiſh, and 
ſhrinks with Horror, leſt the uplifted Laſh of Tyranny ſhould fall into a 


Wound already lacerated to the Bone. Our Proviſions have been tranſ. 
gn Countries, and our Huſbandmen have been ſeduced - 


om the Plough, to be beaten by their Officers, and ſtarve beneath a 
Knapſack. Where the Cottage once welcomed the free Peaſant to his 
Evening's Reſt, the Barrack now impriſons the hungry Victim of Mili- 
tary Law, Our braveſt Heroes languiſh beneath the Scourge, are tor- 
tured by the Iron which pierces the tender Foot, and ſhot like Dogs, to 
ſatiate the Cruelty ef their Maſters. . The Freedom of Nature is drilled 
into Slavery by Torture and Oppreſſion, and the military Tyrants of the 
. erect their infamous Court Martials upon the Life and Felicity of 

_ | | 

Come then; you as well as h People have your Sufferings, and we are 
all Brothers in Diſtreſs! Why Gould we increaſe our Miſeries by becom- 
ing Foes? We are all Men! We all have Feeling! We all have a Coun- 
try! Alas! why ſhould thoſe be hoſtile to each other, whoſe Nature, 
Country, and Misfortuneg are the ſame. Nature and Neceſſity call 


upon us to enliſt under the ſame Banner of Liberty, and to inrol our- 


ſelves as Comrades in the grand Conteſt for Reform. | 


It is the Practice of Tyrants to ſeparate you from your Brothers and 


your Country, to lock you up in Barracks from our Converſation, and to 
point your Bayonets at our Boſoms as though we were your Foes. Let 
this auſpicious Age be the laft in which military Laws ſhall ſever Man 


from Man, and make tie Soldier the Murderer rather than the Protector 


of his Country. Let us ſhake Hands, and the Union will be the Origiu 


of Liberty, and Liberty will give the Soldier a Home, where a Friend 
and a Family ſhall ſucceed to a Barrack and a Tyrant, You have Six 


Pence per Day for Cloathes, Food, and Expences; and out? of. this you 


are to find all Things neceſſary for the Exiſtence of Man; you have 
nothing of your own; even the common Heritage of Nature, perſonal 


Liberty, is not yours; you are m_ up like Dogs; the Laſh pence 
5 | | | | Wit 
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ſings which attend the Service of a K 


it your Duty to obey your 


Part of the World, to the utter Subverſion of the 
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with eruel Knots lays bare your very Bones; the Spike runs through the 


Sole of your Foot, makes the ſuſpended Wretch writhe and howl with 


Agony. Theſe are the Rewards of your Loyalty! and theſe the Bleſ- 
-1!! Let not the Dignity of 
the Man, or the Honour of the Soldier, be ſtarved like a Beaſt, or 
whipt like a Slave; exerciſe your Reaſon ; put on the Uniform of Li- 
berty ; make Uſe alone of the Arms of Juſtice, and let the Soldier be. 
united to the Man ! | . 

The Years of Freedom approach - tbe Halcyon Epoch of Liberty 
draws near—Philoſophy erects the & and of Happineſs, and the Nations 
of the Earth unite beneath its Shade, Nature is preparing a Feaſt upon 
the Ruins of Tyranny, and invites all the Univerſe to partake of the 
Banquet. Will you, Soldiers, retuſe her Gifts, and turn ungrateful from 
the Feaſt? Will you deſert the Colours beneath which your Brethren 
unanimouſly unite, and mutiny againſt the Dictates of your Hearts? Is 

—, or yourſelf? Conſult your own Feel- 
ings, and do not violate the Oath which Truth imprints upon the Heart 
—unite with the oppreſſed againſt the Oppreſſor, and terminate the Year 
of Oppreſſion. Whether you ſhoot your Fellow Creatures under the Im- 
pulſe of private Reſentment, or whether you obey the Nod of a Tyrant, 
and maſſacre us by Thouſands, the Guilt is the ſame; you are convicted 
of Murder! and Nature herſelf accuſes you at the Bar of Social Juſtice, 


Be Murderers no longer—follow no more the ſtarving Practices of mili- 


tary Aſſaſſins—Let Soldiers protect the Rights of Citizens, and Citizens 
will avenge the Wrongs of Soldiers! 5 wes 355 
In ſhort, if you with to fag and labour your Lives away without Com- 
fort, to linger in a halt-ſtarved Exiſtence, the Slaves of Cruelty and 
Engines of Murder and Oppreſſion—If you wiſh, when old Age has 
ſtolen away your Strength, to have your tottering Limbs want a Bed to 
repoſe on, and to be whipt from Pariſh to Pariſh as a Vagrant, then kiſs 


the Hand that ſcourges you, and be the Means of enſlaving the Country 


that has nurſed youęin its Boſom; but if you wiſh to enjoy the Bleſſings 
of Life and Liberty, to have a Competency prepared for your Age in 
Return for the Labours of your Youth—If you have the leaſt Regard 
for Mankind or yourſelves, make your Muſquets the Means of Peace, 
and your Swords the juſt Defence of your Country's Liberty. 


| Ne. 2. 
WHEREAS | | 
It is notorious, that certain wicked and malicious Perſons, not having 


the Fear of God before their Eyes, but being moved and inſtigated by tha 
Devil, have from Time immemorial infeſted, and do {till infeſt the greateſt 


3 


RIGHTS OF MAN, 


and the total Overthrow of Civil and Religious Liberty, and inftead of © 
thoſe * Bleſſings, introducing, wherever fhey have prevailed, an 


| Infernal Syſtem of "Terror, Slavery, and Oppreſſion, with all their at- 


tendant Evils of Poverty and Famine, of Fraud, Robbery, Murder, 
and Suicide, likewiſe haſtening and augmenting every other Miſery in- 
kident to Human Nature. 5 8 


. 
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Jo put in Force the above Syſtem, and give the fulleſt Effect to th 
Evils inſeparable from it, they have frequent Recourſe to enormous Taxa. 
tion, Armies of ignorant and unprincipled Savages, Bribery and Corrup- 
tion, Places and Penſions, Axes and Gibbets, Baſtiles and Baniſhment, 
Spies and Informers, with a cruel and rigorous Suppreſſion of every At- 
tempt to diffuſe Inſtruction, and cheriſh the Dawnings of Reaſon; to en- 


lighten the People, and rouſe them to a Senſe of their Importance and 


their Rights; likewiſe with additional Cruelty employing a Band of mer- 


_ cenary Prieſts (called national Clergy) to rivet the Fetters of Ignorance, 
by inculcating among other Superſtitions the Doctrine of Non-Refiſtance 


and paſſive Obedience, and pronouncing eternal Damnation on Diſobedience 
to the ſanguinary Mandates of | | 


| TYRANTS. 
AND WHEREAS it is notorious that this Banditti arrogate to them: 


ſelves Titles which the Light of Nature, and that Divine Philanthropiſt- 


the illuſtrious Founder of the Chriſtian Religion, declare can only be ap- 


plied without Blaſphemy to the Deity himſelf, who alone is the moſt high 
and mighty Prince, moſt puiſſant Prince, dread Sovereign, moit ſacred, moſt 


excellent, and moſt gracious Majeſty. Likewiſe adding Folly and Abſur- 
dity to their daring Impiety, they are paſſionately fond of being called by 
a Variety of Nicknames, and are often mad to Diſtraction 2 childiſh 


| Playthings, which they imagine give Dignity to their odious Perſons, and 


excite Wonder and Awe in the Minds of the Ignorant. | 
Another Trait of their Character is their unbearable Inſolence to their 


ſuppoſed Inferiors, demanding Honours which in Reality belong to no 
created Being (much leſs to the vileſt Monſters ever created) and requiring 


the moſt abject Submiſſion to their tyrannical Pleaſure. Likewiſe conti- 


nually inſulting the People with a Profeſſion of ſcornful and humiliating 


Epithets, ſuch as Subjects, Slaves, Mobs, Swiniſh Multitude, Vulgar Rab- 
ble, Baſe Wretches, Raggamuffins, Sans-Culottes, Acquitted Felons, &. 
Likewiſe waſting many precious Lives, and much Property of the Peo- 
ple, to import Luxuries from every Clime for the Gratification of their 
depraved Appetites, while the above . Swiniſh Multitude“ are cruelly de- 
nied a little cloan Straw and a few wholeſome Acorns. | h 
Again, the Diſpoſition of theſe incarnate Fiends is manifeſt in a horrid 
Tbirſt for Blood and Delight in Slaughter. Peace and Tranquillity they 
view with ſtedfaſt Hate, and Baniſh from their Courts with Oaths of eternal 
Separation, The Sights which afford them the greateſt Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction are the dreadful Glare of murderous Steel, blazing Towns, and 


Fields covered with ſlain, Rivers of ſmoking Crimſon, and the oncg ſmil- 


ing Garden of Plenty exhibiting Scenes of Deſolation and Famine. 

Their greedy Ear drinks in like harmonious Muſic the hoſtile Roaring 
of the brazen Trumpet, the impatient claſhing of the Inſtruments of Death, 
the Groans of the Dying, the Shrieks of Widows, and the Cries of Orphans, 
Hence it ceaſes to aftoniſh us when we hear of plundering terreſtrial paradiſes, 


of exterminating their Millions of inffenſive Inhabitants, and re-peopling with 


ether Millions torn from their native Shoes. Hence wwe hear of the Murder of 


Thirty Thouſand Men in cold Blood ; at another Time Twenty Seven T honſand 


Five Hundred Men, and Three Thouſand Women and Children, of a brave and 
wirtuons People, falling beneath the Sword of a ſacred and ſainted Empreſs. 
And hence we have heard from a Tyrant more ſanguinary flill, of ftarviug 


wwenty-frve Mil'ions ſtruggling for Liberty, ED 
7* 95 ſiruggling. f = nie, 
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PRODIGIOUS NAMELESS WICKEDNESS!!! 
Theſe are your Gods! Ye Advocates for X. 


Fellow Citizens, | 


Do not your Boſoms ſwell with Indignation? Are you not reſolved to 
cruſh theſe Serpents, and rid yourſelves, and Mankind for ever of the worſt 
of Plagues? Let them exhibit the glittering Magic of their uſurped Au- 
thority ; let them threaten to cruſh us with their Frown ; let them plead _ 
their divine hereditary Right, and iſſue their pompous Proclamations, 
Alas! how vain! how weak and imbecile, when oppoſed to a Nation 
brave and unanimous, that wills to be free. | 


FELLOW CITIZENS! BRETHREN! 
We hail you with Vows of Health and Fraternity ! | 
UNITE! PERSEVERE! AND BE FREE! * 


Appendix, (No. 8.) 
Ab RESS from United Britons to United | Iriſhmen. 
Fellow Men, - n 


NXIOUS to diſſipate thoſe Prejudices which a miſtaken and in- 
A tereſted Policy of Opinion, from being held by the People of England 
and Ireland, we in the Nane of the former, with whoſe Sentiments we are 
acquainted, and whoſe Confidence we poſſeſs, declare that we will, by every 
poſſible Means, promote the Emancipation of both Countries. To for- 
ward this great object we offer you our Confidence, and in Return demand 
ours. | 
b Though labouring under the Yoke of the ſame Oppreſſion, the Siſter 
Countries have been differently treated. Ireland has always been the Ob- 
ject of direct and open Violence, *rgland of Fraud: Ireland has been 
robbed, England has been cheated, By one aniform Plan, Diviſion has 
been carried on in both. Sacrificed as Ireland has been to the Ambition 
of England, the Idea of her being treated as a free Country was too groſs 
to be obtruded upon the meaneſt Underſtanding. But England, whoſe 
Avarice was flattered by the deſpicable Lure of excluſive Trade, greedily 
ſwallowed the Bait. She was tau; ht to believ2 that Riches flowed upon 
her, while Poverty was ſecretly inſinuating itſelf into her Vitals. Amidſt 
mock Contentions for Liberty, and real Ones for Plunder, ſhe vainly ima- 
gined herſelf free, and was thereby induced to pay the Intereſt of a Debt 
of greater Amount than the Value of the whole landed Property of the 
Country, without reflecting that Bankruptcy, however late, muſt be the 
Conſequence of an overſtretched Credit. That Bankruptcy has arrived. 
The religious Difſentions between Catholic and Proteſtant in Ireland, whoſe 
Opinions admit of a real Diſtinction, and the Party Squabbles between Whig 
and Tory in England, whoſe political Ones admit of none, were afliduouſly - 
fomented. . The People differed about a Shadow till they loft the Sub- 
ſtance. The Plan of Oppreſſion was ſyſtematically directed throughout 
ee Nonntries to the ſame Object, though in apparent Oppoſition. In 
| | | 1 Ireland, 
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Inland, Revenue was only raiſed to be laviſhed in unmerited Penſions, 


without the Inſult of pretended national Advantage. In England, the Veil 
of Fraud was neceſſary to cheat the People of large Sums under the plau- 
ſible Pretext of public Neceflity. The undiſguiſed Oppreſſions of Ireland, 


by rendering Subſiſtence precarious to the Poor, have made her a conſtant 


Hot-bed for the Subtleties of Tyranny ; but in England, occaſional Crops 


could only be raiſed, when the Flame of War unuſually force the Soil. 
This marked Diſtinction in the Treatment of the Countries has produced 
as marked a Difference in the Characters of the Two Nations. Ireland 


has acquired that of manly Openneſs, England that of mean Diſguiſe. Eng- 
land, though abuſed with Forms, has neyer been without fincere Friends to 
ſubſtantial Liberty. Among them a Number of dark and deſiguing Cha- 
racers have always intended, and their Conduct has furniſhed ſuch a Tiſſue 


of Apoſtaſy, that general Apathy had nearly ſucceeded general Diftruſt. 


Various political Societies have been inſtituted for the Purpoſe of Reform, 


but of thoſe few could boaſt Purity of Principles, or Integrity of Leaders. 


Formerly Richmond headed the Votaries of Univerſal Suffrage, Fox thoſe 
of Repreſentation by Houſeholders, and Pitt thoſe who wiſhed to disfran- 
chiſe Nha corrupt Boroughs, to throw their Proportion of Repreſentation 
into the Counties: But theſe have vaniſhed. The Society of the Friends 


of the People, and for Conſtitutional Knowledge, have diſcontinued their 


Exertions, The London Correſponding and other Societies in Union 


with it, have ariſen upon their Ruins; and as univerſal Good is the Baſis, 


we doubt not, but ſupported by Numbers and Principles, they will not be 
wanting in the Hour of Danger. on 


The Iriſh, always an heroic People, have, during the American War, be- 


come an armed Nation. They took up Arms for Defence, and undertook 
the Cauſe of Reform for Security. England likewiſe engaged in the Cauſe 
of Reform, but her Efforts were weak, as ſhe had not endured ſufficient to 
convince her of the Neceflity of Union. The Efforts of a Number of 


eminent Perſons in both Gountries, in the Cauſe of Freedom, were inſuf- 
ficient, becauſe Prejudice yet prevailed, and more were not yet awakened 


to their juſt Rights and true Intereſts, The Apoſtaſy of ſeveral Leaders 
in the public Cauſe, added to the famous Coalition, ſmothered for a long 


Time the Flame of Liberty, till the French Revolution again fanned its 
dying Embers into a Glow, which we hope and truſt will never be extin-⸗ 


guiſhed. 


The Conduct of the Two Countries on this important Event diſplayed 


a ſtriking Contraſt. Ireland, who by her Arms had extorted from the 
Engliſh Government ſome Fragments of her Rights, ſeemed ready in the 


ſame Manner to demand the Reſt, England alſo formed Societies whoſe 


Object was Emancipation ; but alas! they over rated its Force. | 
The Bills in Ireland, the Treaſon and Sedition Bills in England, and 

their Conſequences in both Countries, need hardly be mentioned.- On the 

People they brought Chains, on the Government irreconcileable Hatred. 


One good Effect has however reſulted from mutual Sufferings and mutual 


Commiſeration ; the Prejudice of Nations is done away, and the Engliſh 
burn with Deſire to hail the Iriſh as Freemen and as Brethren. | 
Our Numbers are immenſe, our Influence till more conſiderable, and 


our Sentiments accord with yours; we are unthinned by the Tyranny of 


the Law or the Sword; 'tis true we have had our Fears and our Jealouſies; 


Spies and Informers have been introduced amongſt us; but all thoſe have 
ſerved only to point out more clearly the Men who are worthy of Truft, 


and in theſe, whether rich or poor, we have the higheſt Confidence. 
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Country, we remain, in the Bonds of 
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Our Delegate is intruſted to lay before you our whole n ; we 
therefore decline entering into Particulars in the preſent Addreſs. We have 
repoſed Confidence in you, and ſhall expect ſuch a Return as you may 
think our Integrity and Talents deſerve. We doubt not but you will, 
with us, ſee the Propriety of eſtabliſhing unlimited Confidence, or declin- 
ing our Interference as fruitleſs. Should you think our Situation, our 
Influence, and our Opportunities calculated to ſerve the common Cauſe, 


rely upon our Diligence, Zeal, and our Fidelity, With beſt Wiſhes for 


the Amelioration of the Condition of Man, and Hopes that your Exertions 
and Virtues, aided by an united People, will ſpeedily emancipate your 


Brotherhood and Union, 


a 5 | Your's Fraternally. 
Friday, January 5th, 1798. (Seal.) | 
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ADDRESS of the London Correſponding Society to the 
| | Iriſh Nation, A 


; « What are Fifty, nay a Thouſand Slaves 
| No the Nerve of a ſingle Arm | 
«© That ſtrikes for Liberty.” 


Brave and Suffering Nation, 


3 London Correſponding Society, animated by the Deſire of pro- 
moting univerſal Liberty, and alive to the general Intereſts of Huma- 
nity, have beheld with inexpreſſible Regret the enormous Cruelties which 
have with Impunity been practiſed in every Corner of your devoted 
Country- Jealous of the Honour of the Community of which we are 
Members, and feeling for the Dignity of the Britiſh Character, we deem it 
our Duty to addreſs and aſſure you, whatever Atrocities may have been 
committed by miſguided Men, or however the Sentiments of the People 


of this Country may have been repreſented by intereſted Ones, there are 


few in Britain who do not ſhudder with Horror at a Recital of the Suffer- 


ings of the Iriſh People. : 


Did we read that in any foreign Country, or at any remote Period 
of Antiquity, the Governors of a populous and civilized Kingdom had 


laid waſte with Fire and Sword large Tracts of Land, had murdered 


the innocent Traveller on the Road, had turned Women in the Ago- 
nies of Childbirth naked into the Fields at Midnight, there to behold 
with additional Pangs their little all conſumed by the Flames which 
Perſecution had kindled, and their deareſt Relatives murdered by ſan- 
pany Malice, whilſt others were tortured at the Will of a ſrcenſea 


anditti ; did we read of all thoſe Cruelties, and that they were ex- 

erciſed not upon Rebels, but under the Pretext of preventing Rebellion, we 

ſhould ſhut the Book with Horror, and execrate the guilty Perpetrators 

as Monſters for whoſe Atrocities Language had not a Name. Yet much 
| T Fo og 


do 


* 
— 
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do we fear, that when the Hiſtorian of Ireland ſhall pen the Hiſtory of 
the preſent Times, he will, in obedience to Truth, be neceſſitated to 
flain its Pages with Crimes equal to any we have conjectured. Has not 
| 2 Privilege upon all Occafions been obliged to bow the obedient 

ead, and bend the ſuppliant Knee, to the imperious Beheſts of Prero- 
2 Has not every Barrier between Privilege and Prerogative 
been overthrown by Power, or overwhelmed by Corruption? Have 
not thy Laws been perverted ? thy penal Statutes extended to Acts to 
which Juſtice cannot attach Criminality? Have not Juries been packed, 
threatened, and intoxicated? Have not Judges received, and cauſed 
to be executed, Verdicts where Malice and Prejudice have been proved? 
Have not Witneſſes been permitted to give Evidence, whoſe Perjuries 
were open and manifeſt? 'In fine, has not Juſtice, and the Forms of 
Juſtice, nay even Decency, been diſregarded? And why has all this 
Inhumanity, this ſavage Barbarity, been committed. “ Becauſe,” ſay 
your Governors, ** ſome Men formed Societies, calling themſelves 
UNITED IRISHMEN, who ſwore in the moſt ſolemn Manner 10 perſe- 
vere in endeavouring to form a Brotherhood of Aﬀection among Iriſhmen of 
every religious Perſuaſion, for the Purpoſe of effecting Reforms which we 
do not think expedient.” | 
'Theſe are the Crimes of which you are accuſed, and to ſupport theſe 
Accuſations, Fire, 'Torture, and Death are to ravage the once peaceful 
Plains of Ireland. | | | | : 
If to with for that happy Union of Mankind, when their re- 
ligious Opinions ſhall be no Obſtacle to the Performance of their 
moral Duties, be criminal, We alſo are guilty ; and if to uniTe in the 
Cauſe of Reform upon the broade/t Baſis be Treaſon, Ws with You are 


Traitors. | | | | N 

We cannot (Thanks to our more enlightened Engliſh Juries) pur- 3 
ſue the Analogy further. For though hireling Spies and Informers * 
have attempted the Lives of ſome of our Members, their Efforts were 
rendered ine ffectual by the virtuous Integrity of thoſe to whom their 
Country had entruſted their Condemnation or Acquittal. 

Your Injuries have made a deep Impreſſion upon our Minds, from a 
Conſideration that as our Fellow Men in Ireland live under the ſame 
Form of Government, and are in FACT governed by the /ame Men, 
we entertain the well grounded Fear that what fas been done in Ire- 
land May be done in Britain. This we are confirmed in when we 
compare the Hſtematic Exactneſs between the Meaſures FORMERLY 
| purſued in Ireland, and thoſe x ow purſuing in Great Britain. Among 
| Jou, religious Diſſentions have been fomented, among us, the Seeds of 
| | Diſtruſt have been ſcattered. But as is commonly the Fate of bad 
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| Men, their Meaſures have recoiled upon themſelves; they have 
| ftrengthened the Bond of Union among you, till, “neither Hopes, 
on Fears, Rewards, or Puniſhments ſhall ever in4uce”? you to forego it, and 
. they have enabled us ſo clearly to diſcern the genuine friends of 
ö | Liberty, that no Fineſſe, no Glitter of counterfeit Patriotiſm, can dazzle 
TI our Eyes or miſlead our Jadgment. 5 
Penal Statutes have been multiplied againſt us as well as againſt you, 
and thoſe Rights hitherto held moſt ſacred have been attacked; yet 
| have we not ceaſed from our Exertions ; we have perſevered and we will 
SRL perſevere, though Military Law be proclaimed and Trial byJury ſuſpend- 
| | ed, ?Tis true we cannot boaſt of our Sufferings with equal T5 
2 | ut 
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but if Circumſtance ſhall place us in a like Situation, we truſt we ſhall 
not be found inferior in Virtue to the People of Ireland. You have 
borne individual Wrong with unparalleled Patience and Forbearance ; 
with a View to promote collective Happineſs you have convinced the 
World that you poſſeſs pofive Courage to a great Extent; and ſhould 
the omnipotent Voice of Neceſſity call upon you to exert it ac- 
zively, doubt not but you will evince that you poſſeſs it in as eminent 
a Degree. © SEED | 8 3 
We embrace the preſent Opportunity of appealing to our armed 
Countrymen in Ireland, Soldiers.“ We have with the deepeſt Concern 
learned, that you have on ſome Occaſions been induced to violate that 
Humanity which has heretofore characterized Britiſn Soldiers. We 
conjure you by the Love you bear your Country, and by the Affection 
you feel for your Relatives, and by every Thing that is dear to Man, 
to forbear committing any Outrage, however you may be promiſed 
Protection therein; we entreat you, if you value the national Honourof 


Great Britain, or the Reputation of her Arms, to diſgrace not the one 


or ſully the other by Acts of Cruelty or Brutality, Remember, Britons, 
that were it poſſible for you to deſcend fo vilely low as to become the 
Agents of enſlaving Ireland, and were it poilible for you to ſucceed 
therein, her Inhabitants may be made the Inftraments of ſubjugating 
the Liberties of your Country. If you maſſacre the Iriſh, will not the 
Iriſh in ſome Meaſure be juſtified in retaliating upon the Britiſh? If 
good Offices demand congenial Returns, does not offenſive Cruelty 
palliate defenſive Barbarity? But why ſhould we predict Calamities 
which we hope will never happen; you will, we truſt behave with 


the manly Firmneſs of Britiſh Soldiers, not the deſperate Fury of 


Freebooters and Aſſaſſins; ſuch Conduct will endear you to your Re— 
latives and Friends, by convincing-them that their Happineſs is dear 
to you; it will reſtore Peace and Liberty to Ireland, and conſequently 
to Great Britain. a | | 


GENEROUS, GALLANT NarTion, 


May the preſent Addreſs convince you how truly we ſympathiſe in all 
your Sufferings, and how much we ſhould be gratified at being able 
to alleviate them.—May Nations be inſtructed by your Example, 
to mark the wily Schemes by which Governors 1nduce a People to 
barter away their Liberty, under an Idea of preſerving preſent Quiet ; 
May they learn that EXISTI NG CIRCUMSTANCES?” have been the 


| Watchword of DesPpoTisM in all Ages and in all Countries; and 


that when a People once permits Government to violate the genuine 
Principles of Liberty, Encroachment will be grafted upon Encroach- 


ment; Evil will grow upon Evil; Violation will follow Violation, 


and Power will engender Power, till the Liberties of ALL will be 
held at the deſpotic Command of a Tyrant or Tyrants, who will ſoon 
throw away EVEN the Maſk of Law, and undiſguiſedly violate what 
they for a while politically ſeemed to reſpe& and venerate. 
May your Governors be warned by hiſtoric Experience, and learn 
that Governments are made for the People, and not the People for 
Governments ; that the Voice of God is always to be gathered from 
the congregated WIL I of His rational Creatures; that the juſt Re- 
venge of a People is ever proportionated to the Injuries which they have 
| 2 he | received, 
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received ; that the irritated Feelings of the injured cannot always be 


repreſſed; that Forbearance beyond a certain Point becomes Cowardice; 
that a courageous People may be driven to Deſpair ; and finally, that 
an UNANIMOUS, AN UNITED Nation never can rebel. 5 8 

In thy Behalf, oh Ireland! do we ſupplicate the great Author of 
Nature ! May he look with Compaſſion upon thy Miferies! May he 
wipe away the falling Tear from the Cheek of Affliction! May he be 
a Father to the Fatherleſs,” and a Friend to him who has none to 


help him! May he ſtrengthen the feeble, invigorate the weak, en- 


courage the timid, ui E the DISUNITED, energiſe the virtuous, 
enervate the vicious, paralyſe the Efforts of the wicked, and crown 
with. Succeſs the Struggles of the brave and valiant ; ultimately we be- 
ſeech Him to inſpire you with that undaunted Courage and Perſeverance 
which 1s eſſential to the Attainment and Security of rational Freedom ; 


that Freedom without which Life is only a miferable Exiſtence, and 


Death a happy Releaſe from Bondage. 


Signed in Name, and by Order of the London Correſponding 8 


Society. 
R. T. CROSFIELD, . 
5 | Ti Preſident. 
Committee Room, | | THO. EVANS, 


London, zoth January, 1798. | | Secretary. 
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Addreſs of the town Committee of England to the Executive Di- 
| rectory France, | 


Health and Fraternity. 
Citizen Directors, | 


' WE are called together on the Wing of the Moment to com- 


municate to you our Sentiments. 'The Citizen who now pre- 
ſents them to you, and who was the Bearer of them before, having but 
a few Hours to remain in Town, expect not a laboured Addreſs from 
us; but Plainneſs is the great Characteriſtic of Republicans. x 


Affairs are now drawing to a great and awful Crifis ; Tyranny, be” 


ſhaken to its Baſis, ſeems about to be buried in its own Ruins. With 
the Tyranny of England, that of all Europe muſt fall. Haſte then, 


Great Nation! pour forth thy gigantic Force! Let the baſe Deſpot 


feel thy avenging Stroke, and let One oppreſſed Nation carol forth the 

Praiſes of France at the Altar of Liberty. — 

We ſaw with Rapture your Proclamations, they met our warmeſt 

Wiſhes, and removed Doubts from the Minds of Millions. Go on! 

Engliſhmen will be ready to ſecond your Efforts. | 
The Syſtem of borrowing, which has hitherto enabled our Tyrants 

to diſturb the Peace of a whole World, is at end; they have tried to 
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2 Delegate from each now ſits with us. 


ATPENDINXN N 
raiſe a Kind of forced Loan :. has failed! Every Tax diminiſhes that 
Revenue it was intended to augment, and the voluntary Contributions 
produce almoſt nothing. The Ariftocracy pay their Taxes under that 
Maſk ; the poor Workmen in large Manuſactories have been forced to 
contribute under the Threat of being turned out of Employ ; even the 
Army have been called upon to give a Portion of their Pay to carry 
on the War—by far the greateſt Part have peremptorily refuſed to con- 
tribute to ſo baſe a Purpoſe, and the few that have complied have in 
general been cajoled, or reluctantly compelled to it. 5 
Engliſnmen are no longer blind to their moſt ſacred Claims; no 
longer are they the Dupes of an imaginary Conſtitution; every Day 
they ſee themſelves bereft of ſome Part of the poor Fragment of De- 
mocracy they have hitherto enjoyed, and they find that in order to 
poſſeſs a Conſtitution they muſt make ỹe. 5 
Parliamentary Declaimers have been the Bane of our Freedom. Na- 
tional Plunder was the Object of every Faction, and it was the Intereſt 
of each to keep the People in the dark; but the Deluſion is paſt! the 


Government has pulled off its Diſguiſe, and the very Men who, under 
the Semblance of oderate Reform, only wiſhed to climb into Power, 


are now glad to fall into the Ranks of the People. Yes, they have 
fallen into the Ranks, and there they muſt for ever remain, for Eng- 


liſhmen can never place Confidence in them. 


Already have the Engliſh fraternized with the Iriſh and Scots, and 
n The ſacred Flame of Libert 

is rekindled, the holy Obligation of Brotherhood is received war's 

Enthuſiaſm ; even in the Fleets and the Armies it makes ſome Pro- 

 »—— 4 "xg WD prevails in both, and united Britain burns to break 
er Chains. | | | - 

Fortunately we have no Leader ; Avarice and Cowardice have per- 

vaded the rich, but we are not therefore the leſs united. Some few 


of the opulent have indeed, by Speeches, profeſſed themſelves the 


Friends of Democracy, but they have not acted ; they have conſidered 
themſelves as diſtinct from the People, and the People will, in its 
Turn, conſider their Claims to its Favour as unjuſt and frivolous. They 
wiſh, perhaps, to place us in the Front of the Battle, that, unſup- 
ported by the Wealth they enjoy, we may periſh, when they may hope 
to riſe upon our Ruin. But let them be told, though we may fall 


throug! their criminal Neglect, they can never hope to rule, and that 


Engliſhmen, once free, will not ſubmit to a few political Impoſtors. 
United as we are, we now only wait with Impatience to ſee the Hero 

of Italy, and the brave Veterans of the great Nation, Myriads will 

hail their Arrival with Shouts of Joy; they will ſoon finiſh the glori- 


- ous Campaign! Tyranny will vaniſh from the Face of the Earth, and, 


crowned with Laurel, tue invincible Army of France will return to 


Its native Country, there long to enjoy the well earned Praiſe of a 


grateful World, whoſe Freedom they have purchaſed with their Blood. 
6th Pluvioſe, 1 . 
A. R. . G. 6. | ; . | 
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COP v of a Form of Oath found in Tue AS Evans 8 
| 2 * for the United Engliſhmen. 


do truly and ſincerely engage to defend my Country, 
ould Neceſſity require; for which Purpoſe am willing to join the 
Pa of 'True Britons, to learn the Uſe of Arms, in order that equal 
: Rights and Laws ſhould be eſtabliſhed and . 


1 (N* 12.) 


COPY of a Form of Oath found on the Floor of the 
George, St. John Street, Clerkenwell. 


17 the awful Preſence of God, I A. B. do voluntarily declare, That 
I will perſevere in endeavouring to form a Brotherhood of Aﬀec- 
tion among Engliſhmen of every religious Perſuaſion ; and that I will 
alſo perſevere in my Endeavours to obtain an equal, full, and adequate 
Repreſentation of all the People of England. | 
I do further declare, that neither Hopes, Fears, Rewards, or- -Puniſh- 
ments, ſhall ever induce me, directly or indirectly, to inform or give 
Evidence againft any Member or Members of this or fimilar Societies, 
for any Act or Expreſſion of theirs done or made, collectively or indi- 
vidually, in or out of this Society in purſuance of the. Spirit of this 


Obligation, 
So help me GOD. 
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The Declarations, Reſolutions, and Confitation of the So- 
s. Ccieties of United 3 


DECLARATION AND RESOLUTIONS. 


N the preſent Era of Reform, when unjuſt Governments are falling 
in every Quarter of Europe; when religious Perſecution is com- 
elled to abjure her Tyranny over Conſcience; when the Rights of 
en are aſcertained in Theory, _ that Theory ſubliantiated by Prac- 
ice; 
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tice; when Antiquity can no longer defend abſurd and 1 

: ankind ; 
when all Governments are acknowledged to originate from the People, 
and to be ſo far only obligatory, as they protect their Rights and pro- 
mote their Welfare: We think it our Duty, as Engliſhmen, to come 
forward, and ſtate what we feel to be our heavy Grivance, and what 


ve know to be its effeAuil Remedy. e 


WE Have NO NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. —We are ruled by In- 


dividuals, whoſe Inſtrument is Corruption, and whoſe Strength is the 


Weakneſs of the People; and theſe Men have the whole of the Power 
and Patronage of the Country, as Means to ſeduce and ſubdue the 
Honeſty of her Repreſentatives in the Legiſlature. Such an extrinſic 


Power, acting with uniform Force, in a Direction too frequently oppo- 


ſite to the true Line of our obvious Intereſt, can be reſiſted with Effect 
ſolely by Uaanimity, Deciſion, and Spirit in the People. —Qualities which 
may be exerted moſt legally, conſtitutionally, and efficaciouſly, by that 
great Meaſure, eſſential to the Proſperity and Freedom of England 
AN EQUAL REPRESENTATION OF ALL THE PEOPLE IN PAR- 
LIAMENT. | | 7 | : 
We' do not here mention as Grievances the Corruption publicly 

_ in both Houſes of Parliament; nor the notorious Infamy of 

orough Traffic in both; not that we are inſenſible of their Enormity, 
but that we conſider them as Symptoms of that mortal Diſeaſe which 


corrodes the Vitals of our Conſtitution, and leaves to the People, in 


their own Government, but the Shadow of a Name. | 
_ Impreſſed with theſe Sentiments, we have agreed to form an Aſſocia- 


tion, to be called The Society of United Engliſhmen: And we do pledge 


ourſelves to our Country, and mutually to each other, that we will 
ſteadily ſupport, and endeavour by all due Means to carry into Effect 
the following Reſolutions : e 5 
Firs T—Reſolved—T hat the Weight of corrupt Influence in the 
Government of this Country is ſo great, as to require a CORDIAL 
Uulod among ALL THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND, fe maintain 
that Balance which is efential io the Preſervation of our Liberties. 
SECOND—Thaut the ſole Conſtitutional Mode, by which this In- 
fluence can be oppcſed, is by a complete and radical REFORM of the 
REPRESENTATION F the PEOPLE in PARLIAMENT. 
TriRpd—That no REFORM 7s practicable, efficacious, or juſt, 
ewhich hall not include Engliſhmen of every religious Perſuaſion. 
Satisfied, as we are, that the inteſtine Diviſions among Engliſhmen, 
have too often given Encouragement and Impunity to profligate, auda- 
cious, and corrupt Adminiſtrations, in Meaſures, which, but for theſe 
Diviſions, they durſt not have attempted—We ſubmit our Reſolutions - 
to the Nation, as the Baſis of our political Faith. To. 5 
We have gone to what we conceive to be the Root of the Evil—we 


have ſtated what we conceive to be the Remecy.— With a Parliament 


thus reformed, every Thing is eaſy—without it nothing can be done; — 
And we do cal! on, and moſt earneſtly exhort our Countrymen in gene- 
ral, to follow our Hxample, and to form fimilar Societies in every Quar- 
ter of the Kingdom, for the Promotion of conſtitut'onal Knowledge, 
the Abolition of Bigotry in Religion and Politics, and the equal Diſtri- 
bution of the Rights of Man, throughont all Sects and Denominations 
of rngliſhmen. The People, when thus collected, will feel their ' n 
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Weight, and ſecure that Power which Theory has already admitted as 
their Portion, and to which, if they be not rouſed by their preſent 


Provocations to vindicate it, they deſerve to forfeit their Pretenſions 


THE Society of United Engliſhmen, ardently deſiring, that the unawed, 


unhired, and honeſt Pare of the Community, ſhould become One great Society 


of United Engliſhmen, are of Opixion, that à general Code of Regulations 
is abſolutely neceſſary to accompliſh that important End. For this Purpoſe, 
they have, after mature Deliberation, adopted the following Conſtitution and 


Teſt, the Adoption of which is neceſſary for ſuch Societies as wiſh to enter into 


Communication and Correſpondence with thoſe already eftabliſhed. | 
It is earneſtly recommended to Societies, to eftabliſp a Baronial Committee 
in a central Part of each Barony, or ſuch other Diſtrict as may be thought 


proper, for the Purpoſe of correſponding with each other, by Deputation or 


otherwiſe. The Societies Fa each Barony io be numbered according 10 Semority, 
and the Number of Members to be returned to the Secretary of the Baronal 
Committee Quarterly. | | 5 
New Societies ſhould be eſtabliſhed by a Deputation from an old one, who 
are to ſee a Secretary appointed, and atteſted according to the Secretaries 
eſt. | | 
2 Blanks in the conſtitutional Code are to be filled up agreeably to the 
Opinion and Convenience of each Society. 


. Cons T1TUTION, os 


1ſt. THIS Society is conſtituted for the Purpoſe of forwarding a Bro- 
therhood of Affection, a Communion of Rights, and an Union of Power 


among Engliſhmen of EVERY RELIGIOUS PERSUASION ; and 
thereby to obtain a compleat Reform in the Legiſlature, founded on 


the Principles of civil, political, and religious Liberty. 
2d. The Members of this Society ſhall either be ordinary or honorary 

and ſhall not be limited to any Deſcription of Men, but to extend to all 
Perſons who may be deemed eligible. f 
zd. Every Candidate for Admiſſion into this Society ſhall be propoſed 
by One Member, and ſeconded by another, both of whom ſhall vouch 
for his Character and Principles, and whoſe Names ſhall be entered in 
the Books of the Society, The Candidate to be ballotted for on the 


Society's ſubſequent Meeting, and if One of the Beans 


be black, he ſhall ſtand rejected. | 
4th. As a Fund is neceflary, the better to carry into Effect the Pur- 

poſes of this Aſſociation, each Member, on his Ad miſſion, ſhall pay tq 

| | ane 

per Month while he ſhall continue a Member. 
5th. The Officers of this Society thall be a Secretary and Treaſurer, 

who ſhall. be appointed by Ballot, every Three Months, viz. on every 

Firſt Meeting in November, February, May, and Auguſt. | 
6th. This Society, in Manner aforeſaid, ſhall appoint Two Members, 

who, with the Secretary, ſhall a& for the Society in a Baronial Com- 


| mittee, which Members ſhall receive on each 


Night of their Attendance on ſaid Committee. | 
7th. This Society fhall, in Manner aforefaid, appoint 
Members, who, with the Treaſurer, ſhall form a Committee of Finance, 
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Sth. At the Requeſt of either Committees, or any 
Members ſigning a Requiſition, the Seeretary, or if he ſhall be "Wy | 


the T reaſurer, ſhall call an Extra Meeting of this Society. ET 


gth. This Society ſhall meet in ordinary, every Second 
Evening, at o Clock, the Preſident to be choſen by a Ma- 
jority of the Members preſent, of whom ſhall he a Quorum. 
10th. Every Reſpect and Deference ſhall be paid to the Chairman. 
On his rifing from his Seat and taking off his Hat there ſhall be Silence, 
and the Members ſeated. He ſhall be the Judge of Order and Propriety : 
ſhall grant Leave of Abſence at Pleaſure : ſhall not enter into Debate. 


If any Member behave improperly, he is empowered to direct an Apo- 


logy, or if refractory, Sne him in any Sum not exceeding 
and on Refuſal to do as directed, he ſhall therefore be expelled 
the Society for 
11th. No Member ſhall ſpeak more than Twice to One Queſtion, 


without Leave from the Chairman. 


12. Every Perion elected a Member of this Society, whether ordi- 
nary or honorary, ſhall, previous to his Admiſſion, take the following 


Tes, ina ſeparate Apartment, in the Preſence of the Perſons who pro- 


poſed and ſeconded him, and One Member appointed by the Chairman; 
or in caſe of Abſence of One of the 'I'wo Perſons, the Chairman ſhall 
appoint another Member to act for the Abſentee; after which the new 
Member ſhall be brought into the Body of the Society, and there take 
the TesT in the uſual Form. 


TEST: 


F< In the awful Preſence of God, I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, 
ce That I will perſevere in endeavouring to form a Brotherhood of 
« Affection among Engliſhmen of tvery religious Perſuaſion ; and 
e that I will alſo perſevere in my Endeavours to obtain an equal, full, 
and adequate Repreientation of ALL the People of England. 

« J do further declare, That neither Hopes, Fears, Rewards, or 
ce Puniſhments, ſhall ever induce me, directly or indirectly, to inform 
© or give Evidence againſt any Member or Members of this or fimilar 
Societies, for any Act or Expreſſion of theirs, done or made collec- 
<« tively or individually, in or out of this Society, in purſuance of the 
1c Spirit of this Obligation.“ 

13th. A Member of any other acknowledged Society being intro- 
duced to this Society by a Member ſhall, upon producing a Certificate 
figned by the Secretary, and ſealed with the Seal of the Society to. 
which he may belong, and taking the foregoing Teſt, be admitted to 


attend the Sittings of this Society. 


14th. No Member ſhall have a Certificate but by applying to the 
Committee, who ſhall not grant it unleſs the Member is leaving his 
Place of Reſidence, which Certificate ſhall be lodged with the Secre- 
tary on his Return. | 

sth. When this Society ſhall amount to the Number of Thirty-ſix 
Members, it ſhall be equally divided by Lot“; that is, the Names of 
all the Members ſhall be put into a Hat or Box; the Secretary or 


* Societies i in Count Places to divide « as may beſt ſuit eheir local Situation. 
Treaſurer 
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Treaſurer ſhall draw out Eighteen individually, which Eighteen ſhall 
be conſidered the Senior Society, and the remaining Eighteen the Ju- 
nior, who ſhall apply to the Baronial Committee, through the Dele- 
gates of the Sentor Society, for a Number, and that this 5 | 
take Place only in the Months of October, January, April, and July. 
The Fund ſhall alſo be equally divided. „ 
16th. That no Society ſhall be recognized by any Committee, unleſs 
approving of, and taking the Teſt, and amounting in Number to 
Seven Members. „ | 


— 


Order of Buſineſs at Meetings. 


17. New Members read Declaration and Teſt, duriis which Subſcriptions 
to be collected. : T2 | | 
2d. New Members take the Teſt, all Members ſtanding and uncovered. 
3d. Minutes of preceding Meeting read. 
4th. Reports of Committees received, 
5th, Communications called for. 
6th. Candidates ballotted for. 
7ib. Candidates propoſed. 
8th. Motions made and determined. 
gth. Place and Time of next Meeting appointed. 


CONSTITUTION OF COMMITTEES, AS ADOPTED THE IOTH OF MAY. 


BARONIAL COMMITTEES. 


iſt. When any Barony or other Diſtrict ſhall contain Three or more 


Societies, Three Perſons from each ſhall be elected by Ballot conform- | 


able to the Sixth Article, to form a Baronial Committee (for Three 
Months); their Names to be returned to the Secretary of the Senior 
Society, who ſhall requeſt a Deputation from the neareſt Baronial 
Committee to conſtitute a Committee for the ſaid Barony or other 
Diſtrict. | | 

2d. When any Barony or Diſtrict ſhall contain Eight Societies, they 
may form another Committee, to be called the Second Committee of 
ſaid Barony or Diſtrict, provided each contain Three or more So- 
cieties. 5 | 

zd. Baronial Committees ſhall receive Delegates from Societies of a 
contiguous Barony, provided faid Barony do not contain Three So- 
cieties. 8 | | 

4th. That the Baronial Committee ſhall correſpond with Societies or 
Individuals who have ſubſcribed the Declaration, and taken the Teſt _ 


1 of the preſent aſſociated Societies. 


5th. That all Queſtions ſhall be determined by a Majority of the 
| Gth. 


Members preſent. 
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6th. That the Baronial Committee being regularly ſummoned, the 
One Third of its Members ſhall be deemed a Quorum, and capable of 
proceeding to Buſineſs. N | 


7th. That any Buſineſs originating in -any individual Society, ſhall, 
at the Inſtance of fuch Societies Delegates, be by the Baronial Com- 
mittee laid before the other Societies. | == 


County CommiTTEEs. 


1ſt. When any County ſhall contain Three or more Baronial Com- 
mittees, two Perſons ſhall be elected by Ballot from each Baronial 
Committee to form a County Committee (for Three Months.) 
2d. County Committees ſhall receive Delegates from Baronial Com- 
mittees of adjacent Counties, if ſaid Counties do not contain Three 


% 


Baronial Committees. 


PROVINcIAL COMMITTEES. 


1ſt. When Two or more Counties ſhall have County Committees, 
Three Perſons ſhall be elected by Ballot from each to form a Provincial 
Committee (for Three Months). | N | ; 
2d. Delegates from County Committees in other Provinces will be 
received, if ſuch Province do not contain Two County Committees. 


NATIONAL CoMmITTEE. 


That when Two Provincial Committees are formed they ſhall elect 
Five Perſons from each by Ballot to form a National Committee. 


Societies firſt Meetings in November, February, May, and Auguſt, 
to be on or before the 5th. Baronial Committees on or before the Sth. 
County Committees on or before the 25th of the above Months. 

Baronial, County, and Provincial Committees, ſhall meet at leaſt 
once in every Month, and report to their Conſtituents, | 

Names of Committee Men ſhould not be known by any Perſon but 


by thoſe who elect them. 2 


TES for Secretaries of Societies or Committees. 


rc that as long as I ſhall hold the Office of Secretary to this | 
« I will; to the utmoſt of my Power, faithfully diſcharge the Duties 
<« thereof. That all Papers or Documents received by me, as Secre- 


« Jn the awful Preſence of God, I. A. B. do voluntarily declare, 


& tary, I will in Safety keep; I will not give any of them, or any 


« Copy or Copies of them to any Perſon or Perſons, Members or 
«© others, but by a Vote of this and that I will, at the 
«« Expiration of my Secretaryſhip, deliver up to this 6” al 
«* ſuch Papers as may be then in my Poſſeſſion.“ pc 
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CR TIrIcATE. 
| | Society of United Engliſhmen of 
« I HEREBY certify, that A. B. has been duly elected, and hav- 


ing taken the Teit provided in the Conſtitution, has been ad- 
=" mitted a Member of this Society,” 


Sec. + 


2 9 


Appendix, (Ne 14.) 
Copy of TEST to be uſed by the Soldiers. 


1 A. B. do ſwear not to obey the Colonel, but the People, not the 
Officers, but the Committee of United Engliſhmen, then fitting in 


England, Ireland, and Scotland, and to aſſiſt with Arms, as far as lies in 


my Power, to eſtabliſh a Republican Form of Government in this 
Country, and others, and to aſſiſt the French on their landing to free 
this Country. : | | 

So help me GOD. 


Appendix, (Ne 15.) 


"RESOLUTIONS and CONSTITUTION of the Society of 
UNITED SCOTSMEN, | | 


F the preſent Age, when Knowledge is making rapid Strides among 


Mankind, and neighbouring Nations have been under the Neceſlity - 


of meliorating their Condition, owing to the Stubbornneſs and Perfidy 


of the Governments under which they lived, by deſpiſing and rejecting 
the reiterated and juſt Calls of the People from Reform;—it becomes 
us, as Friends to Peace and good Order, at the preſent awful Criſis, 
when we are engaged in an unprecedented, bloody and expenſive War, 
to inveſtigate with Calmneſs and Deliberation into the Syſtem of our 
own Government, on Purpoſe to difcover its Errors and Defects; ſo 
that whatever Abuſes may exiſt, they may be rectified by a timely Re- 


form, and the like Calamities which have befallen a neighbouring 
Nation may be prevented. | | 


. Conſcious of the Rectitude of our Aſſociation and Intentions, and re- 
gardleſs of the Threats of the venal and intereſted, we will enquire 


into our Grievances with a determined and manly Freedom, knowing 


that we have no other Obje& in view, but the. Peace and Happineſs of 
„ 5 3 | | | our 
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tions over the People. 


our native Country. Poſſeſſing ſuch Ideas, we cannot but exclaim with 
Aſonihment, What a Multitude of Ages have Mankind been kept in 


complete Ignorance with -reſpe& to their natural Rights!—Rights of 
which no Aſſociation of Men have a Power to deprive them, whatever 
fooliſh Titles they may aſſume. Was the human Race created with 
reaſoning Faculties by the Supreme Being, for no other Purpoſe than 
to be poſſeſſed and made Tools. by corrupt Governments, for the De- 


ſtruction of their own Species? No. It was for a more noble End. 
We diſdain the Principles of corrupt Courtiers and their Satellites, 

who propagate ſuch nefarious Doctrine. Mankind are naturally Friends 

to each other; and it 15 only the Corruptions and Abuſes in Govern- 


ments that make them Enemies. - | 


We profeſs ourſelves Friends to Mankind, of whatever Nation or Re- 
ligion. National and Party Diſtinctions have been created and ſup- 
ported by tyrannic Men, on Purpoſe to maintain their unjuſt Uſurpa- 


We will aſk any unprejudiced Perſon, if the People: in Britain are 


fairly, fully, or equally repreſented? Have the People in general any 


Controul or Concern in the Election of Magiſtrates in the different 


Boroughs in Scotland? Are Clergymen, in many Parts of Scotland, 


forced on the People againſt their Inclination? Are there any Intri- 
cacies or Inequalities in Law Procedure that could be rectified? We 
decline enumerating many other Abuſes, all of which could be removed 
by a timely and radical Reform in the Houſe of Commons. | 

We abhor and deteſt all Riots and Tumults. Our Armour ſhall be 
Reaſon and Truth, which we will not ſwerve from on any Account. 
Our whole Aim 1s to procure Annual Parliaments and Univerſal Suf- 
frage. Till this is done, we declare to the World, that we will never 
deſiſt til we procure this our national Right, the Want of which is pro- 
bably the Source of all our national Grievances. 

Impreſſed with theſe Sentiments, we have colleQively and indi- 
vidually agreed to form an Aſſociation, to be called THE UNITED 
SCOTSMEN ; and we do pledge ourſelves to our Country, and 
mutually to each other, to carry into Effect, by all juſt Means, the 
following | SG | 


ON 


REe$SOLUTION: 


An equal Repreſentation of all the People in Parliament. 


Cons TITuUTION. 

x. This Society is conſtituted for the Purpoſe of forwarding 4 
Brotherhood of Affection, a Communion of Rights, and an Union of 
Power, among Britons of every Deſcription, — for the Purpoſe of 
obtaining a complete Reform in the Legiſlature, founded on the Prin- 
ciples of civil, political, and religious Liberty. | 

2. The Members of this Society ſhall not be confined to any 
Deſcription of Men, but extended to all Perſons who may be deemed 


_ eligible, | | 


Every 
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| ſhall elect Two 1 each to form a Provincial Committee. 
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3. Every Candidate for Admiſſion into this Society ſhall be propoſed 


by one Member, and ſeconded by another; both of whom ſhall vouch 


for his Character and Principles, and be ballotted for before he can 
be admirted a Member. 

4. Each Member ſhall pay not leſs tha Six Pence on entering the 
Society ; and not leſs than Three Pence per Month, during his Con- 
tinuance in the faid Society. 

5. The One Half of the Income to be paid ir into the Hands of he 
Secret Committee, the other Half to defray Expences of Delegates 
attending their Duty in different Committees. 

6. The Officers of this Society ſhall be a Secretary ad Treaſurer, 
who ſhall be choſen by Ballot, and continue in Office Two Months. 

7. No Member ſhall ſpeak more than Twice to one Queſtion, without 


| Leave from the Chairman, whom he fhall addreſs, ſtanding. 


8. A Preſident to be choſen by Ballot each Meeting, whoſe Bufineſs 
it ſhall be to keep Order, and not to enter into Debate. | 
9. When any Society amounts to Sixteen Members, they ſhall 
divide into Two Societies, the new See taking along with them 2 
Secretary * conſtituted. 


11 CommuTTESSs. 


. When any Pariſh or Diſtrict ſhall contain Three Societies, Two 


| Perfons from each ſhall be appointed, by Ballot, to form a Parochial 


Committee, one of whom ſhail go out each Month, and another 
ballotted for. 

2. When any Pariſh or Diſtrict ſhall contain Ten 8 they ſhail 
divide into a Second Committee of faid Pariſh. 

3. Parochial Committees ſhall receive Delegates from Societies of 2 


neighbouring Pariſh, providing ſaid Pariſh does not contain Three 


Societies. 
4. That all Queſtions-ſhall be determined by a Majority of the 
Members preſent, None to fit in the Committee bnt Delegates. 95 
That any Buſineſs originating in any Society ſhall, at the Inſtance 
of ſuch Society's — be, by the Prong laid before the other 


Societies. 


Cov NTY CommrT rupee 


1. When any Town or County contains Three or more Parochial 
Committees, they ſhall ele& Iwo Perſons from each to form a County 
:ommittee. 
2. When any County ſhall contain Twelve Parochials, it ſhall divide 
into a Second Committee of ſaid County. 
3- County Committees ſhall receive Delegates from Parochials of 
adjacent Counties, if ſaid County does not contain Three Parochial 
Committees. | | 


PROvI NCIAL Com ITTEES. 
When any Provincs contains Three County Committees, they 
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2. Provincial Committees ſhall receive Delegates from adjacent Pro- 
vinces, if ſaid Provinces do not contain Three County Committees. 

3. Every Provincial Committee ſhall ſend not leſs than Two Dele- 
gates to the Supreme National Committee. | | 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 


The National Committee ſhall ele& a Secret Committee of Seven 
Members, all reſiding in or near the Place where the National holds its 
Sitttings ; Two of them to go out by Rotation each National Meeting, 
and Two others elected in their Place. . 3 


OR DI N ARX Bus IN ESS AT MEETINGS. 


1. Preſident elected. | 

Reports of Delegates received. 

. Communications called for. 

. Candidates voted for. 

. Motions made and determined. 

. Time and Place of next Meeting appointed. 


GG 


Plan of DISCIPLINE. 


— 


Tu ar there ſhall be a Committee of Three elected out of every 
Society, conſiſting of the Secretary and Two of the Members, choſen 
for the following Purpoſes; namely, to receive ſuch Perſons as have 
been approved by the Society, and to admoniſh Members who have 
behaved improperly. „ . N FOE 


TzsT For MEMmBERs. 


In the awful Preſence of GOD, I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, that 
I will perſevere in endeavouring to form a Brotherhood of Affection 
amongſt Britons of every Deſcription ; and that I will alſo perſevere 
in my endeavours to obtain an equal, full, and adequate Repreſenta- 
tion of all the People in Great Britain: I do further declare, that 
whatever Misfortunes may befal any Member or Members of this or 
ſimilar Societies, in legally purſuing the Objects of this Union, I will 
eſteem it my Duty to ſupport them lawfully, to the utmoſt of my Ability. 
So help me GOD. i OT i. 105 


* 


TEST FOR SECRETARY. 


is the awful Preſence of GOD, I, 4. B. do voluntarily declare, 


that as long as I ſhall hold the Office of Secretary to this 1 


o- 
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1 will, to the utmoſt of my Abilities, faichfully diſcharge the Duties 


thereof. 


That all Papers or Documents, received by me as 3-cretary, I will 
in ſafety keep, I will not give ann of chem, or any Copy or Copies 


of them, to any Perſon or Perſons, Members or others, but Ly a Vote 


of this | and that I will, at the Expiration of my Se- 
cretaryſhip, deliver up to this _ all ſuch Papers as may 
be then in my Poſſeſſion. So help me GOD. | 


TEST OF SECRECY. 


In the awful Preſence of GOD, I, AM do declare, that neither 
Hopes, Fears, Rewards, or Puniſhments ſhall ever induce me, directly 


or indirectly, to inform or to give any Evidence againſt any Member 


or Members of this or ſimilar Societies, for any Act or Expreſſion of 


theirs, done or made collectively or individually, in or out of this 


Society, in purſuance of the Spirit of this Obligation. So help 


me God. 


| Appendix, (N. 16.) | 


ADDRESS diſtributed by Max IN DUN NOVAN at Goſport. 


An IrisHMan's AppRess to his Fellow Countrymen in England. 


IxIsHMEN! ; 

RE you dead to the Sufferings of your devoted Country ? Is her 
Proſperity become indifferent to you, becauſe the Oppreſſion of 
her Government has forced you to ſeek for Bread in a Foreign Coun- 
try? No! you anſwer, we love Ireland as we love our Lives, and are 


willing to ſerve her upon all Occaſions. The fertile Plains of Ireland 
produce Corn plentifully, and nouriſh Cattle in Abundance ; yet the 


Poor, from the Oppreſſion of the Rich are deprived of the Means of 
providing Subſiſtence, and driven by hard Neceſſity to ſeek Support in 
a Country where they are upbraided with their Poverty, and obliged 
to labour almoſt unceaſingly. Your Condition may with Propriety be 
compared with the Iſraelites of old: they were in Bondage, and com- 
pelled to perform the moſt laborious and degrading Employments that 
their Taſkmaſters, the Egyptians, thought proper to impoſe. You 


are Slaves in a Land which boaſts of Liberty, and your Country 1s 


enſlaved 
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enſlaved by the Agents of England! In Ireland, Government protects 
only Spies and Informers, and thoſe, who with themſelves oppreſs 


the Inhabitants. To be an Iriſhman, to love Iriſhmen, and to unite 


with Iriſhmen, are Crimes for which our Countrymen are daily dragged 
from their Families, and thrown into cold, damp, Dungeons, where, 


it they do not periſh from the Cruelty of their Treatment, they are 


ſent to urwiolfome Climates where no Vigour or Strength of Conſti- 
tution can preſerve them: in ſhort, Murder, Rapine, and Plunder, axe 
practiſed with Impunity in every Corner of our unfortunate Country. 
J rejoice to ſee you are ſenſible of your Country's Wrongs—The la- 
bouring Sigh with which your generous Boſom feems ready to burlt ; 
and the big Tear which rolls down your manly Cheek, diſplay your 
Deteſtation of ſuch horrid Oppreſſions. But let us not be for ever 
weeping and lamenting, and for ever ſubmitting to lick the Foot which 
is upraiſed to trample on our deareſt Rights. No, my beloved Coun- 
trymen, Indignation ſhall glow in our Boſoms, and the Injuries we 
ſufer ſhall fan the Flame till it burſt into active Revenge. —lIf Revenge 
be not a virtue, injuſtice is not a Crime. Oh! degraded, injured, 
and inſulted Ireland! whoſe Towns are plundered—whoſe Villages 


are burned —whoſe Sons are butchered—whoſe Daughters are violated 


and whoſe Infants pine for want of the Protection of their Parents. 
Oh! ever-to be-lamented Stain upon the national Honour of Iriſhmen, 
who are now unable to protect their Women (dear to them as their 
Exiftence) from the brutal Luſt of Britiſn Fencibles. Oh! unhappy 
Country, where an Attachment to Liberty, Virtue, and Morality is 
puniſhed as the moſt criminal of Vices; and where an Adherence to 

J'yranny, Injuftice, and Inhumanity is rewarded as the moſt virtuous 
of Actions. Awake to a juſt Senſe of your Injuries—Aroute from your 
Torpor— Join the Bands of your Countrymen—Lay aſide your Party 
Diſtinctions cf Leinſter Men and Munſter Men—Lay aſide your religious 


Differences of Catholic and Proteſtant, and embrace every Iriſhman 
as your Friend and your Brother. Conſult together, read this little 


Paper among your Neighbours, and never forget the Duty you owe 
to the Country that gave you Birth, and nouriſhed your infant Years ; 
aſſociate with each other in a Bond of Brotherhood and Union;“ 
be bold; be courageous; act firmly; act like Iriſhmen ; and you 
will do Honour to yourſelves, and aſſiſt in the Emancipation of your 
ſuffering Country. Then ſhall we return to the Land of Hibernia, 
where Peace and Plenty ſhall give Happineſs to all.— Then ſhall Ireland 
be bleſſed with a free Government, which will adminiſter equal Juſtice 
to the Poor and to the Rich; and then ſhall be equally protected the 
Rights and Liberties of all the People of Ireland. —Finally, when our 
Country is emancipated, we ſhall enjoy Comfort and Happineſs in our 
native Land, and boaſt that we have not been idle in promoting 


univerſal Liberty. 
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Appendix, (Ne 17.) | 


No r.—ABSTRACT of Proccedings at a Court Martial, held 
on Board His Majeſty's Ship Royal William, at Spithead, on 
the zoth, 21ſt, 22d, and 23d of June, 1797. 


Cap tain the Honourable THOMAS PARKEN HAM, Preſident, who, | 
with Twelve other Captains, compoſed the Court, 


HIS Court was aſſembled for the Trial of William Guthry, James 
Callaway, Thomas Aſhiy, Robert Johnſon, and John Davis, Seamen 
belonging to His Majeſty's Ship Po:npee, Captain James Vaſhon, for 
making, and endeavouring to make, mutinous Aſſemblies on Board the 
faid Ship; and for inducing, by various Artifices and "Threats, a Part of 
her Crew to be true to them, and to aid them in carrying their unlawtud 
Deſigns into Execution; and John Broghan, Seaman alſo of the ſaid Ship, 
for being preſent at theſe Meetings, and uſing alſo mutinous and threaten- 
ing Speeches to a Part of the Crew. Captain Vaſhon, of the Pompee, 
Proſecutor, proceeded to examine his Evidence in ſupport of the Charges. 

The Firſt called in was a Seaman, named Peter Dallimore; the Second 
was Dr. Joſiah Packwood, Surgeon of the Ship, who produced a Piece 
of Paper that had been found among the Priſoner Johnſon's Things, 

v hen they were examined in the Captain's Cabin. The Paper was as 
follows: | | 

1 55 to ever ſtand true till Death in promoting the Cauſe 
4 of Freedom with Equity, while any Probability of furthering its 
<< Progreſs remain.“ This * was read by Callaway to Peter Palli- 
more, when he, and the other Priſoners, told him that their Object was 
to obtain an immediate Peace on the Return of the Ship to Port. They 
then ſwore him in—* To ſtand true to the Ship's Company, and not to 
« divulge the Secret to any of the Officers.” Callaway held the Book, 
and with Johnſon repcated the Words of the Oath, which ended with 

«© So help me God,” : | | 
All che other Evidence went clearly and decidedly to confirm the Charges, 
but particularly that of James Addiſon, Seaman, His Evidence diſplayed 
wink Loyalty, having not only admoniſhed the Priſoners on the lmpro- 
priety of their Conduct, when they aſked him it he wanted a Peace, and 
which they ſaid could not be obtained without diſmiſſing the Miniſters ; 
but he drew up Two Papers to be read to the Crew to counteract their 
illegal and mutinous Defipns. | 
It alfo appeared in the Courſe of the Examinations, that Broghan Had 
declared he would hang every_one who did not fign the Paper drawn up 
by the Mutineers for the Difmiflal of Miniſters, and tor the Attainment 
of Peace. Some ef the Mutineers had, it ſeems, expreſſed an Intention 
of carrying the Ship into a French Port. | | 

The Efforts of the Mutineers were, in a great Degree, however, coun- 
teracted by the Zeal and Loyalty of a Serjeant of Marines (named Weſt,) 
who, with the Aſſiſtance of a tew of the loyal Seamen, {wore all the Ma- 
rines to be true to their Officers. | x 

The Court, after hearing all the Evidence, both in ſupport of the Pro- 
ſecution and in favour of the Priſoners, as well as the Defence they had 
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to offer, paſſed Sentence of Death on William Guthry, James Calla- 

way, Thomas Aſhly, and Robert Johnſon, the Charges being proved 
againſt them; but recommended Guthry and Callaway to Mercy on 

account of former good Characters: Acquitted Davis, and ſentenced 
John Broghan to one Twelve Months ſolitary Confinement in the Mar- 

ſhalfea. Ec, 


4 
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No 2.—APSTRACT of Proceedings at a Court Martial held on 
Board His Majeſty's Ship Cambridge, in Hamoaze, between the 
16th and 23d Auguſt, 1798. (Sunday excepted.) | 


Captain Tuomas Torr v, Prefident, who with Eight other 
Captains compoſed the Court, | 


= Court was aſſembled for the Trial of Bartholomew Duff, 
Lawrence Buckley, Michael Butler, John Divine, John Diſmord, 

James Cluney, James Mahar, John Matier, William Cotter, Dennis 
' Hilfry, Robert M*Gee, John Claſe, John M*Gan, Edward Leonard, 
Guille Brille, Thomas Burke, Michael Doyle, Henry M*Clennon, Tho- 
mas Short, John Ruſty, Martin Riely, and Patrick Hangling, then or 
late of the Cæſar. | | 

The Eight firſt as Ringleaders, and the remaining Fourteen as Aiders 
and Abettors, in making mutinous Aſſemblies on Board the ſaid Ship. 
The Oath adminiſtered by theſe Mutineers to the Crew was, «To be 
„United Iriſhmen, equal to their Brethren in Ireland, and to have no- 
„ thing to do with the King or His Government.” — The Sign amon 
the United Iriſhmen was to put the Right Hand upon the left 
Breaſt. —The Anſwer, to ſeize the right Hand with the left.—lt ap- 
peared in the Evidence, that they intended to murder the Officers, to 
ſeize the Ship, and to carry her to France or Ireland. The Priſoner Duff 
gave ſome of the People to underſtand, that he had received Letters from 
Ireland, telling him that they were to receive every Aſſiſtance from 
France, and that Buonaparte was ſoon to be in Ireland, —Edward Brophy, 
a Marine, who had belonged ro the Cæſar, ſent the annexed Paper, 
[Marked A.] to Captain Home, containing the Names of Eight leading 
Mutineers, with Bartholomew Duff at the Head: and of Forty-eight, 
being ſuſpicious Characters and conſtantly in Duff's Company. 

In the Evidence agaioft Butler it appeared, that he had at different 
Times ſaid, that there ought to be a Catholic Government in Ireland; 
that the Proteſtants ſhould be expelled ; and that the Engliſh had no 
Right to be there: He alſo wiſhed to be in Ireland to aſſiſt in the Rebel- 
lion, and to recover the 'Fitle and ſtate of Ormond, of which he ſaid 
his Family had been unjuſtly deprived by the Engliſh.—Butler-alſo, it 
appeared, had declared, that he ſhould never die eaſy till he ſwam in 
Engliſh Blood, —There was Evidence equally ſtrong againſt other of the 
Prifoners, and the Court, after having heard the Defence the Priſoners had 
to offer, ſentenced Duff, Buckley, Butler, Diſmonde, Mahar, and Cotter 
to ſuffer Neath; Divine and Cluney to coo Lafhes each, and to be 
mulcted of all their Pay, and the Remainder to be acquitted, | 


[Paper 
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[Paper A.) | | 
As I Edward Brophy, Marine, who lately belonged to his Ma- 


jeſty's ſhip Ceſar, who have been permitted by R. Home, Eſq ; 


who holds that honourable poſt as captain of the ſaid ſhip, 
whereas he has allowed me ſo far as to be an evidence to convict 
the conſpirators, and to bring the ſaid plot to light, which has 
been carried on for ſome time ,againſt our King and country, 


when Jam put on my oath nothing ſhall be wanting to bring 


every thing to light to the beſt of my knowledge. 


— 


Bartholomew Duff, | 
John Diſman, | _ — 
Wm. Cotter, Thoſe perſons I can give Evi- 
James Maher, dence to be leaders of the plot 
Law. Buckley, that was carried on on board his 
Wm. Burke, IMajeſty's ſhip Ceſar. 
Mich. Butler, Fo be . 
Mich. Fitzgerald, _ 


The undermentioned perſons J can give evidence as being ſuſ- 


picious people, and continually being in Duff's company and the 


above-mentioned names : : 
Andrew Broghall, ' 
Wm. M<Guire, 
Patt: Purcell, 
Wm. Ivory, . | 
Pat. Gannon, e : 

Martin Riely, | 

Thos. Jones, 

Ino. King, -- 

Soln. Harrington, 

Wm. Coſtley, 

Saml. Dowly, 

Jas. Clooney, 

H. Kingſton, 

Ino. M Donald, 

1 3 W ä 5 ED 

Corſo OTOUNO, | 
John Victory, } Frenchmen 

Jos. Butler, | 

Geo. Neuber... 

Farrel Conway, 

Pat. O“ Bryan, 

Geo. Cordolley, | 
Edward M*Namara, 
Owen Kearns, 

Thomas Carroll, / 
Thos. Montgomery, N 
John Ricoz, a Frenchman, . 
Owen Keenan, 


* 
* 


See „ . John 


88 F 


FEE WG Rb vr Long = 


APPENDIX, (No. 19.) 
John Byrne, 
Bryan Cannon, 
Owen Carty, 
Timothy Cronen, 
Paul Condon, 
Andrew Neale, 
James Hannagan, 
Thomas Dempfy, 
Fohn Mahony. 


MARINES. 
P. Hanlon, 
Robt. M Gee, 
John Cloſe, 

Morris, M“ Garr, 
Edward Leonard, 
Dennis Kilfey, 

John Ruſly, 
John NM. Tier, | 
John M<Garr, 
Jas. Morriſon, 

John Lacey. 
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Appendix (No. 19.) | 
No. 3.—AP STRACT of Proceedings at a Ct n 


Board His Majefly's Ship Gladiator, in Portſmouth Harbour, between | 


the 8th and t4th of Seprember 1798, Sunday excepted. 


Captain Joun Hor1owar, Preſident, who with Seven other 
Captains compoſed the Court. 


This court was aſſembled for the trial of John Brady, William 
Lindſay, John Hopkins, James Moor, Chiſtopher Mahane, Te- 
rence Dunn, Thomas Jourdaine, James Cannon, David Reed, 
Thomas Derbyſhire, Nicholas Ryan, Cornelius Callaghan, Owen 
Mc*<Cartey, Richard Kennedy, Thomas Luffin, Patrick Devoy, 
John Donally, Peter M<Guire, John Hoare, Edward Swinney, 


Patrick Hynes, Michael Foy, Michael Kelly, and Edward 


M*<Laughlin, ſeamen, and James Lawleſs, private marine, be- 
longing to his Majeſty's ſhip Defiance, Captain "Theophilus 
Jones, for having held mutinous aſſemblies on board the ſaid 
ſhip, at which an oath to the following purport was taken : 

el ſwear to be true to the Free and United Iriſhmen, who are 
„ now fighting our cauſe againſt tyrants and oppreſſors; and to 
defend their rights to the laſt drop of my blood, and to keep 


« all ſecret ; and 1 do agree to carry the ſhip into Breſt the next 


% time 
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« time the ſhip looks out a-head at fea, and to kill every officet. 
and man that ſhall hinder us, except the maſter ; and to hoiſt a 
<< green _—_ with a harp on it; and afterwards to kill and deſ- 
« troy the Proteſtants.” ; | 
All the evidence clearly ſnewed the guilt of the priſoners in a 
greater or leſſer degree, and the court having heard what they had 
to offer in their defence, paſſed ſentence of death on Brady, 
Lindſay, Hopkins, Mahane, Dunn, Jourdaine, Cannon, Reed, 
_ Derbyſhire, Ryan, Callaghan, Kennedy, Laffin, Devoy, M“ Guire, 
Hoare, Swinney, Kelly, and M*Laughlin.—But in conſideration 
of ſome circumſtances, Hopkins, Mahane, Dunn, Jourdaine; 
Cannon, Devoy, M<Guire, and Hoare, were recommended by the 
court for mercy, on condition of tranſportation, &c. 
| Moor and Lawlefs were ſentenced to receive 200 laſhes each, 
and one year's ſolitary confinement in the Marſhalſea. M<Carty 
and Foy were ſentenced to receive 100 laſhes each, and fix 
months ſolitary confinement. Hynes was ſentenced to one year's 
ſolitary confinement, and Donally was acquitted. | 
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Ne. 4.—ABSTRACT of Proceedings at a Court Martial held on 
Board his Majeſty's Ship Cambridge, in Hamoaze, from the 1/t to the 

gth October 1798 incluſive (except Sunday.) 


Vice Admiral Sir A. Gan Ex, Preſident, who with Twelve 
RN Captains compoled the Court. _ 


1 | 9 5 a — I 
en court was aſſembled for the trial of Wm. Regan, Patrick 


urphy, George Norton, and James Callaney, ſeamen, of his , 


Majeſty's ſhip Glory —and Edmund Gibbons, John Hoare, and 
Thomas Dillon, marines, ſerving in the ſaid ſhip, for having con- 
ſpired to murder the officers, and thoſe who ſhould aſſiſt them, 
and then carry the ſnip into a French port; and for having, by 
ſeditious and mutinous expreſſions, endeavoured to keep up a 2 5 
rit of mutiny among the Iriſh ſeamen and marizes—John 
O' Bryan, ſeaman, allo, for ſeditious and mutinous expreſſions, 
and wiſhing ſucceſs to the mutineers— Lawrence Dowd, ſeaman, 
for propoſing to Patrick Bayle, marine, to blow up the ſhip, in 
the event of the Iriſh party failing in their attempt. 1 
It appeared in the evidence, that Regan was expected to be 
appointed captain of the Glory, in the event of their getting to 
France; that the leaders would be promoted, the value of tho 
ſhip given to them, and then to proceed with the French againſt 
Ireland. — The annexed loyal declaration and addreſs of all the 
Iriſh in the ſhip was given to Captain Brine, as a cloak for their 
| | | M2 proceeding, 
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proceeding, 
5 guard. 


horrid tranſactions on board the Ceſar, 
2nd theſe rumours having been induſtriouſly circulated by ſome 


9 


and with a view to throw the officers off their 


The Court Having heard the evidence in ſupport of the charges, 
and defence of the priſoners, ſentenced William Regan, Patrick 
Murphy, George ny James Callaney, Edward Gibbons, 
John Hoare, Thomas Dillon, and Lawrence Dowd, to. ſuffer 
death, the charges being fully proved—John O+Bryan to receive 
100 laſhes on board the Glory, to be mulcted of his pay, and 
kept 12 months in ſolitary confinement in the Marſhalſea priſon. 

The ſame court having tried Dennis Mahoney, (firſt) and Ri- 
chard Holmes, ſeaman, for mutinous expreſſions, were ſentenced ; 
the former to receive 200 laſhes on board the Glory, to be mulcted 
of all his pay, and to be kept in ſolitary confinement in the Mar- 
ſhalſea for 12 months; and the latter to 100 laſhes, to be mulcted 
of his pay, and kept in ſolitary confinement for 12 months in the 
Marſhalſea. 5 55 1 


[Paper B.] 


| Hoxovren Srx, | | | 

We, whoſe names are hereunto annexed, natives of Ireland, 
with grief and anxiety have heard, lately, of a horrid plot or con- 
ſpiracy having exiſted in this ſhip, attributed entirely to us, and 
which the late unhappy diſturbance in Ireland, and the recent 


give too great a colour to, 


deſigning men, for the evident purpoſe of creating a diviſion and 
party ſpirit between the Engliſh and Iriſh, we, for ourſelves do 


- ſolemnly ſwear before Almighty God, whoſe awful name we 


would not take in vain, that we do not known of any plot or con- 
ſpiracy, or mutinous aſſembly in the ſhip, now, or at any other 
time; and that we will, to the laſt moment of our lives, defend 
our King and glorious conſtitution againſt all enemies, foreign 
and domeſtic ; and that we will, to the utmoſt of our powen ap- 
prehend and bring to condign puniſhment any perſon or perſons 
who ſhall dare ftir up any ſedition or mutiny, or endeavour to 
cauſe any diviſion or miſunderſtanding between us and our brave 
brethren in arms, Engliſhmen, to whom we are bound by every 
tie in nature, and whole intereſt and our own are inſeparable. 
We cannot clole theſe few lines without expreſſing our grateful 
and heartfelt ſenſe of the excellent and humane uſage of Captain 
Brine and all his officers to the ſhip's company; and we do not 
heſitate to pronounce him a villain, a traitor to his country, and 
an enemy to mankind, who ſhall diſturb the tranquillity, but for 
the ſubject of this addreſs, we ſo happily enjoy under our excel- 
lent officers, whom we ſhall ſupport, honour, and obey to the 
laſt moment of our lives. —Relying, Sir, upon your well known 
goodneſs of heart and humane diſpoſition, we have thus humbly 
preſumed to lay our ſentiments before you, unbiaſſed by all other 
conſiderations but thoſe of the welfare of our King and Govern- 
ment, whom we honour and revere reſpectfully, leaving it to 


yourſelf 


bo 


APPEN DIY ne 


vourſelf to make this public, or otherwiſe, as you, in your wiſdom 
mall think fit. With hearts full of loyalty to our King and coun- 
try, and the greateſt veneration for your public character and pri- 
vate virtues, we conclude, with hoping you will do us the juſtice 
to believe that theſe are the real ſentiments of our hearts. 
Honoured Sir, 
We are, &Cc. &c, &. 


1 | (Signed) 86 Seamen and Foremaſt mex. 
| : | 286 Marines. 5 
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Appendix (No. 21.) 
No. 5. — Arat of Proceedings of a Court Martial, held on board 


His Majeſty's Ship Diomede, in Sheerneſs Harbour, on the 29th and 
30th Days of October, 1798. —ͤ 


Captain P TER ArLIx, Preſident, who with twelve other Cap- 
| | tains compoſed the Court. | | 


This Court was aſſembled for the trial of John Wright and 
George Tlomms, marines, ſerving on board his Majeſty's ſhip 
Diomede, for having been concerned in attempting to ſtir up mu- 
tiny and ſedition in the ſaid ſhip, and having been guilty of va- 
rious breaches of the articles of war. f | 
The evidence that was brought forward on this trial went to 
ſhew, that the priſoners were connected with Correſponding So- 
cieties at Nottingham; that they attempted to adminiſter an oath 
do ſome of the crew, to carry the ſhip into an enemy's port, 
either French, Dutch, or Jriſß; and threatened, in the event of 
coming to an action with an enemy's ſhip, to ſhoot their own of- 
ficers on the quarter deck. The priſoner Tomms's brother, who 
was living at Nottingham, wrote occaſionally to him, and inform- 
ed him of the ſtate of affairs connected with Ireland. A favourite 
toaſ: with Tomms was, May the wings of liberty never flou- 
„ riſh, till they are waſhed in the blood of deſpots.”” 
The priſoners treated the addreſs from the Admiralty to the 
Iriſh ſeamen with every contempt ; and after the Captain had read 
it, Tomms declared he ſhould never have an opportunity of read- 
ing it again. This priſoner frequently declared his determination 
to ſhoot the officers in the event of coming to action; but if every 
thing elſe failed, to blow up the ſhip on her xeturn to port. 
The Court having heard all the evidence in ſupport of the pro- 
ſecution, as well as that which the priſoners could bring forward 
in their favour, together with the defence they, had to offer, ſen- 
tenced Wright to receive 500 laſhes from ſhip to ſhip, and Tomms 
to ſuffer death. The ſerjeant of Marines, Daniel Alexander, hav- 
ing prevarieated in his evidence, was ordered into ſolitary con- 
finement for three months in the Marſhalſea. 
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Appendix (No. 22.) 


No. — of Proceedings of a Court Martial held on beard | 
His Majefty's Ship Gladiater, in Portſmouth Harbour „on the 1515 | 
 Fanuary 1799. 


Vice Admiral Sir CHaRLEs 8 Baronet, Prefidſent, 
who with twelve Captains compoſed the Court. 


This court was aſſembled for the trial of Patrick Townſhend, 


James Reilly, Hugh M“ Ginnis, and John Marſhal, private ma- 


rines ſerving on board his Majeſty's ſhip St. George, Capt. John 
Holloway, Tor uttering or making uſe of mutinous or ſeditious 
expreſſions, or being preſent without uſing their utmoſt endea- 
vours to fupprefs the ſame. 

The evidence produced on this trial principally went to ſhew, 


that the priſoners had been ſeen together in their birth on board 


the ſaid ſhip, and had been heard to drink the following 
toaſt: Ihe tree of liberty to all United Iriſhmen, and damnar 
tion to all that are enemies thereto.” 

The Court having heard all the evidence in ſupport a the pro- 
ſecution, as well as that which the priſoners had to bring forward 
in their favour, together with the defence they had to offer, ſen- 
tenced each and every one of them to receive 300 laſhes through 


the fleet then lying at Portſmouth. 


Forms of Certificates of Election. 


Appendix (No. 23.) 
CER TIFICATE. | 
1 Society of United Iriſhmen. Na. 1 


I hereby certify that | 
| has been duly elected, and having taken the 
* Teſt provided in the Conſtitution, has been 
admitted a Member of this Society. 
Secretary. 
No. 6. 1 


Device, a ſhamroc, and underneath, in a * Hibernis holding in 


ber right hand an Imperial Crown inverted, over a ſhield. On her left 


hand is an Iriſh ha; Ps over it a dagger, and at its toot lie two hogs. 5 
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Appendix (No. 24.) 
CERTIFICATE. 
5 © EXTERN. Society of — W 


1 hereby certify that 


c has been dul 7 elected, and having taken 2M 
T Leſt provided i 


n the Conſtitution, has been ad- 
mitted Member of this Society. | 

£ | Secretary. 

No. | 


- 
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Ce, by f cc 4; ADDRESS to the People of Ireland; taken at 8 
Lon, No. 2, of the United Triſhmen, 10th March 1799. 


10 THE PEOPLE. 
Mex or Ina nk; 


PERSEVERE—the cauſe of freedom muſt finally prevail, 
What has hitherto taken place, inftead of diſcouraging you 
ſhould rather inſpire the moſt animating confidence of ſucceſs, If 
a few countries, ill armed and officered, were able to ſeize ſo many 
towns, and baffle for months near one hundred thouſand troops, 
long trained to arms, nurtured i in blood, and furniſhed with every 

requiſite for war; if by the mere energy which the love of liberty 
inſpires, they deteated them on many occaſions, and never were 
| defeated till their own ammunition was exhauſted, what would 
have been the reſult had the whole nation riſen at once properly 
armed and organized; if in the very moſhent, when recent dil- 
comfiture diſpirited the brave, and the fallacious hopes of lenity 
neutralized the mild and irreſolute, nine hundred F renchanen, 
with only three field pieces, were able to defeat three armies, take 
ſeveral towns, and a whole train of artillery, kill double their 

own number, and, almoſt unaſſiſted, penetrate to the very centre 


of the iſland, what would as many thoukade have accompliſhed 5 
vschen ſupported by the entire population of the country. 


Had you been prepared to aid even that handful of auxiliaries 
by intercepting or delaying convoys and reinforcements, they 
muſt have triumphed. But although you were not, then called 
prematurely into action, the time will ſpeedily arrive when you 
muſt be ſummoned to employ thoſe arms which have lately been 
diſtributed. 

Hearken no longer to thoſe inſolent implacable upſtarts who 
boaſt of haying wantonly made war upon a long ſuffering people, 


| + Device, two hands claſped, denoting union, and underneath, 3 
ſhawroc. 
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and goaded you into rebellion, by burning, rape, robbery, mu- 
der, torture, and every other diabolical expedient inquiſitorial 
cruelty could deviſe, and who in the {ame breath impudently in- 


fult you with the oſtentatious parade of mercy; when they are 


wearied, not ſatiated, with ſlaughter and proſcription. 
When the event of the late inſurrection appeared douhtful, and 
the capital was blockaded by your arms, the inefficacy of open 


force ſuggeſted fo the coward. Chancellor the ready aid of fraud : 


« We muſt pardon them,“ ſaid he; or if the country con- 
* tinues in its preſent ſtate, it will be impoſſible for ws to go 


on.“ A general amneſty was accordingly held out, and this 


perfidious cleinency extolled, while a clandeſtine perſecution was 


continued, to provoke you to acts that might palliate the medi- 
tated ſeverities. | 0) — | . 
Now that theſe equivocal meaſures have paralized and divided 
you, where is the mercy of your tyrants ? Will they re-build for 
you thoſe cabins, whoſe flames they have extinguiſhed with in- 
nocent blood? Will they allow you to ſtarve unmoleſted in your 
native air, which their hireling ruffians have polluted with peſti- 
tential carnage ? Or to weep over the deſolation of your families 
in the arms of your childleſs conſorts, whom Heſſian raviſhers 


have branded with infamy and diſeaſe ? Ne! This would be too 
great an indulgence for traitors, who dared to vindicate by arms 


the common rights of men. 8 

By the boaſted Act of Amneſty his moſt gracious Majeſty ex- 
excludes from his royal mercy al who were in cuſtody at any 
< time ſince the year 1794, on any charge of treaſon, ſuſpicion of 
* treaton, or treaſonable practices; all yeomen who have deſert- 
« ed, or who adminiſtered any oath or obligation; all who car- 


* ried on, conſented to, aſſiſted, or were concerned in any deſign 


© or propoſal for invading; or procuring an invaſion, or cor- 
<< reſponding with a foreign power; all members of any execu- 
4% tive, national or county committee; all concerned in ſaid horrid 
& and unnatural rebellion, whe do not deliver up arms and ammu- 
6 nition of every kind within a time to be appointed; all at- 
c tainted, or to be attainted this ſeſſion, or convicted by court 
« martial fince laſt May: all offenders againſt the Mutiny Act, 
&c. &c. 5 1 
With ſuch numerous excluſions from forgiveneſs, it is hard to 
fay who can eſcape, for the act of any one united 1riſhman be- 
ing interpreted as the act of all, and the acts of the ſociety as 
thoſe of every member, there is not one who will not directly or 
eonſtructively fall under ſome of the above deſcriptions. | 
Truſt not, therefore, to ſuch a deceitful mockery of mercy 
(which, were it ſerious, would only enſure the continuance of all 
your grievances) but depend ſolely on your own arms, and the 
promiſed ſuccour of your friends, who have already given you 
an earneſt of what they can, and what they will perform. Refi 
aſſured, whatever the tools of Government may aſſert of the dif- 
guſt the French have conceived at your inactivity, they will ver 
leon ſend the promiſes force of at leaſt ten thouſand troops, wit 
<1 959 * | | _ 


APPENDIX, (No. 26} 
an ample ſupply of military ſtores. If they find your men un- 
prepared, you will have no excuſe; and inſtead of forming an 
independent republic, muſt ſubmit to remain in the abject, mi- 
ſerable condition of a tributary province. 

Arm, therefore, but without any violence, which may afford 
2 pretence for reviviny the ſanguinary ſyſtem of terror; and hide 
your arms with additional care, for new Bills are framing to take 
them from you, and rigorous ſearches will ſpeedily take place. 
Hold no meetings, but tranſmit ſingly and briefly to your tried 
friends, thoſe inſtructions which may ſoon iſſue for vigorous and 
active meaſures. Abſtain from ſpirits, and every exciſeable article 
that contributes to recruit the exhauſted revenues of a bankrupt 
government, ſupported only by your vices, which enables them 
to maintain their hordes of regimented aſſaſſins. Intoxication has 
not only laid open your hearts to informers, but ſtimulated you 
headlong into danger, and diſabled you equally to light or fly. 
'Take warning from the decifive battles which (to the diſgrace of 
Ireland) you have loſt by that alone, and reſerve whatever you | 
can fave by future ſoBricty to purchaſe ammunition for the ap- 
proaching deliverance of your country. | 

Thoſe whom you have choſen ſtill watch over your intereſts, 
and will not raſhly hazard your ſafety. When a proper occaſion 
offers, their ſummons will iſſue in the cuſtomary official channel, 
and it will not be their fault if it does not at once extend to every 
part of Ireland. And then ſhall your oppreſſors ſee how much 
fooner the trained bands of corruption are exhauſted, than a po- 
pulation of above four millions, rouſed by every provocation, and 
reſolved on liberty or death; and then ſhall thoſe who now 


charge you with barbarity, ſupplicate and receive that mercy 
which themſelves denied. | | 


© li 
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wy Appendix (No. 26.) 
Copy of a printed Card to the Memory of O' Coigh, 


| Sacred 
To the memory of 
JohN James CoicLey. 
lis independent virtue! His benevolent ſpirit ! 
His ſympathiling mind! His affectionate heart! 
And his indefatigable exertions to promote 
Moral rectitude, ; 
Pure religion, 
Political emancipation, 
all combined to make him dreaded by apoſtates; by whom 
FX 5 he was on | Y 
_ Thurſday, June 7th, 1798, ſacrificed 
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98 APPENDIX, (No. 7.0 
a willing victim at the ſhrine : 
4 Selfiſh bigotry, 
and - 
Legal forms. 
The tears of the virtuous! The ſighs of the oppreſſed! 
The regret of the patriot! The vengeance of his country! 
. 5 and the grateful applauſe of poſterity, will bear 
+, Ample teſtimony * ' 
of his 
Matchlels wrongs, 
and his 
Uurivalled worth. 
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223 of Taftruftion for the Meat ch and Operations of General 
Humbert, | 


It would pethaps be imprudent for you to remain long in 
Cornwall. It would be more adviſeable that you ſhould firſt eſ- 
tabliſh yourſelf in Devonſhire, particularly in that part which lies 
between the two rivers tne Ex and the Tamar, This ſituation, on 
account of the paſſes and mountains, will afford you an eaſy and 
ſafe retreat from the purſuit of the enemy, as well as a more ex- 
tenſive ſphere for your operations. Vith a little enterpriſe and 
{kill you might eaſily ſucceed in cutting off the communication 
between Dartmouth, Plymouth, and Portſmouth. It would not, 
however, be adviſeable for you to approach too near to thoſe 
places, on account of the numerous garrifons which they contains 
unleſs indeed you had information of any commotion having 
taken place, which you ſhould labour 2 promote. 

It is therefore of importance that immediately on your b 
ation, you thould direct your march towards“ Deadmana and 
Newport.” Above the latter, and without paſſing through it, 

ou will croſs the Pamer, a river which feparates Cornwall from 
.* beyond which it will be your * to take up a po- 
ſition. 5 
Your march ſhould be conducted with brifkneſs and celerity- 
You ſhould never keep the high road, but on the contrary,” pro- 
ceed through the by e-ways and narrow tracks, and efp-cially 
thoſe that are moſt remote from tha great road, Before you enter 
a city or town, you ſhould enquire e whether it contains any and 
what number of troops, whether there is any river in it, and what 
number of bridges, and whether it has any fortifications; you 
muſt then take your meaſures accordingly, . ou ſhould frequently 
change your guides, in order to conceal from the enemy the 
knowledge of your marches, and nes er take a ſreſh guide in the 
6 of the one whom you diſmiſs ; ; you ſhout make . 
counter 


 APPEMNDIN G6) Rs 
counter marches ; always tell your guides that you have quitted 
a different road from that which you intend to purſue, and en- 
quire the road to thoſe towns and villages which you mean to 
leave behind you, or to which at leaſt you do not intend to go. 
I be better to create ſurprize and conſternation, you muſt now 
and then take poſſeſſion of ſome little town or harbour, and lay 
it under contribution. You perceive by this, that all places of 
any note will apply to government for troops, which will be in 
want of them, and will be compelled to divide thoſe which it can 
ſpare; this will enable you to deſtroy a great many of them, by 
engaging ſeparately with the different detachments ſent againſt 
you. | | | | | 
It is only by means of moveable columns that you can be op- 
poſed with ſucceſs; it will not, however, be difficult for you to 
deſtroy their effect. : | x : 
If they ſhould be weak, you may ealily overpower them; if 
they ſhould be ſtrong, you may diſperſe yourſelves, and commit 
holtilities in different quarters. This will alarm the towns, and 
they will immediately require the protection of thoſe troops which 
compole the columns, in order to ſerve as garrifons againſt your 
attacks. You will thus remain maſters of the country, and ſtarve 
both the inhabitants and the troops who are in the towns. 
doubt whether the Engliſh underſtand the ule and advantages 
of moveable columns, but even if they do, you may render them 
of no avail, ſince the government has not a ſufficient number of 
troops to cover every point at once. 7 | 
I he ſoldiers ſhould not carry any thing beſides their arms, am- 
munition, and bread; they will every where find linen, ſhoes, and 
other articles of dreſs, | 3333 ah 
The inhabitants muſt ſupply their wants, and gentlemen's ſeats 
will ſerve you for magazines. | N We” 
In cafe the country ſhould be too much ravaged to ſubſiſt your 
any longer, or in caſe the number of troops ſent againſt you ſhould 
compel you to quit the ſpot where you have taken polition, you 
muſt quit it with expedition, make forced marches by night, and 
teſt during the day in the woods and mountains. If you are 
under the neceflity of ſtopping at any place to procure proviſions, 
make choice of a' good poſt, from whence you muſt ſend your 
detachments into the neighbouring villages. Your cavalry, tor 
you mult on your firſt eſtabliſhment create a force of that deſcrip- 
tion, will be moſt proper for this ſervice, and may and ought to 
change horſes as often as neceffity thall require. | 5 
As you will proceed by haſty marches, the enemy's troops will 
not be able to come up with you on account of the difficulty of pro- 
curing proviſions; and even if you ſhould be obliged to fight, you 
muſt remember that you are Frenchmen, and ſtrike a great blow. 
Bear iu mind, at the ſame time, that neceſſity only ſhould in- 
duce you, to riſk the fate of an engagement; but then you mult 
make a deſperate attempt. If you mult force your way through - 
the enemy you have to attack, let it be done in the night. 
About eleven or twelve o'clock at night ſend three or four pa- 
| | Fe | N 2 troles, 
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troles, conſiſting of four or ſix men, to ſet fire to ſome houſes in 
your rear, and in different quarters. The enemy, imagining that 
you are flying, will perhaps endeavour to purſue you, and then 
you may either prepare an ambuſcade, elude them altogether, or 
fall upon the rear of one of their columns, which you may eaſily 
overpower in the dark, and in the confuſien into which troops 
unexpect:dly attacked are thrown. ET : 

If the enemy ſhould ſend aſſiſtance to the perſons whoſe houſes 
have been ſet on fire, the thing is the ſame, and you have the 
choice of either fighting or eluding them, which, however, 1s not 
of ſo much advantage as the firſt alternative. If the enemy ſhould 
remain under arms, and ſend patroles to reconnoitre, you muſt ſur- 
round them, and put them to the bayonet, without firing a ſhot. 

In three or four hours afterwards you ſhould depart in column, and 
proceed au pas de Charge,” againſt one of the wings, which you 
ſhould drive in, and, without attempting any thing elfe, purſue 

your march, and make two or thrce counter marches in the courſe 
of the day. | : a bo 
The night will alſo afford you a fit opportunity to ſurprize and 

put to the ſword any poſt that may be oppoſed to you. In the day 
time, and in an open ſituation, you mult not heſitate to attack two 
_ thouſand men, and in the night from four to five thoufand, with a 
force of twelve hundred. From a poſt that is not mtrenched, you. 
ought to diſlodge eight hundred men; but if it ſhould be intrench- 
ed, and defended by cannon, you muſt take care to avoid it. 

In order to paſs a river, the bridges of which are guarded, you 
mult, if you cannot procure boats, endeavour to aſcend to its 
fource, to find a ford, or the cauſeway of a water mill. If you 
are very much puſhed, you mult ſtretch a ſtrong rope acroſs fron 
one ſide of the river to the other, and make ſuch of the troops as 
Cannot ſwim take hold of it and paſs over. In ſuch caſes their 
 muſkets muſt be carried in the ſlings, with the butt end upwards, 

in order that the lock may if potiible be kept dry. Trees long 
enough to reach from one bank to the other are preferable to a 

rope. In that caſe you muſt cut down a good many, and throw 
them acrols at different places. If the river, though fordable, 
ſhould be rapid, and the ſoldiers ſhould be up to their necks in 
Water, you mult make the good ſwimmers go firſt, and then order 

a whole rank to paſs at once, each ſoldier holding faſt with his 
left hand by the coat of the man who is before him, and carrying 
his muſket in his right. In this manner the ſoldier who reaches 
the oppolite bank pulls along his comrade and helps him out of 
the water, and ſo on ſucceſſively. The horſes may thus paſs alſo, 
but it 1s not much to be truſted to. | | 8 

Cornwall and Devonſhire form a peninſula, in which it would 

be deſirable that you ſhould be able to maintain yourſelves, ard 
this you might accompliſh with a little ſkill. If, however, you 
 thould be compelled by urgent motives, and after having made 
every effort in your power, to quit this diſtrict, it would then be 
-expedient for you to make an irruption into the counties of So- 
me. | FS | merlet, 
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merſet, Wilts, and Glouceſter, in order to ftrike terror into the 
heart of England, and even into London itſelf. In this laſt county 
you will paſs the Severn, in order to reach the principality of 


Wales, a mountainous and woody country, where you, will find a 


| ſecure retreat, and where you would be better enabled to receive 


ſuccour through Ireland. There is another manner in which you 
might paſs the Severn or the Briſtol canal, that is, by taking poſ- 


ſeſſion of Briſtol or Berkeley, and croſſing the canal in the boats 


which you would meet with on the ſpot. ER 
By means of a fum of 12 advanced in England, and the 
promiſe of a further reward in France, you might induce plenty 


of fiſhermen to convey. thither an officer intruſted with your dif- 


patches. It would be difficult for you to correſpond through any 


n 
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| Tranſlation of  Tuſtrufions to Brigadier General Humbert, commanding 


the Secret Expedition cntruſted to the Legion “ des Francs.” 


As ſoon as the formation of the legion and the weather will 
permit, General Humbert, who will have made the neceſſary ar- 
rangements retpecting the tranſports with Vice-Admiral Cornie, 
is to conduct his troops to St. Malo, there to cauſe them to be 


embarked, and immediately to ſet ſail for the county of Cornwall, 


in the kingdom of England. 
The garriſon which, in purſuanee of my orders, General Hum- 
bert is to take away from Chateauneuf, is to be replaced by Ge- 
neral Virges ; and General Humbert, on the eve of his depar- 
ture, is to apprize General Virges thereof. 
The expedition muſt, if poſlible, depart in the night time; and 
during the paſſage the ſnips arc to make all the ſail pothble. | 
General Humbert is to take care that the moſt perfect order be 
preſerved on board. | | 


The troops are to receive their uſual allowances; but when 


they are ready to diſembark, they are to be furniſhed with four 
days proviſions, and a double ration of brandy is to be allowed 
thein ; this they are to drink immediately, in order to refreſh 


. themſelves aſter the fatigues of the voyage. 


The ditembarkation muſt be effected with all poſſible expedi- 
tion. The powder and ammunition muſt be carried by the ſol 
diers, until luch time as they ſhall have advanced far enough into 
the country to procure bat horſes, which are then to be employed 
in that ſervice. | | 
The ammunition muſt not, on any occaſion whatever, be left 
behind; and frefh ſupplies of it muſt be procured whenever an 
opportunity occurs. | 5 x 
During the two firſt days march the legion muſt remain _ 

: LE vided ; 
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vided ; and care muſt be taken to prevent any of the men froni 
ſtragohng. PEN | 
General Humbert will of courſe feel the propriety of ſpeedily 
advancing to a woody and mountainous fituation, before he at- 
tempts any act of hoſtility. He muſt take care to avoid ſwampy 
ground, not wholly becauſe it is unwholefome, but Becauſe he 
might expoſe himſelf to the danger of being ſurrounded by troops, 
who would certainly not fail to make ute of the advantages which 
fuch ſituations always afford. | | 
The expedition of General Humbert has three principal ob- 
jects in view: | | | = | 
The firſt is, to put the country into a ſtate of inſurrection : 
The ſecond is, to embarraſs the commerce of our rivals: 
The third is, to prepare and facilitate the means of making a 


deſcent, by giving the greateit perplexity to the Engliſh govern- 


ment. | | 
The claſs of people the moſt eaſily to be moved to inſurrec- 


tion, as in all countries, is the pooreſt claſs. This may be ef- 


fected by diſtributing money or drink among them; by aſcribing 
to the government the public wretchedneſs; by inſtigating them, 
and facilitating their means to revolt, to pillage the public grana- 
ries, and to plunder the property of the rich, whom they always 
regard with an eye of envy. | 

It is however neceſſary to obſerve, that how regardleſs ſoever the 
Engliſh people may be of morality, they are attached to their laws, 
and reſpect their magiſtrates, even during the inſurrections which 
have ſometimes taken place; it will therefore be expedient to ſpare 
the property belonging to, or in anywiſe connected with the civil 
and municipal magiſtracy. It will alſo be adviſeable to purſue 
the ſame line of policy with reſpect to the country landholders 
and merchants. The expences muſt then be borne by the great, 
the lords, (thoſe who belong to the Oppoſition Party are to 
be ſpared, whenever they are known) the Miniſters, the naval 
and military officers, eſpecially thoſe of the militia. . The 
houſes, ihe granaries, the cattle, the fareſts, and every thing be- 
longing to,any of theſe, muit be diſtributed among the people, or 


pillaged by them. Theſe calimitics, which thoſe of the Repub- 
lic compel us to inflict, and to which a ferocious nation con— 
ſtrains us to expoſe it, will induce many of the labouring people 


and the rabble of the country to eſpouſe our cauſe ; but they 
muſt on no account be incorporated with our own troops; they 


-muſt be formed into new corps, and placed under the command 
of French officers belonging to the legion, in order that no native 


of the country may become acquainted with the ſtate of our force. 
They ſhould alto be kept ſeparate, and as much in ignorance in 


this reſpect as circumſtances will permit. It is principally by 


means of the new companies that the inſurrection will be fo- 


mented. | : 
With reſpect to the embarrafling of commerce, this may be beſt 

effected by breaking down bridges, dikes, and cauſeways (which 

is indeed neceſſary for the purpoſe of ſelf-preſervation); by plun- 


dering 


- 
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dering convoys of proviſions, and private and public carriages; 
by cutting off the ſupplies deſtined for towns; by burning mer- 
chant eflels, boats, &c.; by ſetting fire to dock yards, rope- 
works, and the ſail cloth manufactories. It is allo to be obſerv- 
ed, that in conſ:quence of theſe operations a number of workmen 
will be deprived of employment, and will attach tnemſelves to the 
party which ſupplies them with the means of ſubſiſtence; a mode 
of livelihood ſo much the more captivating as the individual him- 
{elf contributes nothing towards it. | * 
Ihe object of the deſcent may be facilitated by difarming the 
militia ; by burning the public arſenals and harbours; by inter- 
cepting meſſengers in the ſervice of government; as well as by the 
declenſion of the troops, through deſertion and inſubordination; 
and by the terror which ther operations of the legion, and the pro- 
greſs of the inſurrection, will inſpire into the minds of thoſe who. 
might he inclined to defend the country. 
The moſt favourable part of the country is, that in which 
forges and manufactories are to be found. 5 
Proviſions mult be taken wherever they can be found, and if 
-any town or village refuſe 7mmediately to afford a neceſſary ſupply 
of proviſions, it muſt be given up to pillage, The better to ſtrike 
terror into the country, the legion ſhould be diſperſed in differ- 
ent columns, and aſſemble again at a general rendezvous. This 
operation ſhould be repeated every four, tix, or eight days. The 
inhabitants of the country maſt be employed as guides; whoever 
hall refuſe to act in that capacity mult be punifhed on the ſpot. 
Magiſtrates ſhould always be preferred for that ſervice, or ſome of 
their relations, in order that they may be deterred from puniſhing 
thoſe unfortunate perſons who may be compelled by force to 
march. - „ 
Spies muſt be puniſhed with death. | | 
+ Lhe villages ncar to any place where the legion, or any co- 
lumn belonging to it, ſhall have taken refuge, which do not fend 
intelligence, or ring their bells on the approach of troops deftined 
to act againſt the legion, ſhall be burnt. In order to avoid the 
deſtruction of the troops under his command, General Humbert 
muſt decline coming to an engagement with regular forces, and 
muſt only attack imall detachments, and cantonments, and 
weak polts. He muſt invite deſerters from the enemy, and 
hkewiſe priſoners, to enliſt into the new corps. If they ſhould 
refuſe, their hair and their eye-brows muſt be cut oft; and if 
they ſhould happen to be retaken, they are to be ſhot. _ 
General Humbert will not fail to bear in mind, that there 
are in England a great number of Frenchmen who will haiten 
to join him. Theſe are the priſoners of war, both ſoldiers and 
ſailors, the ſoldiers belonging to the emigrant regiments, and a 
number of others whoſe wretchedneſs, and a thirſt of vengeance, 
would allure to his ſtandard. by | : 
He is at liberty to admit Frenchmen into the legion; but 
be muſt employ the utmott vigilance to prevent thoſe new com- 
| | . ers 
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ers from entering into cabals. Thoſe who would be moſt inclined 
to theſe practiſes are the nobles and the prieſts, whoſe ambi- 
tion is equal to their cowardice. Es 3 

Any attempt to excite mutiny muſt be ſeverely puniſhed. 

The diſtricts, the militia of which ſhall have attempted to op- 
pole the march of the legion, muit allo be puniſhed with ſeverity ; 
and, as far as it may be practicable, ſuch militia muſt be diſarai- 
ed, and their arms put into the hands of the new inſurgents. The 
greateſt care muſt be employed to guard the ammunition. 
General Humbert, who will be afliſted by the knowledge and 


talents of his principal officers, will not omit to avail himſelf of 


every occurrence thae may enable him to encreaſe the ſtrength. 
and confidence of his party—an object fo much to be wiſhed tor. 
He muſt ſpare and protect the poor and the aged, the widow and 
the orphan, and throw the burthen of the war on the thoulders of 
the rich, who are the authors of our calamities. 


The militia and any other troops that may join us hall be ad- 


mitted to the ſame idulgence, Iriſh ſailors alſo, who ſhall join us, 
fall be treated in the {ame manner; and they ſhall be paid, ac- 


cording to a full and fair valuation of them, for ſuch ſhips or veſſels 
as they ſhall bring into the ports in your poſſeſhon, or even into 
the ports of France. But if, contrary to all probability, and in 


ſpite of the juſtice of your cauſe, any Iriſhman ſhou!d be found ſo 
* degenerate, ſo inſenfible to the glory and to the ſafety of his coun- 


try, as to ſacrifice them to his own ſelfiſh views, and to be induced 
to take part againſt us, I declare, that, whenever any of them ſhall 
fall into our hands, they ſhall be treated, not as priſoners of war, 
hke other Engliſh troops, but as rebels and traitors to their coun- 
try, and all their effects ſhall be confiſcated. _ TY 
We ſhall call upon the pubiic 2nd legal authorites likewiſe to 


_ confiſcate the property of runaways or emigrants, as well as that of 


perſons who, under an infidious_neutrality, thall remain paſlive 
ſpectators of the dangers of their country, and reſerve to them- 
ſelves the opportunity of declaring their ſentiments, without dan- 
ger, in favour of the victorious party; and of all kinds of baſenefs 
this being the moſt contemptible, it ſhall involve not only confiſca- 
tion of the property, but the baniſhment of him who ſhall be 
it, | | 

Until eircumſtances ſhall permit the proviſional repreſentatives 
to aſſemble for the purpoſe of eiabliſhing a regular national ad- 
miniſtration, I invite all enlightened patriots to communicate to me 
their local knowledge, and the means by which the organization of 
the revolutionary authorities may be accelerated. 


4 | PEOPLE OF IRELAND. . 

I have juſt imparted to you the intentions of the French na- 
tion. I have alſo expreſſed to you my private ſentiments, with the 
frankneſs of a ſoldier, who feels his glory connected with the ſuc- 
ceſs of our common enterprize. Bear in mind that all Europe, 
the eyes of which are now upon you, will judge whether you de- 

ſerve 
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ſerve that your chains ſhould be broken. Nothing is more eaſy, 
if you engage in it with a determined courage. Riſe at once in a 
maſs at every point of your iſland. My brave brethren in arms 
and myſelf, will be the centre for you to rally round. A force ſo 
conſiderable inſures to you, without ſtriking a blow a ſpeedy and 
complete victory; and in the ſame manner as the vivifying rays of 
the ſun purify the earth from peſtilential vapours, and deſtroy the 
inſets which they nouriſhed, ſo from the ardeur of your patriotiſm 
_ ſhall iſſue that ſplendour which ſhall baniſh tyranny, and annihilate 
its ſatellites amidſt the unanimous ſhouts of the Iriſh and the 


French, exclaiming liberty and equality for ever! 


ProvisioNal REGULATIONS for IRELAND. 


After having diſcuſſed the ſubject with thoſe deputies of the 
Central Committee of Inſurrection of Ireland, who have been re- 
commended to him by the Executive Directory of France, the com- 
mander in chief of the French army, defirous to ſhew in a manner 
ſtill more particular the intentions of his government with regard 
to the Iriſh people, conſiders it his duty, as well in order to facili- 
tate the revolution, as to maintain order during the political criſis 
which muſt neceſſarily ariſe from the overthrow of deſpotiſm, to 
publiſh the following articles, inviting at the ſame time all good 
citizens to comply therewith, until ſuch time as the repreſentatives 

of the people ſhall afſemble. TY 

Art. 1ſt. We, the faithful organ of the Executive Directory of 
France, recognize and proclaim in the face of heaven the liberty 
and independence of the people of Ireland. We ſwear to main- 
tain them with our whole power, and to make no peace with the 
oppreſſors of Ireland but in concert with the new government 
which ſhe ſhall adopt. 
Art. 2d. We invite the members of the Central Committee of 
Inſurrection, immediately to aſſemble, in order to execute the 
functions of the proviſional government; we prohibit the agents 
of the Engliſh government to continue to exerciſe their duties; and 
we prohibit likewiſe every individual, citizen or ſoldier, to obey 
their orders. | | ; 
- Art. 3d. On the receipt of this the Netadles'? (the principal 
inhabitants) will take care to aſſemble in order to appoint three 
commiſſioners, who, meeting at the principal town of the diſ- 
trict, ſhall compoſe the proviſional adminiſtration, and in quality 
of adminiſtrators ſhall conduct the hufineſs of the committee. 
They will likewiſe be required to execute the orders which may 
be tranſmitted to them by the Central Committee, to which is en- 
truſted the duty of convoking the Iriſh National Aſſembly, the 
office of which will be to make future laws and regulations. 

Art. 4th. The notables of every county will likewiſe take care 
to appoint a military officer, and direct the proviſional adminiſtra- 
tion to organize an armed force ready to march td the defence of 
the country. | x 

Art. 5th. This armed force ſhall conſiſt of cavalry, infantry, 
and artillery ; that is to ſay, _ a claſs of men ſhall be formed, 
| pi | | | in 
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in which every individual ſhall be at liberty to enter into any one 
of thoſe ſervices, according to his own inclinations, and his own 


_ phyſical and pecuniary means. When the formation is com- 


pleted, the military commander ſhall, without delay, conduct his 
troops either to join the French army, or to ſome point fixed upon 
by the Central Cemmittes. When they reach the place of their 
deſtination, they ſhall there be completely equipped. 

Art. 6th. The ſums of money depoſited in the public treaſuries, 


the magazines, the ſtores, articles of commerce and nne, 
belonging to the Engliſh government, to its agents or partizans, 


are and (hall remain confiſcated for the ule of the Iriſh government, 
and accordingly they ſhall be ſeized by the ee eee of the 


committee, and placed in the hands of the paymaſter of the army, 


who ſhall be reſponſible for the monies tranſmitted to him, and 
ſhall! account for them to the new government. 

Art. 7th. The ſhips and vcflels belonging to the king and his 
pretended ſubjects, ſhall likewiſe be confiſcated for the benefit of 
the Iriſh government. They mui: be expreſsly prohübited to quit 
the ports of Ircland under any pretence whatever. In the name 


of the Central Committee, the exportation of grain, proviſions, or- 


5 O o . 
merchandize belonging to lrihmen, muſt alſo be prohibited 


The notables and adminiſtrators of the Marine Committees, 
ſhall be perſonally reſponſible for the execution of this article, 


unleſs they ſhall thew that any exportation that ſhall have take 


place was effected by means of ſuperior force. 

Art. 8th. The ſupplies furniſhed for the uſe of the French army 
ſhall immediately be paid for, or at leaſt with as little delay as 
poſſible. In the laſt cafe the commiſſary general ſhall keep an 
exact account of the ſupplies ſo furniſhed, and deliver to the pro- 


Prietor an acknowledgement, ſpecifying the price of the objects 


delivered, in order that in proper time the ſums due may be pune” 
tually paid. 

Art. 9th, The agents or friends of the Fnglifh government, 
who ſhall take arms againſt the defenders of liberty, ſhall impede 
the progreſs of the- revolution, or ſhall oppoſe the circulation of the 


exccution of orders iſſued by the Central Committee, and parti- 


cularly the preſent, ſnall be conſidered as traitors to their country, 

Art. 10th. Such dies of the rev Such as are pointed out 
in the preceding article, who ſhall be deſirous to go to England, 
ſhall be at liberty ſo to do, upon making a declaration to the Cen- 
tral Adminiſtration of their diſtrict, which muſt permit them onl 
to carry away ſuch things as are abſolutely neceſſary, leaving it 
always to the National Aſſembly to decide on the ſubject of the 
Property belonging to emigrants. 


een to the ARM of IRELAND. 
Brave Friends, 


The Frenchmen whom you ſce in your country do not come. 


to ſubjugate you, and to conquer Ireland. Armed in the cauſe 
of the equality of man, and the liberty of nations, they come to 
make you free ; they come to give you their aſſiſtance in break- 


ing 
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ing the yoke of the infamous Engliſh government; they come to 
affiſt you to reconquer the property of your anceſtors, of which 
you have been deſpoiled by odious and baſe uſurpers. Far be 
from you the thought of oppoſing us in battle! Be iriſhmen ! Be 
free! Come and join our ranks ! We will thew you the path of 
honour. In a word, you will learn how men love and ſerve their 
2 Come, and ſgeedily our common enemy will be anni- 
1ated. | 

We know that you have long ſighed for our arrival. A thou- 
ſand times have you ſhewn yourſelves free by your heroiſm, and 
by your virtues. Let us inſtantly unite, and let your tyrants diſ- 
appear. You ought to recognize no matters but the laws, which, 
very ſoon, you will receive from your faithful repreſentatives. 
In order to remove doubts, and to make known the intentions 
of the Central Committee of Ireland, with the members of which 
I have conferred, I think it my duty to publiſh the following re- 
gulations : | | | 

Art. Iſt. The ſoldiers who ſhall abandon the ſtandard of George 
for che purpolz of joining the French army, or the revolutionary 
army of Ireland, ſhall be admitted to ſhare in the diſtribution of 
landed property which ſhall take place after the revolution, and 
* ſhall be immediately incorporated with the regiments raiſed for the 

defence of liberty. - | 5 1 

The officers and non-commiſſioned officers, who ſhall embrace 
the common caule, ſhall continue to enjoy the fame rank which 
they now hold. | | | 7 

Art. 2d. The ſailors who ſhall abandon the ſervice of England, 
ſhall likewiſe be admitted to ſhare in the diſtribution of land, and 
to enter into the public ſervice. They thall moreover be allowed 
the price of ſuch Engliſh veſſels as they ſhall bring into the ports 
of Ireland. | | „ 8 

Art. 3d. Iriſh officers and ſoldiers fighting againſt the defenders 
of liberty, and taken with arms in their hands, ſhall be eonfidered 
as traitors to the country, and puniſhed accordingly. 


To the Army deſtined to effect the REVOLUTION of IRELAND. 


Republicans, - | 
Proud of having led you to victory on various occaſions, I have 
now obtained from government permiſſion to conduct you to new 
ſucceſs. To command you is to be ſure of triumph. 

Anxious to reſtore to liberty a people worthy of it, and npe for 
a revolution, the Directory ſends us to Ireland tor the purpoſe of 
there facilitating the revolution which excellent republicans have 
juſt undertaken there. It will be glorious for us, who have van- 
quiſhed the ſatellites of kings, armed againſt the republic, to break 
the chains of a nation of friends, and to afilit them to recover 
their rights, uſurped by the odious Engliſh government. You 
will never forget, brave and faithful companions, that the people 
whom we are now going to vilit, are the friends of our country; 
that we ought to treat them as tuch, and not as a conquered na- 
tion, When you arrive in Ireland you will mcet with hoſpita- 
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lity, with fraternity. Soon will thouſands of its inhabitants come 


to ſwell our ranks. Let us be careful then never to treat any of 
them as enemies. As well as us they have to avenge themſelves 


on the perfidious Engliſh. The latter are the people on whom 
we have to inflict the moſt ſignal vengeance. Be aſſured that the 
Iriſh ſigh no leſs ardently than we for the moment, when, in con- 
cert with us, they ſhall proceed to London to remind Pitt and his 
friends of the attempts which they have made againſt our liberty. 

By friendſhip, by duty, for the honour of the French name, you 
are bound to reſpect perſons and property in the country ts which 
we are going. If by unremitted efforts J can provide for your 
wants, be affured that, anxious to preſerve the reputation of the 
army which I have the honour to command, I will ſeverely pu- 
niſh all thoſe who ſhall tranſgreſs the duties which they owe their 
country. Lanrels and glory ſhall be the reward of the republican 
ſoldier; death ſhall be the puniſhment of robhery and pillage. 
You know me well enough to believe, that I will not now forfeit 
my word. It was my duty to give you warning. Be you care- 
ful to bear it in mind. . N . | 

PrRocLAMAT1ON to the Irish NATION. 
People of Ireland, | „ | 

At various periods you have maniteſted your horror of that 
flavery'to which the ambition of England has reduced you; and 
notwithſtanding your natural bravery, your efforts to ſhake off the 


yoke have been unſucceſsful, and defeated by the arts and perfidy 


of the Engliſh minifter, who, employing all the means of corrup- 
tion, has always ſpread diviſion among your leaders, and ſucceed- 
ed, by their treachey and diſunion, in preſerving the chains by 


which you are fettered. 5 


At preſent, when the glorious and ever memorable revolution 


of France has rekindled the ſacred flame of the love of liberty, 


which tyranny bad in vein endeavoured to extinguith in your 
hearts, your Secret Central Revolutionary Committee, juſtly 
thought itſelf bound to profit by the moment, when the arms of 
France, every where triumphant, enabled her to lend affiſtance to 
Ireland, in order to recover her ancient independence. In the 
hope of obtaining it, the Committee applied to the Executive 


Power of the French Republic, gave the moſt poſitive aſſurances 


of the diſpoſition which an immenſe majority of the Iriſn felt again 
to become a free people. It at the ſame time communicated the 
meaſures long fince taken in ſilence, and for the ſucceſs of which 


nothing was wanting but the arrival of à French army, with 
Warlike ſtores; and affurances that, immediately upon that event, 


all the patriots able to ſerve would flock to the French ſtandard, 
and ſoon expel the Engliſh and their partizans from the Iriſh ter- 
11tories. ES, 1 ©) . 
© Tips affecting repreſentation of your ſituation, and of your 
withes, made by your Secret Committee; its petition for affitt- 
ance, preſented in the name of the whole nation, having excited 
in the minds of all French republicans thoſe ſentiments of gene- 
5 VV | roſity 
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roſity and kindneſs, which they delight to beſtow upon nations 
which are oppreſſed; the executive power reſolved to afford you 
its aid; in a manner calculated to fulfil your moſt ſanguine hopes. 
For this purpoſe I have landed upon your ſhores at the head of 
an army of republicans, accuſtomed to victory under their com- 
mander. We preſent ourſelves as ſincere and zealous friends of 
all thoſe who ſhall eſpouſe the cauſe of liberty; and we are only 
ambitious of the glory of breaking your chains, and puniſhing 
your tyrants. 
It is no longer the ſtruggle between the houſes of Hanover and 
Stuart; theone to continue, the other to become again a deſpot. 
Free men fight only to maintain equality of rights, and deteit » 
even the very name of maſter. Convinced that you ſhare with 
us theſe noble ſentiments, we offer you our hands and our hearts 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of your national dignity, by the free 
choice you ſhall make of a form of government fitted to ſecure 
the duration of your independence, uncontrolled liberty to declare 
your opinion with reſpect to men and meaſures. We will guide 
your repreſentatives in their labours to accompliſh your views; 
the publicity which you will give to their deliberations will pre- 
vent error; the order and tranquillity which EF will affift you to 
maintain, will guard you againit the violence of enthuſiatm, ſome- 
times more dangerous than the attempts of di ſaffection. 

The example of other nations, the experience obtained by their 
various attempts, every thing promiſes you a happineſs which has 
been dearly purchaſed by your friends, and which they have the 
generoſity to offer you, on the ſingle condition that you will de- 
clare yourſelves with the firmneſs ſuitable to, and worthy of a 
nation conſiſting of four millions of people. | - 
There is not certainly a ſingle Iriſhman of information, who is 
not aware of the advantages to be derived from his geographical 
fituation, from the population of his country, and the fertility of 
its ſoil, from the activity, ſtrength, and courage of its inhabitants, 
and from the numbers, the excellence, and the happy ſituation of 
its harbours. ; 5 . = | 

His indignation muſt then be excited to the higheſt pitch, when 
he contemplates the dreadful wretchedneſs of the very great ma- 
Jority of his countrymen, and reflects that nature has laviſhed her 
benefits on him in vain, if he cannot control the miſchiefs of the 
Tyſtematic tyranny of the Engliſh government, ſeated in the heart 
of cruel Albion. It is indeed in conſequence of this uſurping 
ſpirit, that England has ſucceſſively been able to paralize all the 
phyſical and moral reſources of Ireland. ; 5 
Ihe policy of England has conſtantly nurtured the ſeeds of ani- 
moſity and diſtruſt between the different religious ſects, whoſe 
Ffanaticiſm, excited and directed by the Court of London, pre- 
vented the the force of Ireland from rallying againſt the common 
enemy. | F 5 ; 
From this diſunion aroſe the facility of treating the Iriſh like 
ſlaves, by excluding them from all employments, civil, military, 
- apd eceleſiaſtic. ER. _ 
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By this arrangement alone the nation ſoon becomes the prey of 

a handful of Proete/ffant ſtrangers; creatures devoted to the ma- 

chiaveliſm and to the rapine of the Engliſh government. | 
Theſe ſatellites of deſpotiſm, by means of plunder and injuſ- 

tice exerciſed upon your anceſtors and yourſelves, have become al- 

moſt the only poſſeſſors of the landed property of your country, 


the rent of which being carried to England, conſigns you to the 


moſt wretched indigence; and from a dread leſt your induſtrious 
activity ſhould enable you to rife above this oppreſſion, the act of 
navigation was employed to complete the preſſure, and to deprive 


Fou of every means of forming a navy. 


' The abſolute nullity of national repreſentation in your Parlia- 
ment, allows you no hope of a redreſs of your grievances. - The 
prohibitions to acquire a property in land, and to grant leaſes of 
long duration (prohibitions which have but recently undergone 
ſome ſlight modifications) have compelled the greateſt part of the 
farmers to become the day labourers and ſervants of the uſurpers 
of their anceſtor's eſtates. By the ſeverity of the laws, by the 
want of the means, you are deprived of the power of educating 
your children. In a word, barbarity has been carried to ſuch a 
length, that you are even prohibited to uſe the language of your 
forefathers. | | | on! 

To this ſketch of the picture of your wretchedneſs, and the 
ſpectacle which preſents itſelf to paſſengers in the ſtreets of Lon- 
don, where crowds of jriſhmen, deſcended from the moſt ancient 
families of a formerly flouriſhing country, are compelled day and 
night to earn a ſubſiſtence by the meaneſt occupations, and are in- 
ceffantly overwhelmed by the infolent populace of that inhoſpi- 
table land with humiliations and reproaches. N 
Compare now with theſe melancholy truths the certain means 
which 1 bring you (if you have courage for the attempt) of ob- 
taining an independent form of government, calculated to pro- 
mote your higheſt intereſts, without any limits to its authority but 
impoſſibility itſelf, or the with of the people, reſtored to their 
ſovereignty. A fraternal toleration of all religions, which, lay- 
ing aſide thoſe animoſities which reſult from religious opinions, 
will preſerve you from the perſidious machinations of England, 
of which you, Preſbyterians and Catholics, have been alternately 
the ſport. Conſider, in this new order of things, how much your 
union for your common happineſs will ſupply means of every 
kind to enable you to reſiſt thoſe who ſhould dare attempt to dit- 
turb your tranquillity, Endeavour to aſcertain- the reſources 
which you may derive from a population abounding in men of 
genius and courage; from a ſoil ſertile in all the neceſſaries of 
life; from an active and well directed induſtry ; from the certain 


and various conveniencies you poſſeſs for foreign commerce. 


a © . . * 4 x D . 
hat an increale of ſtrength will you derive from the many in- 


habitants which your liberty and your advantages will not only 
retain in your land, but will recall from the United States of Ame- 
rica, to which they had retired through miſery and oppreſſion. 
The abolition of all privileges and diſtinctions, by affording to 
| | 1 every 
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every individual the hope of attaining, by his talents and his vir- 
tues, the principal dignities of the ſtate, will diffuſe through every 
: promo that ſalutary thirſt of glory which multiplies great men. 
Your national repreſentation will then conſiſt of — of the 
firſt merit. In a word, a conſtitution freely choſen which you 
will have, adapted in every reſpect to what your ſituation re- 
_quires, will completely conſolidate for ever your political exiſt- 
ence, while it eſtabliſhes your independence. Such and many 
more, O people of Ireland, are the advantages of the liberty and 
equality which the generoſity of French republicans offers you by 

me, and which the zeal and intrepidity of my companions 
arms will inſure to you. LE. | 
The power with which Lam inveſted, authorizing me to make 
and iſſue ſuch regulations as ſhall appear moſt uſeful] for the ſuc- 
ceſs of this noble undertaking, I am going, by the firſt inſtance 
in which ] èxerciſe it, to deſtroy all poſſibrlity of uneaſineſs, which 
11]-diſpoſed perſons would endeavour to inſpire into minds appre- 
henſi ve of the conduct which the brave army I have the honour 
to command, might purſue towards the inhabitants during the 
period they ſhall remain in the country, ; | | 
I therefore ſolemnly declare, that every violation, of liberty of 
cxſon and property, all diſreſpect for the religion and authority 
legally conſtituted by the good people of Ireland, ſhall be puniſhed 
with death, within four and twenty hours after the arreſt of the 
offenders, whatever may be their quality or condition ; and that 
order and diſcipline ſhall be enforced under the ſevereſt penalties. 
Baniſh, therefore, as you ought, all uneaſineſs reſpecting what 
might appear to you a ſubject of diſquietude. I flatter myſelf 
that I ſhall meet with you, on your parts, all the zeal and aſſiſt- 
ance which my operations will require. I am confident that all 
_ fincere friends of the happineſs of Ireland, who may be able to 
bear arms for the defence of the cauſe, will flock to the repub- 
lican ſtandard, where they ſhall immediately be furniſhed with 
arms, and that they will ſpeedily co-operate with my exertions to 
expel the common enemy from your territory. Upon the cele- 
rity of this junction will effentially depend the effuſion of blood, 
which you will on all occaſions find me deſirous to ſpare. 
I will take care that exact regiſters ſhall be kept of the chriſ- 
tian and ſurnames of perſons, as well of the time of their arrival, 
with memoranda of the degree of zeal which they have payed, 
in order that in the diſtribution of the property which ſhall be 
confiſcated from the enemy, the ſtricteſt juſtice may regulate its 
partition, according to the merit of each individual, 
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